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The Tanglewood Family
By Board President Scott Moore

	 As we skate past the holidays, family is always paramount on our minds. Families come in 
all shapes and sizes and we can be grateful for them all. The Tanglewood family includes the many 
members we count as supporters of our mission, the volunteers who feed our animals, clear the trails, 
raise money to keep us going and staff our events. Our educators spread the word about our natural 
world -- visiting schools, libraries, senior citizen homes and showcasing our furry, feathered, scaled, 
slippery and shelled creatures. 

Our many animals are part of the family as well. My grandparents used to take rides in the country 
at dusk to look for deer. Now, they are in our backyards. At one time, we never saw the bears, foxes, 
raccoons and opossums that roam at night. Now, the security cameras on our front door record them 
prowling our neighborhoods. Our bird cams show nesting, raising, fledging and foraging. There seems 
to be endless ways we see nature these days and sometimes we take it for granted. I encourage you to 
bring your family and get out among the mammals and birds and frogs and bugs. See nature in all its 
glory first hand. Come visit us and hike the trails, sit by a pond and, soon, walk in the treetops. 

So, during this New Year, remember not just our human families but the animal families that surround 
us. We can be thankful for them all.



2



3

Hours of Operation: 
Tuesday-Friday 9am-4pm
Saturday 10am-4pm

Tanglewood Nature Center & Museum
443 Coleman Ave. Elmira NY 14903
(607)732-6060

www.tanglewoodnaturecenter.com

Closures: New Year’s Eve. New Year’s Day, Memorial 
Day, Independence Day, Labor Day, Columbus Day, 
Thanksgiving Day, Christmas Eve, Christmas Day, Day 
after Christmas, New Years Eve & New Years Day

Trails open dawn to dusk 365 days a year
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Upcoming Events
Owl Hike - Members Only

January 31st from 5pm - 6pm

$7 Per person
Join Brie- volunteer and all-around wildlife whisperer- as she introduces you to the 
wonders of owl life. Learn about habitats, adaptations, and the remarkable behaviors 
that make these nighttime hunters. 
Once you’re officially owl-enlightened, bundle up and follow Brie onto the trails for a 
guided nighttime hike. We’ll look and listen for wild owls as they start their evening 
routine-who knows what silhouettes or calls might greet us under the sky?

Wild Wednesday - Tracks and Trails

February 11th from 11am-12pm 

Member Family: $5 | Non-Member Family: $10
A family-friendly program perfect for nature enthusiasts of all ages! Meet some of 
Tanglewood’s animal ambassadors and learn about the tracks they, and many of their 
wild relatives, leave behind.
Weather permitting, we’ll head outdoors for a short walk around the ponds to search 
for real tracks and signs of local wildlife.

Winter Break Program

February 18th from 10am-3pm

$60 Per child
Have you ever wondered what animals do in the winter? Join us as we explore the 
wonders of the season through the eyes of local animals!
We will explore our cold dwelling residents here at the nature center through tracking 
our friends in our backyard as well as an animal show featuring our owl and rabbit. Also 
learn about cold weather shelters (weather dependent) and warm up with a themed 
craft after exploring outside.

Members Annual Meeting & Pancake Breakfast - Members Only

February 28th from 10am - 12pm

Free Event
Meet your fellow nature lovers and Tanglewood supporters and come together over a 
free breakfast and award ceremony before hearing all the nitty-gritty details of our past 
year here at Tanglewood as well as our upcoming goals. This year has been an exciting 
one, and we have even more impressive things coming up!
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Board

Staff

Board & Staff

Volunteer & Internship Opportunities 

Janet Chilson, President
William Bishop, Vice President
Scott Moore, Treasurer
Kevin Gallagher, Secretary

Irene Brookins
Greg Clark
Paul DiPietro
Deb Fennell
Laurie Garner
Richard Gridley
Joshua Latterell

Tina MacRonald
Richard McNeilly
Mustafa Hazime
Kevin Orvek
Angela Tufillaro
Claire Warren Ginnan

Elaine Smith, Executive Director
Deanna O’Brian, Office Manager

Ryan Donnelly, Lead Educator
Megan Walters, Curator/Educator

Genevieve Egan, Marketing & Office Associate
Bob Kurkoba, Facilities & Grounds

Maggie Groce, Volunteer Coordinator/Educator/Summer Camp Director

Applications are accepted on a rolling basis. We offer undergraduate students the opportunity to work alongside our 
staff in three positions: animal care/museum, environmental education, and nonprofit management. Please email 
your application and a cover letter to Maggie, Volunteer Coordinator at volunteer.tanglewood@gmail.com.

Animal Care and Museum Curator Internship:
This position has duties including cleaning, maintaining and designing museum exhibits, feeding and healthcare for 
animals, and handling/socializing animals.

Environmental Education Internship:
Looking for an internship experience sharing the wonders of nature with people of all ages? Our Paid Environmental 
Education Internship might be for you! We are seeking two paid interns to work approximately 20 hours a week from 
Mid-May to August 14th. Full description can be found on our website. 

Camp Counselor:
Interested in being a paid summer camp counselor? Send your resume and cover letter to Maggie, Volunteer Coordinator 
at volunteer.tanglewood@gmail.com.

Committee Members:
Committee opportunities are available for: Fundraising, Facilities and Trails, Community Relations, Human Resources 
and Nominating, and Board Development.
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Senior Family $45
Mark Lauer
Patricia Coughlin & Martin Marino

Family $50
Mckenna Austin
Makenzie Bates
Whitney Birkett
Katelyn Buzzell
Tom & Marie Caroscio
Kendra Clark
Tatiana & William Condon
Aurora Dufort
Jeffrey & Christine Elliott
Rich Fondanez
Kelly & Jasen Gray
Kara Henry
Lauren Kane
Kamilla Mainville
Delilah Rose Mathews
Katerina Merrick
Julia Miles
Amelia Osburn
Allison Pylkas
Devaney Reynolds
Elizabeth Schlaerth
Matthew Slater
Kirsten Southard-Twichell
Kendra Stone
Emily Ward
Ryan Weinhoffer
Amanda Wellington
Lisa Whitney
Sarah Whitney
Crystal Williams

Bluebird $100-$499
Myron & Christine Frost

Patron Members $1,000+
Kaye Newbury
Lynette Rexford

Corporate Falcon $$100-$249
Dimon & Bacorn

Corporate Owl $500-$999
Elmira Structures, Inc.
Fennell Spring Company, LLC

Continuing Patron Members $1,000+
Robert Aumick
William & Ann Bishop
Ann Brouse
Dean & Janice Butts
Joseph & Giuliana Calderone
Duke & Wendy Carroll
Janet & Brian Chilson

Mary Muse & Kevin Coughlin
Kintu & Yulonda Early
Jim & Sharon Emmick
Thomas & Deborah Fennell
Charles & Muriel Friend
Frank & Linda Gudas
Linda Hillman
Jon & Donna Homuth
Douglas Iszard
Deborah & Donald Lauper
Janet & John McLaughlin
Arthur & Beverly Morrell
Kammie Morrisey
Thomas & Margaret Morse
Kevin Orvek
Les & Bonnie Schweizer
Stuart & Lucy Schweizer
Marc & Tracey Stemerman
Alan & Maria Winston

Monetary Donations
Bill & Judy Clark
Catherine Conway
Lynn Decher
Maureen Frei
Barbara Friedman
Patrick Lane
Art & Bev Morrell
Heather Reitenga
United Way of the Southern Tier
Warren Wood

Annual Appeal
Paul Agid
Cathy Bachman
Dean & Linda Brooks
Ruth Bruning
Joel & Linda Buice
Dean Butts
Mary Ann Caroscio
Duke & Wendy Carroll
James Carter
Matthew & Margaret Collins
Vinnie & Carole Collins
Douglas Cotton
Lynn Decher
Walter & Priscilla Deichmann
Tom & Deb Fennell
Mark & Sandra Gibson
Jerry & Linda Haley
Linda Haley
Nancy Ryant & Chester Hatstat
Carl & Cindy Hayden
Linda Hillman
Lynsey Hourihan
Ed & Laura Hunckle

Joyce Kane
Amy Lester
Charles & Teresa Lockner
Fred & Judy Loomis
Ann Millhollen
Mark Holman & Maureen Mines
Susan Moore
Frances Morrisey
Krista Niles-Updyke
Joe & Patricia Page
Robert & Karen Petzke
Al & Barbara Preucil
Donald & Joanne Quick
Gaylen Raisler
Jack & Joan Russin
David & Patricia Silvernail
Nancy Spaulding
Margaret Streeter
Martin Strong
Scott Torrey
Arie & Claire van den Blink
Dick VanBrunt
Lisa Ventura
Ann Welles
Bill & Charlotte Winkky
Earl & Sally Wright
Yunis Realty, Inc.
Rui Zhang & Danhong Zhong

Treetop Walkway Donations
Laura Alvarado
Jon & Sandy Bauer
Linda Billotte
Whitney Birkett
Margot Bliven
Tom & Barbara Blumer
Jan Bollinger
Matthew & Anne Brand
James & Roxanne Bravo
Robert & Irene Brookins
Dean & Linda Brooks
Ann Cady
Raymond & Lori Cady
Daniel & Yada Cain
Thomas Carney
Peggy Davis
Julie Delia
David & Bernadette Drew
John Nolan & Cheryl Fritz
Rich Gridley
Frank & Linda Gudas
Guthrie
Cynthia Haigh
Michael & Michelle Halperin
Mary Hoffman
Jennifer Hollenbeck
Michael Horan
Barbara Hull

New Members & Donations
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William & Phyllis Iszard Fund
Mark Ivanick
Theresa Jacque
Jason Johnson
Susan King
Aimee Lester
Fred & Judy Loomis
Sam M. Douglas Martin
Margaret Matthews
Melissa McDonald
James McGann
Arlene McMahon
Deanna Middaugh
Mark Holman & Maureen Mines
Polly Moretti
Art & Bev Morrell
Lynne Murdock
Denise Mustico
Krista Niles-Updyke
Robert & Michelle Norton
David & Carol Ochab
David & Michelle Pastel
Robert & Karen Petzke
John Walsh & Martha Pierce
The Plate Family
Michele Putman
James & Kathleen Ramich
Sheila Reed
Christopher & Kathleen Reiland
Lynette Rexford
Bryan & Becky Riegal
C. Todd Schaar
Les & Bonnie Schweizer
Steve & Anita Seaberg
Richard Sillitoe
David & Patricia Silvernail
John Slechta
Tom & Donna Thomas
Michael Turner
Dr. Hubert K. W. Wang
Will Wickham
Eric Burns & Lynn Williams
William & Charlotte Winkky
Barry & Jane Winters
Tom & Charlotte Wirth
Woodbrook Assisted Living

Treetop Walkway In Memory Donations
Anonymous In Memory of Ben Shultz and 
In Honor of Alex Shultz
Joan Clement In Memory of Richard 
Clements

FLX Gives
Welch, Donlon & Czarples Injury Law
Sherrie Allen
Joseph Beiras
Nancy Bird
Whitney Birkett

Natalie Browning
Ann Capper
Wendy Carroll
Josh Cavaluzzi
Brie Cavaluzzi
Janet Chilson
Gregory Clark
Karen Cromer
Madeline Dolkart
Ryan Donnelly
Paul Donnelly
Todd Egan
Genevieve Egan
Virginia Ehemann
Deborah Fennell
Megan Fretto
Kevin Gallagher
Cheryl Galvani
Sean and Laurie A. Garner
Taylor Garrett
James Gensel
Lynn Gillie
Avery Ginnan
Devan Ginnan
Gene Groce
Brian Groce
Jessica Hadlock
Michael Halperin
Marcia Haymer
Jennifer Herrick
Emily Hofelich
Cheryl Hummer
Peter Hynes
Douglas Iszard
Henry Kimball
Cynthia Koch
Bob Kurcoba
Jaersh Latterell
Sean Lukasik
Caitlynn McConnell
Jennifer Forrest Meekins
Rachel Meekins
Scott Moore
Mary Nevin
Elley Newton
Mohamed Noor
Deanna O’Brian
Shari Paige-Rich
Mary Passage
Tammy Petriwsky
Rick Pirozzolo
Michelle Podolec
Shawn Ropars
Shannon Schamel
Erica Schief
Kathleen Schweizer
Gregory Sheahan

Karah Sheahan
John Sirianni
Elaine Smith
Paul Solyn
Janelle Steiner
Jenn Thomas-Murphy
Amanda Warren
Claire Warren Ginnan
Matt Weibel
Nathaniel Weisenberg
Scott Whalen
Jane Winters

Grants
Community Foundation of Elmira-
Corning and the Finger Lakes, Inc.
RCP Donor Advised Fund at the 
Community Foundation of Elmira-
Corning and the Finger Lakes, Inc.
Triangle Fund Capital Grant
ZBGA Capital Grant

Animal Sponsors
Aylen. Eisley & Iliya

In Memory Donations
In Memory of Adrienne Bernhardt

From: Susanne Hicks
Kara Crohn
Katy Reidy Galvin
Mike Galvin
Kelly, Molly, Emily and Hannah Galvin

In Memory of Barbara McDowell
From: Anne Brooks Bacon
Dean and Linda Brooks
Francis and Joyce Budney
Chemung Canal Trust Company
Rich Gridley
Dale and Catherine Guthrie
Heather Hawkins
Jon and Donna Homuth
Robert and Suzanne Marsjanik
Charlene Martini
Elizabeth McDowell
Mimi Updegraff

In Memory of John R. Bailey
From: Jeffrey Bailey

In Kind Donations
Brenda Adams: Monarch nets

Duke & Wendy Carroll: 
Special membership mailings paper

Christine Ewanyk: Butterfly collection

Frank Gudas: Waterproof leg gaiters

Sara Hurley: Framed Jane Goodall photo, 
calendars and nature books

John Slechta: Honey for the gift shop
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By Megan Walters - Curator & Educator

Conservation Corner

	 Have you ever seen a bird fluff up its feathers, 
suddenly looking nearly twice its normal size? This 
“fluffing” is often accompanied by the disappearance of 
a foot or even their beak into the feathery mass while 
perched in their spot. This behavior, called ptiloerection, 
happens when tiny muscles under their skin contract and 
lift the feathers so they stand upright.

This adaptation helps birds survive in colder climates. 
By fluffing up, they trap air between their body and 
feathers, creating an insulating layer that protects them 
from harsh temperatures; much like us throwing on a 
sweatshirt! After fluffing, a bird may also tuck one foot or 
its beak into that cozy feather blanket, reducing heat loss 
through its extremities and helping it thermo-regulate 
more efficiently. While most birds perform this behavior 
innately, some avoid the cold altogether by migrating 
before they ever need to ruffle their feathers.

And it’s not just birds. Humans have a similar, 
though mostly vestigial, response. When 
we get chilly, or scared, we may notice tiny 
bumps on our skin and the hairs on our arms 
standing straighter, This reaction, referred to 
as goosebumps, is a leftover reminder of our 
ancestors who once relied on raised hair to 
trap heat just like birds do to this day!

Hank the Red Tailed Hawk (left) and Casper the Barn 
Owl (upper right) are both doing a wonderful job showing 
off this adaptation.
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Corporate Supporters
Corporate Eagle ($1000+)

Chemung Canal Trust Company
Chemung Supply Corporation

Cook Painting
F. M. Howell & Company

Ray Jewelers
PS Graphic Design

Southern Tier Custom Fabricators
Wild Birds Unlimited

Owl ($500-$999)
Home Veterinary Care

Hawk ($250-$499)
Banfield-Baker Corporation 

Simmons Rockwell Auto Plaza, Inc.

Falcon ($100-$249)
Camp Bell Campground 

James D. Barrett Funeral Home 
Bobby K Entertainment
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Behind the Curtain of Animal Photoshoots
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By Maggie Groce - Volunteer Coordinator

Behind the Curtain of Animal Photoshoots

	 When you are scrolling social media and happen upon a cute animal picture (like our
Tanglewood posts, for example), you may be asking yourself, “how do they get the animals to sit and 
participate in these photos?” It is surely no walk in the park, but it always makes for an interesting 
time. In this writing, I would love to pull back the curtain for you to understand what goes into our 
social media posts. 

Typically, we start with an idea of what we want the animals to do. Sometimes, this is easy (such as 
wanting to get a photo of Bernice eating a pumpkin for a fall post) and other times it is more difficult. 
We typically try to give the animals motivation to want to participate, usually in the form of treats. 
In the Bernice example, she is excited to eat the pumpkin since she does not get to eat it often, so she 
willingly participates. Once we have found what will motivate the animal, it’s all hands on deck. Our 
member holiday card photoshoot entailed three staff members, two volunteers, five different animals, 
and over 100 photo attempts. We had two staff members wrangling the animals to ensure they stayed 
in frame and kept away from other animals (Pedro the bearded dragon was the best at this, as he just 
sat with his Santa hat on for the whole hour-long endeavor). We attempted to include various animals 
in this photoshoot (including a few different turtles, hedgehog, bunnies, etc.), but in the end, the best 
models were Pedro the bearded dragon, Jazzy the Lionhead rabbit, and Prickles the hedgehog. Once 
we had our animals, it was time to set up the shot. The stair in the museum hallway became the perfect 
set up; we created a background with white paper and little house cutouts. We had a volunteer hold 
origami stars to create the full background. The hardest part of these photos was getting the animals 
to look at the camera. It truly is a fluke as most of the time-our animals do not respond to their names 
and often don’t like noises like clapping or snapping to get their attention! The photographer just keeps 
snapping photos and we cross our fingers hoping that we get the shot. For the holiday photos, we got 
the shot after rearranging multiple times, adding light, setting up a tripod, and hoping for the best. 

Overall, the animal photoshoots are a fun benefit of working with our amazing animals, but is not as 
easy or candid as they appear in our posts. We hope that everyone enjoys the fruits of our labor and 
they can bring a smile to your face, just like the process always bring smiles to ours.

Our well-behaved Pedro is used to being in front 
of a camera.

Everyone thought Nevil was going to 
be our star elf before he got distracted 

sniffing ferret treats.

The staff tries hard to get a good shot!
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Wish list 
For the Animals

•	Fresh fruit & veggies (esp. non-iceburg lettuce, carrots, 
tomatoes, broccoli, asparagus, sweet potatoes, strawberries, 
melon, corn on the cob, blueberries) 

•	Gift Cards from: Petco, PetSmart, Grocery Stores (esp 
Miniers) 

•	Newspapers

For the Office/Building
•	White office paper and/or card stock
•	Drink cups (paper, compostable packs of 25 or more)
•	Coffee cups (paper, compostablepacks of 25 or more)
•	Paper towels, toilet paper (Scott only), Kleenex
•	Gift Cards from: Staples, Sam’s Club

For the Programs/Camps/Exhibits/Trails
•	Crayons
•	Construction Paper
•	Glue Sticks
•	Washable Markers
•	Scotch tape
•	Duct tape
•	Pencils
•	Children’s nature books for the Little Free Library

For Fundraisers/Facility Rental
•	Gift Certificates to anywhere for our fundraisers
•	Bamboo Silverware
•	Plates (paper, compostable packs of 25 or more)
•	Recycled napkins
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Our funding comes from memberships, funding, facility rentals, 

grants, fees from programming, and private donations from 

community members like you.

Donate Today

Nature Center & Museum


