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Tanglewood Nature Center & Museum
443 Coleman Ave. Elmira NY 14903
Ph: 607-732-6060 Fax: 607-732-6210
Email: tanglewoodnc@stny.rr.com

L | ; = . www.tanglewoodnaturecenter.com

I

Nature Center Hours of Operation:
Tuesday-Friday 9am-4pm

Saturday 10am-4pm

Trails open dawn-dusk 365 days/year

Nature Center Holiday Closures:

New Year’s Eve. New Year’'s Day, Memorial

The newsletter of Tanglewood September-December 2015
Day, Independence Day, Labor Day, 9 P

Columbus Day, Thanksgiving Day,

Christmas Eve and Christmas Day.

Keep your eyes open—we’ll have some new arrivals this fall! Look for an
announcement on our Facebook page. And if you see volunteer John Slechta around,
thank him for building the beautiful new enclosure to house two birds of prey. The
newbies needed a home, and John volunteered to build it. He’s also the official
Keeper of the Bees at Tanglewood. You may have tasted some of the honey from his
home hives—we sell it in the Nuthatch Gift Shop. Thank you John!
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Permit #161 Meg \Lowman
Treetops Camp

443 Coleman Avenue Elmira, NY 14903

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

This summer was the 9th year of our introduce the girls to nature and science in a safe, wetlands ecologist from the Upper

signature program, the Meg Lowman positive way so that they feel empowered and Susquehanna Coalition, and biology professors

Treetops Camp, a one week summer science  excited to pursue a science career in the future. The  from Elmira College. We provide tuition,

program named after Elmira native and girls have the opportunity to talk to women food, supplies, and transportation. The
internationally famous forest canopy currently working in scientific fields, including a program is self-sustaining because of strong
researcher, Meg Lowman. career panel from the Society of Women Engineers community support, but donations and

of Corning Inc., a Cornell oncology veterinarian, a volunteers are always welcome!

Our campers are primarily at-risk girls aged

9-12, who are recommended by a teacher or The difficulties that | encountered as a woman in field

other community leader for having shown

biology may, ironically, have strengthened me and led me

an interest in science. Our goal is to

to stronger convictions. —Meg Lowman, Life in the Treetops
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KINTU EARLY, PH.D.

Hopefully, as summer ends and the daylight
fades, great memories of a well-spent summer
stay vivid. Personally, I had a season of trips
near and far, and had intended to use some of
those vacation experiences as inspiration for
this newsletter entry. However, as I tried to
pick a novel animal encounter or nature
experience to share, something struck a more
introspective note. As a result of education and
employment, I’ve had the fortunate
opportunity to travel somewhat extensively for
both business and pleasure. I always try to
make nature a part of my travels, whether that
means a simple walk through a bit of green
space in an urban environment, or a full-blown

backwoods camping trip.

To use a sports analogy, I’'m a bit of a homer
when it comes to wildlife. I see our local flora
and fauna the same way rabid sports fans
believe their home teams are the epitome of all
things sporting. For every exotic animal I’ve
seen, from the tropics to the tundra, each is
trumped by finding a gray tree frog on my
back fence or watching a troupe of whitetail
deer drink from the river in a lifting morning
fog. I think seeing six foot long monitor lizard
in Thailand is like seeing a celebrity in the
airport—you say “wow, look at that” and

maybe take a picture or get an autograph, but

Take your pup to Personius this fall for some fabulous
hiking on our Woodland Wags trail! Just follow the pink
doggy bones for a romp over field, forest, and stream.

you’d still rather get home to see the family and

friends you know and love.

This summer I saw how frequently people are
completely unaware of the nature around them,
whether on the other side of the world or the other
side of their yard. While in Costa Rica I was
fishing knee-deep in surf, entranced by the tiny
fish breaking the surface around me, trying to
escape the larger fish [ was hoping to catch. A
local woman walking the beach with her beau
stopped to ask about the popping sounds that were
all round me. Given that her English proficiency
was exactly as good as my Spanish proficiency, a
comically animated exchange of hand gestures,
elementary vocabulary and horrible mis-
conjugation followed... simply to convey that
they were tiny fish, and that jellyfish don’t make
noise. Most importantly, we both walked away

with a new bit of nature learning — she that
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jellyfish don’t make noise, and me that medusa is
Spanish for jellyfish, which I probably should

have known before wading in.

Our conversation made me question how we can
foster an appreciation of nature in others—
whether experiencing it makes you want to learn
more, or learning about it makes you want to
experience it more. I’m not sure I came to a
conclusion, but I did arrive at a greater
appreciation of Tanglewood’s mission—
providing opportunities to both experience and

learn about wildlife.

Obviously, if you’re reading this, you already
have that appreciation, but I’'m always looking for
ideas on how to grow a love of nature in others.
On your next visits to Tanglewood, please stop in

to share your suggestions.

Volunteer Casting Call

Our gift shop needs some TLC - if you like to meet new people and help answer questions from visitors,

answer phones, and ring out gift shop purchases, we would love to have your help. Join the Tanglewood

team and get to know our staff and other volunteers even better from your vantage point in the office.

VIDEO

Feeling creative? Got a cool camera and nothing to shoot? We want to shoot, edit, and publish more videos

of Tanglewood in action— action on the trails, animals on the move, what lives in the ponds, and of course

education programs. Youtube and Vine are calling our name... if they’re calling yours, contact Bridget!

Nature Strollers

This free family program for families with young children is hosted by the Horseheads Family
Resource center, and is funded through the generosity of the Chemung Valley Audubon Society.
Each nature walk is guided by an outdoor educator, to help encourage your child’s understanding of
our natural world. These walks are from 10am-11am.

9/4 Sperr Park

9/18 Eldridge Park

10/2 Sperr Park

10/16 Sperr Park

11/13 Sperr Park

12/4 Tanglewood Nature Center

Upcoming Events at Tanglewood!
Clear your calendars and get ready for
these festivities

AUDUBON HIKE WITH BRIAN “FOX” ELLIS

Sat. 9/19 at 8:00am

Take a hike with world-renowned bird expert John James Audubon—
wait, no, world-renowned Audubon actor Brian “Fox” Ellis! This bird
hike is sponsored by the Chemung Valley Audubon Society. We
probably won’t spot any passenger pigeons but he can tell us about the
birds he knew and loved, while local experts identify the birds of today.

TANGLE WITH ZOMBIES 5K FUN RUN

Sat. 10/24 Registration opens at 9:00am, race begins at 10:00am
Prepare to dodge the undead during your run through Tanglewood’s
forest. Your life belt will have flags that they’ll try to grab—if you
make it to the finish line with one still attached, you survive! Early
registration and group rates available—see our website for more info.

HAUNTED HAPPENING, NOW WITH MOUNTAIN MUSIC

Sat. 10/24 from 11:00am-3:00pm

An autumn celebration for all ages! There’s something for everyone in
your family at Haunted Happenings: jam sessions with folk musicians,
apple launching in the field, hayrides both haunted and happy, pumpkin
painting, kids crafts and games, our famous bake sale, and hot dogs
with a toppings bar. Admission for some crafts, games, and music is
free, and tickets for rides and more activities can be purchased at the
door: 1 for $1, 12 for $10, or 25 for $20.

ADOPTIVERSARY PARTY! FOR TANGLEWOOD ANIMAL
SPONSORS

Sat. 11/21 12:00pm-2:00pm

All animal sponsors invited to celebrate with their “adopted” animals!
Get your photo taken with your animal, learn more about their histories
and their talents, make some crafts and eat some adoptiversary cake.
RSVP by 11/14 please!

STCF 8th Annual
Needy Families
Luncheon

The Lodge has hosted a
variety of birthday parties,
bridal showers, and
anniversary celebrations—and
we’re more delighted than ever
to highlight the way the
community comes together at
Tanglewood:

On October 3rd, Southern Tier
Custom Fabricators, Inc. is
holding its 8th annual Needy
Families Luncheon. The Needy
Families Fund was started in
response to the tragedy of 9/11
in 2001. Their first American
Pride Raffle raised $700 which
was divided amongst charities
whose services benefited
victims of the 9/11 attacks.
Since 2002, their mission has
been to reach out to our own
community, providing back-to-
school backpacks filled with
school supplies, as well as
purchasing gifts and warm
clothing for families in need
during the holiday season.

What may seem like a small
gift—bus passes for those
without cars, planners and
pens for remembering
appointments, gift cards so that
someone can get a cup of
coffee and an hour’s relaxation
off the street—can make huge
improvements in quality of life
for members of our community
struggling with homelessness,
poor health, and hunger.
STCF’s Needy Families
Luncheon will fill 24 bags with
such items this year,
supporting organizations from
Catholic Charities to local
schools to the Bath Veterans
Center.

We are honored that they've
chosen the Lodge as the 2015
home for their fundraiser!
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LAINE SULLIVAN

Tanglewood is the warmest and
most welcoming place I have ever
worked. I have grown attached to
the community here and been able
to meet some of your wonderful
children and grandchildren though
summer camp. The kids that come
to camp might be understandably
nervous on their first Monday and
give a longer goodbye to their
family. However, by Friday (hike
day) everyone has opened up and
shared an amazing experience
whether by singing camp songs,
drawing, playing games, hiking,
constructing, or displaying
complete silliness. They run into the
summer camp classroom and go
straight for the “art cart” to get
started on their next masterpiece.
They love posting these works of
art up on the wall for everyone to
see.

I have been reading through the
summer camp evaluations and am

so proud to hear
that parents are
learning from their
children. These
youngsters are
sharing what
they’ve been
learning about
nature, wildlife,
and what we can do to help. After
finishing the book Last Child in the
Woods, 1 learned that there has been a
significant separation between kids
and nature. There are so many more
ways to be entertained nowadays than
to run outside and look under old logs,
rocks, and leaves to find salamanders.
These were my childhood memories. |
am so glad to be able to illuminate the
importance of outside play and share
my knowledge with these future
environmentalists.

The children love the animal shows
above all. It is great to know that our
animals are bridging the gap between

what we see on screens, and what is
really alive and out there for us to
explore. I think the part I enjoy the
most about my job here is seeing the
reaction (even with adults) when they
touch an animal that they’ve been
exposed to for the first time, a lizard
for example. It is amazing what a
simple experience can do for a person.
It can cause a sparkle in their eye,
something that wasn't there before.
We all need these wild and fun
experiences! Again I am truly thankful
to be able to teach about my passions,
and care for these amazing campers,
critters, and friends. Come visit!

ANIMALS

Wish List

Dry and canned cat food / dry dog food / Yesterday’s News litter / chinchilla food, raisins, craisins, and almonds / peanuts, treats, and
toys for parrots / fresh fruit and veggies, especially non-iceberg lettuce / crickets, mealworms, and worms / thermometers and humidity
gauges / gently used towels / long pillow cases (for snakes) / latex gloves, sponges, paper towels / reptile substrate / heat lamps and
bulbs / laundry detergent / gift cards to Petco, PetSmart, grocery stores / generator for when we lose power and the animals want to be

snuggly warm!

White and colored office paper and card stock / bottled water / paper towels / Kleenex / toilet paper / decaf and regular coffee / K cups /
reusable K-cup filter / coffee cups / gift cards to Staple’s and Sam’s / commercial gas weed-eater (new or gently used) / outdoor spray
paint for marking trails (yellow, green, orange, pink, red, blue, purple, white)

FUNDRAISERS

Gift certificates to anywhere / napkins / plates / plastic silverwear / plastic wine glasses

Meet two of our amazing

Summer Interns

Forrest Cummings, University of Vermont
Internship duties: Animal care and curatorial
work, environmental education and programming
Project they most looked forward to: pressure
washing the bird of prey enclosures, redesigning
and improving museum exhibits

Favorite flavor of ice cream: Cherry Garcia
Best Tanglewood moment: Probably a tie
between cleaning the poop off of Lucy’s eye, or
when Bernice peed all down my leg when |
picked her up in front of a group of kids for a
program...

Adyvice to future interns: Be prepared to have a
variety of bodily fluids on you from all sorts of
animals. You’re going to be dirty.

Hobbies: Rugby! Also talking to my dogs and

cats.

Supervisor’s notes: Forrest was an incredible
help from day one—they hit the ground running
and never turned down a request or an
opportunity. After shadowing our staff on
educational programs ranging in topic from
invertebrates to birds of prey to biomes, for ages
pre-K through 5th grade, we threw Forrest in the
deep end and had them teach solo! And as an

aside, we’re still not sure how the Barred Owl,
Lucy, managed to get poop on her eye. We think
she made a spectacular nose dive, but we’re not
sure. Forrest carefully cleaned the owl’s face
while a staff member gently restrained the bird.

Never a dull day here!

Allyrae Pine, Elmira College

Internship duties: Animal care, animal
enrichment, curatorial work including two exhibit
installations in the Children’s Room, and
mentoring other volunteers in animal care.
Project she most looked forward to: Installing
a freshwater fish tank with fish from our ponds
and plants.

Favorite flavor of ice cream: Sea salt caramel
Best Tanglewood moment: When catching the
fish for the tank installation, a little boy was
VERY interested in the fish in the bucket, saying
over and over that he’d “really like to touch a fish
someday.” He also suggested the names “T-Rex”
and “Gorilla” for our fish. Sorry little guy: we
named them after the Ninja Turtles instead.
Advice to future interns: Wash your hands
often and well. Trust me.

Hobbies: I'm really into photography,

Photo credit: Lee Speary

Board & Staff

2015 BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Kintu Early, President
Linda Hillman, Vice President
Lauren Little, Treasurer
Kevin Orvek, Secretary
Michael Bono

Don Brooks

Bob Butcher

Dean Butts

Janet Chilson

Jim Emmick

Frank Gudas

Jake Hover

Deb Lauper

Merrill Lynn

Beverly Morrell

Lewis. W. Morse, Jr.
Anthony Pagano

Linda Roessler

Duane Saxton

Bonnifer Schweizer
Paul Schweizer

Linn Smith

Corey Stilts

Roger TenEyck

Ray Thweatt

STAFF

Elaine Farwell, Executive Director

Rich Gridley, Buildings and Grounds

lan McLaughlin, Naturalist/Educator

Deanna O’Brian, Office Manager

Bridget Sharry, Community Relations Manager
Laine Sullivan, Curator, Educator, & Camp
Director

especially nature photography. I also enjoy

gardening. I’m a total book nerd.

Supervisor’s notes: 1 hope you all had a chance
to see Allyrae’s first Children’s Room exhibit
(trees) and will come visit her second (fish),
installed August 20th. Allyrae fit in with the
Tanglewood team immediately—her responsible,
down to earth, and practical perspective on animal
care and museum work made a tangible
difference to the nature center. She also
immediately improved the quality of life for many
of our animals with her time dedicated to health
and enrichment, and she completely changed
Paco’s life for the better. He’s smitten. He almost

purrs when she walks in!
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Received by August 21st 2015
New Members:

Individual—$30
Mary Passage
Cathy Plate

Family—$45

Theresa Allsopp

Jean Balster

Kelly Benjamin

Julie & Christopher Bennett
Joshua & Erin Blauvelt
Betsy Brand

Jason & Becky Brewster
Tessie Brown

Denise Figueroa & Daniel Brownell
Nicole & Martin Buning
Kevin & Michelle Burns
Gene & Georgenne Carr
Amy & Seth Castle

Katie Cornacchio

Sara Courson

Kristy & Anthony Cragle
Nathanael & Tonya Craige
Tara & Edward Dowdell
Jody Duprey

Elena Fowler

Beth Freiji

Dana Hakes

Trina Heath

Cathy Hendrickson

Kurt Hollasch

Kelly & Edward Holzlein
Jamie Hoppe

Lucas & Sophie Gublo Jantzen
Veronica LaDieu

Jodi Machuga

Pamela & Hideki Masaki
Jennifer Mawdsley

Tracie & David Mayotte
Janna McKee

Jessica Messersmith

David & Jennifer Meyers
Melissa & Kevin Morrissey
Todd & Eileen Peet

Amanda Powell

Elizabeth Radford

Kristin & Robert Rider
Annamalai & Geetha Sezhian
The Sharp Family

Lori Sternfels

Christin Swan

Sheila & Sam Thompson
Pauline Emery & Michael Tice
The Family of Bob Tremaine
Meghan O'Toole Tuazon
Deborah Dickerson & Kenneth Twiggs
Patricia Walker & John Utterback
Robin & Sonia Varghese
Jennifer & Anton Vatnitsky
Jason & Nichole Wiegand
Christopher & Jennifer Wiehe
Stacy Witzel

Maggie & Jim Young

Shannon Zawko

Senior Family—3$40
William & Gail Provine
Duane Saxton

Hummingbird—$60
Robert & Marie Butcher
Philip Early

David & Kimberly Nagle
Joe & Linn Smith

New Donations and Sponsorships:

In Honor of Ellie Smith
Charlie Bell

In Memory of Sophie Peters
Thomas & Mary Gigliotti

In Memory of Florence Bowes
Robert & Phyllis Albee

American Legion Auxiliary, Unit 154
Jack Crandall

Debra Durkee & JoAnn Fabric Friends
Jay & Sandra Flannery

Michael & Candice Girardi

Jane Grafius

Rafaat & Terri Kureshi

Michael & Wendie Levanduski
Thom, Barb, Ed & Katie Rhodes
Danell Russell

Willowcreek Colf Club, Inc.

Happy Birthday to Jim Emmick
Carolyn Connelly

Happy Birthday to Giuliana Calderone
Frank & Linda Gudas
Barbara Hull

Happy Birthday to Frank Gudas
Joseph & Giuliana Calderone
Barbara Hull

In Honor of Frank Gudas
Community Foundation of Elmira-
Corning and the Finger Lakes, Inc.

Speakeasy Sponsors
I.B.E.W. Local 139

Speakeasy Donations
Ron & Gail Bellohusen
Roberta Hoffman

Lodge Donations
Dean & Janice Butts
Gerry & Carolyn Caruso

Monetary Donations

Michael Edwards

Barbara Friedman

Geoff & Joan Heywood

Steven Hoover

Joseph & Kathleen Lucke

Tony & Patty Murray

Emma Novotny

Carol Parker

George & Jean Strothmann

Green Team and Employees of Eaton
Corporation

Hilliard Corporation In-Plant Fund

Animal Sponsor
Tan Balster

Luke Gibson
Nora McLaughlin
Jacob Olsen

In Kind Donations

Pat Alexander & family

Beautiful wooden bench that can be found
in the Lodge

Bouille Electric, Inc.

Electrical work donation

Florence Chaplis

Animal fringe puppets

Jim & Melissa Clark

Dell XPS 400 PC

Philip Early

Mulch and plants for the aviary area, dish
towels and cleaner

Alan Gaylord

Trail stakes for the Woodland Wags 5K
Golos Printing, Inc.

Discount on printing job

Sandy Hall

Educational books

Linda Hillman

Stamps

Pat Holmstrom

Fish tank and filters

Merrill & Lydia Lynn

Beetle and tree books

Olivia, Addison, & Elise Monichetti
Bottled water, printer paper, tissues,
paper towels, bird food and cat food

Multi Media Services

Signage for Woodland Wags 5K

Emma Novotny

Wildlife books and magazines

Joan Parson

Two books in memory of Hope Welliver
Ellie Stimson

Animal food, PetSmart gift card, and bird
seed

The Sand Box

Powder coating for Woodland Wags trail
markers

Gary Thompson

Bobcat photo for the museum

Ray Thweatt

Two bird books

Jessica Wilcox

Animal food

Grants
Hardinge Anderson Evans Foundation
Intel Volunteer Grant Program

Annual Appeal 2014-2015
Carl & Cindy Hayden
Corning Credit Union

Ted & Sandy Tubbs

Kirk & Barb Vieselmeyer
Thomas & Linda Wilber

ARE YOU FOLLOWING US
ONLINE?

For different perspectives and
breaking news on what’s happening
up here on the hill, follow
Tanglewood on our social media
and website!

www.tanglewoodnaturecenter.com

We are on facebook and twitter,
where you’re more likely to get your
cute animal photo fix, weather
closure updates, and up-to-the-
minute info on our shenanigans:

www.facebook.com/
tanglewoodnaturecenter

@tanglewoodnc

THE NUTHATCH GIFT SHOP
Open anytime the Nature Center is
open, you can pick up a variety of
gifts for yourself and your family!
Field guides, stuffed animals, and
artwork available. Members get
20% off.

Photo credit: Stu Gallagher



