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You might have known me as the 

naturalist and educator for the past 

15 years at Tanglewood. Since our 

previous curator left for a new job, 

I have taken over the position. I am 

excited and happy at the 

opportunity to keep the museum 

and animals healthy and clean for 

all of our wonderful patrons, staff, 

volunteers, interns, and visitors. 

There have been some wonderful 

changes to our facility this summer. 

Bernice, our African spurred 

tortoise, has a new outdoor 

enclosure. As you walk along the 

sidewalk towards the main 

building, you will notice a 

beautiful lattice fence enclosure. 

Out back where she used to roam 

is now a beautiful revamped 

garden area, thanks to the hard 

work of our pollinators’ garden 

club. Inside, where the Children’s 

Room was once located, is her new 

indoor enclosure. There are 43 

live animals in our collection. It 

takes a lot of effort from more 

people than myself to ensure their 

well-being. I would like to take 

this time to thank our animal care 

volunteers, interns, staff, and 

patrons. Together we are making 

Tanglewood thrive, and we are 

not going anywhere. To a clean 

and positive experience for all. 

Internship applications are accepted on a rolling basis. We offer 

undergraduate students the opportunity to work alongside our staff in three 

positions: animal care/museum, environmental education, and non-profit 

management. Internships are unpaid but can usually be used for college 

credits. Please email your application and a cover letter to Maggie, 

Volunteer Coordinator (volunteer.tanglewood@gmail.com).  

  

Animal Care and Museum Curator internship: 

This position has duties including cleaning, maintaining and designing museum exhibits, 

feeding and healthcare for animals, and handling/socializing animals.  

 

Environmental Education internship: 

Position involves assisting with or conducting educational workshops and programs, 

guided tours, and hikes.   

  

Non-Profit Management internship: 

This position involves assisting our staff with marketing, fundraising and event planning, 

participating in membership and other committees as applicable, operating the gift shop 

and aiding visitors. 

Tanglewood Nature Center & Museum 

443 Coleman Ave. Elmira NY 14903 

Ph: 607-732-6060  Fax: 607-732-6210 

Email: tanglewoodnc@stny.rr.com 

www.tanglewoodnaturecenter.com 

 

Nature Center Hours of Operation: 

Tuesday-Friday 9am-4pm 

Saturday 10am-4pm 

Trails open dawn-dusk 365 days/year 

 

Nature Center Holiday Closures:  

New Year’s Eve. New Year’s Day, Memorial 

Day, Independence Day, Labor Day, 

Columbus Day, Thanksgiving Day, 

Christmas Eve and Christmas Day. 

 

Contact Us: 

Curator’s Corner 

Ian McLaughlin, Curator & 

Educator 

443 Coleman Avenue Elmira, NY 14903 
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Sydney White is one of our two new staff 
members here at Tanglewood. Sydney is our 
new educator and is excited to teach kids and 
the local community about environmental 
stewardship. Growing up in the Corning area, 
Sydney is very familiar with the local flora and 
fauna. Sydney is also a recent graduate of 
Corning Community College where she 
received her degree in Environmental 
Sciences. Her love of nature, animals and 
education is what brought her to Tanglewood 
and is what makes her an excellent fit!  
Sydney is also our resident chicken expert 
and raises over 80 chickens! At work, her 
favorite animal is Neville the rabbit. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Ryan Donnelly is our second new staff member joining the team. 
Ryan will be working as a marketer, educator and camp co-director. 
Ryan is also very familiar with Tanglewood because he is a former 
camper, volunteer, and  camp counselor 
in that order! Although born and raised 
in Horseheads, Ryan is joining us from 
Charleston, South Carolina where he 
worked with alligators, bobcats and a 
multitude of songbirds. He graduated 
from Gettysburg College with a degree 
in Environmental Studies and Wildlife 
Ecology. He also has his master’s 
degree in Biology from The Citadel. He 
is most excited about working with 
school groups and summer camps to 
get them interested about the ecology of 
the Southern Tier. Although alligators 
hold a special place in his heart, his two 
favorite animals at Tanglewood are 
Evander the box turtle and Sophie the 
great horned owl! 

 
 
 

V IDE O   

Upcoming Events at Tanglewood!  
 
Please note that  because of  the changing si tuat ion with Covid,  we wi l l  be schedul ing 
publ ic programs and events in a “ last  minute” fashion.  Please check our website and 
Facebook pages regular ly for updates,  and if  you haven ’t  a lready, jo in our weekly 
mai l ing l is t !  Emai l  Deanna O ’Brian to be added to the l is t !   
tanglewoodoffmgr@out look.com 

 

What to look for:  
•  Winter Wiggles :  It's time to shake the snow off your boots, cozy up in the museum to read a story-

book, and learn about animals & nature!  This free pre-K program runs November-March, on the 
first  Wednesday  morning of each month from 10am-10:45am. Each program will include a story for 
the kids with an up-close-and-personal animal guest. No RSVP is needed. Masks will be required for 
ages 2 and up.   

• Homeschool Drop In : Want to get outside on a science expedition, and learn about a topic in-
depth with hands-on exploration? We are continuing our drop-in program on the last Tuesday of each 
month from 10am-11am Programs will be held from November to March. These programs are geared 
for ages 5 and up. Perfect for homeschooling families but open to anyone! Each program will dive into 
a different topic, and the curriculum is designed to enrich and expand on STEM standards. Dress for 
the weather and expect to spend some time outdoors! Masks will be required. $5 for a family if you're 
a member of Tanglewood; if you're not yet a member, $10 for the family.   

 
 

Who’s New at Tanglewood?  
    Meet our newest staff members!  

Thanks to all who made our fundraiser a success on Saturday 
September 18th! 170 guests sampled local beers and wines, met our 
avian ambassadors and enjoyed a silent auction and a liquor 
pull!  Hope to see you all again next year! 
 
Thanks also to our sponsors: 
Mengel, Metzger & Barr 
BCK Partners 

Twilight at Tanglewood:  
An evening of birds, barbeque, and 
beverages was a big hit!  

Win For Wildlife– Fundraising Raffle 
Buy as many raffle tickets as you like for our 3rd annual Win for Wildlife. Your raffle ticket enters you for 
three drawings for cash prizes: $1,000, $500, and $250. Need not be present to win - this drawing will be 
livestreamed so you can enjoy your win from the comfort of your couch!  

Tickets will be available starting December 1, 2021 and the drawing is Tuesday March 1, 2022!  

Tickets are $20 each. You can purchase tickets from a board member, stopping in or by calling the 
office at 607-732-6060 and your ticket(s) will be automatically entered into the drawing and your 
matching ticket stub(s) will be mailed to you. 



A Message f rom the President  
Wish List  

Pollinator Garden Progress Report 
If you’ve been up to Tanglewood and visited the aviaries recently, I hope you noticed our developing pollinator garden. The idea 

came when I heard Bernice was getting a new home (also check out her new place near the front entrance – great job by John 
Slechta!). What to do with the space? We agreed to develop a pollinator garden: an area specifically planted with native flowering 

shrubs and plants to attract a variety of pollinators. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
Many flowering plants, including those we grow for food, require pollinators to reproduce.  Several pollinators, such as birds, wasps, 
beetles and, most importantly, bees, are in decline. Factors such as a loss of feeding and nesting habitats, misuse of pesticides, disease 
(including parasites carried on invasive species) and changes in climatic patterns are contributing to shifting and shrinking pollinator 
populations.  In line with a key element of Tanglewood’s mission of environmental preservation; a pollinator garden provides the 
opportunity to educate about this important issue. 
After researching the type of plants that thrive in the open, dry environment and are also deer resistant, I selected several native to the 
local area.  The side bar lists some of the plants used so far.  We also kept non-native flowering shrubs like Forsythia and Butterfly 
Bush that do attract butterflies. 
Once I investigated the area in more detail, I realized there would be a lot more to this project than just Bernice’s old paddock: the 
frog pond needed some serious work as it had become choked with cattails and appeared to  have sprung a leak and the whole area 
suffered from lack of weeding and maintenance.  I decided to completely renovate the pond and put in a gravel path to provide access 
between the aviaries. 
The majority of the work has involved serious digging and removing of weeds and grasses – yes, not ALL plants that grow naturally 
are good for pollinators!  Thanks to the many volunteers that have included those from Corning Incorporated, The Islamic 

Association of the Twin Tiers, Tanglewood Board members and volunteers.  I would particularly like to thank Forrest Meekins, who 
has been maintaining the gardens as well as one person can for a while.  She continues to lend her botanical expertise to guide the 
project. 

The project still isn’t complete.  We plan to develop a rock garden around the boulder circle that was Bernice’s paddock and put up 
some information boards to detail some of the plants and pollinators you will see.  Most importantly, we will need to continue to 
weed and maintain the area in future years.  If you are interested in 
getting involved, we meet on the last Saturday of each month from 9am
-noon.  We may have other dates coming up as well so keep an eye on 
Tanglewood’s email. 
 
You can also help pollinators in your own yards by doing the following: 

 Plant a garden using native flowering plants.  I recommend the 
Plantsmen Nursery in Groton (just north of Ithaca).  They have a 
wide selection available from May through to the Fall. 

 Provide habitat for nesting and egg-laying, such as shrubs, tall 
grasses and low-growing plants, patches of fallen branches and 
small patches of bare ground.  Build a bee nesting block. 

 Avoid or limit pesticide use.  Expect and accept a little pest 
activity.  Remove pests by hand if necessary.  If you must use 
pesticide, choose one that is less toxic and apply in the evening 
when pollinators are not as active. 

A N IMA LS  

Board & Staff 
2021 BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Janet Chilson, President 

Angela May, Vice President 

Kintu Early, Treasurer 

Emily McConnell, Secretary 

 

Cathy Bachman 

William Bishop 

Michael Bono 

Jessica Degarmo 

Kelly Domineske 

Victoria Ehlen 

James Emmick 

Charles Friend 

Claire Warren Ginnan 

Rich Gridley 

Jeremy Hourihan 

Lynsey Hourihan 

Josh Latterell 

Tina MacRonald 

Duane Saxton 

Alan Winston 

STAFF 

Elaine Smith, Executive Director 

Ryan Donnelly, Educator, Marketer and Camp 

Co-Director 

Maggie Groce, Educator, Volunteer Coordinator 

and Camp Co-Director 

Bob Kurcoba, Facilities  

Ian McLaughlin, Curator and Educator 

Deanna O’Brian, Office Manager 

Sydney White, Educator 

 

JANET CHILSON, PRESIDENT OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS  

Fresh fruit and veggies, especially non-iceberg lettuce / latex 
gloves size L and XL, masks/sponges, paper towels / heat 
pads and UVA/UVB bulbs 60-100 watts / laundry detergent, 
dawn dish soap, and mop heads / gift cards to Petco, 
PetSmart, Minier’s, grocery stores  
 
 
Glue sticks, crayons and markers, watercolor and tempera 
paints / children’s nature and science books for the Little Free 
Library / Scotch tape and duct tape / white and colored office 
paper and card stock / pencils and lined paper / paper towels / 
Kleenex / toilet paper / decaf and regular coffee / dry creamer / 
gift cards to Staple’s and Sam’s / napkins / paper, compostable 
plates / bamboo silverware / gift certificates (to anywhere!) for 
fundraisers / Safety Salt for sidewalks  

A N IMA LS  

B U ILD IN GS  &  P R O GR A MS  

Native shrubs: 
St John’s Wort 
Shrubby Cinquefoil 
Northern Bayberry 
Fragrant Sumac 
Bush Honeysuckle 
 
Native perennials: 
Butterfly weed 
Common Milkweed 
Hairy Beardtongue 
Mountain Mint 
Blue False Indigo 
Meadow Sage 
Obedient Plant 
Sweet Jo Pye Weed 
Anise Hysop 
Bluestar 



As of October 6th, 2021 
 
New Members 
 
Individual $40 
Donna Abrunzo  
Lisa Ventura 
 
Senior Family $45 
Kevin & Mary Barrett 
Marcus & Charlotte Kantz  
Walter & Jeanette Zakrzewski 
 
Family $50 
Melissann & Kevin Ashton-
Patton 
Michelle Battersby  
Michaela & Bulezim Azemi 
Sarah Benjamin 
Kate Biddle 
Rossi & Aaron Brown 
Lesley & Matthew Cloke 
Anitra & Edgar Colon 
Amber & Michael Crouthamel  
Sarah Dowdall  
Jessica Drew 
Leslie Easton 
Austin Farrell  
Brianna Flint  
Kaitlyn Fulton & Jeremy Hooey  
Jessica & Stephen Green 
Amanda Horgan 
Morgan Hughes 
Jessica Hull 
Lynda Kramer 
Tess Interlicchia 
Wonyong Lee 
Nichole Lewis 
Jie Liu 
Talicia Livermore 
Desiree & Anthony Lopenzo 
Amy & Greg Lorenz 
Molly Lutton 
Andrea & Tom Lynch 
Amanda & Matthew Mahoney 
Kelly & Nathaniel McElhaney 
Erin Mcguigan 
Jaclyn & Ryan  McLaughlin 
Brianna Morales 
Katie & Mike Muldoon 
Maggie & Tim Murray 

New 
Members & 
Donations 

Laura Kemmerer & David Nelson 
Mike Novotny 
Bridget & Chris Petrillose 
Heather & Dan Rao 
Anne Romano 
Raja Laxmi Sankar 
Jennifer Savino 
Lizabeth Scheffert 
Rachael & Kenneth Smith 
Jill & Adam Telech 
Samantha Tirrell  
Deborah Tokar 
Alyssa & Dan Weber 
Erica Webster 
Cara Wijkowski 
Xinxin Zhang 
 
Bluebird $100-499 
Victoria Ehlen  
Liying Zhang 
 
Corporate Hawk 

Foster’s Wine & Spirits 

 
Continuing 1973 Patron Circle 
Members $1,000+ 

Dean & Janice Butts 

Joseph & Giuliana Calderone 

Duke & Wendy Carroll 
Janet & Brian Chilson 

Mary Muse & Kevin Coughlin 

Charles & Trudy Craig 

Kintu & Yulonda Early 

Jim & Sharon Emmick 

Thomas & Deborah Fennell 
Charles & Muriel Friend 

Frank & Linda Gudas 

Gene Herber 

Harry & Jennifer Hillman 

Linda Hillman 

Jon & Donna Homuth 

Conrad Wolan & Kelly Hume 

Deborah & Donald Lauper 

Robert McKinnon 

Janet & John McLaughlin 

Arthur & Beverly Morrell 
Kevin Orvek 

Mary Anne & William Perks 

Thomas & Katherine Roehlke 

Bonnifer & Leslie Schweizer 

Stuart & Lucy Schweizer 

Ron & Erica Verkleeren 

Alan & Maria Winston 

 
Grants 
Anderson Foundation 
Anonymous 
Chemung County Room Tax 

Community Foundation 
Corning Incorporated Foundation 

Delores K. Crumb Charitable 
Foundation 
Hilliard Foundation 
Salesforce.org 
Traingle Fund 
ZBGA 
 
Monetary Donations 
Alexandra Belinky 
Jonathan Knight & Phyllis Bishop 
Gary & Ann Brouse 
Duke & Wendy Carroll 
Jonathan Cooper 
Barbara Friedman  

Marion Gordon 
Bill Carey & Betsy Hillfiger 
Marcus & Charlotte Kantz  
William & Barbara Lock 
Ethan McDonald 
Martha Pierce 
Alan & Linda Roessler 
Eric Burns & Lynn Williams 
Barry & Jane Winters 
Earl & Sally Wright 
 
Amazon Smile 
Facebook 
Givinga Foundation, Inc. 
Hilliard Corporation - In Plant Fund 
SEFA 
Target 
United Way Campaign 
YourCause 
Yunis Realty, Inc. Charitable Fund 
 
Leaf Detective Book Project 
Charles & Muriel Friend 
 
Twilight at Tanglewood Sponsors 
Mengel, Metzger, Barr & Co. LLP 
BCK Partners  
 
Twilight at Tanglewood Raffle 
Donors 

Bell’s Country Coffee 

Brian & Janet Chilson 

Christmas House 

Jim & Sharon Emmick 

GCP Discount Liquors  
Hamilton Meats 

National Souring Museum 

Gail Norwood 

Michelle Padilla 

Kelly Smith 

Polly Smith-Blackwell 
Tyler Smith 

Southerntier Custom Fabricators 

Vulcraft 
Wild Birds Unlimited 

Willow Creek Golf 

Ziff Law Firm 

 
Twilight at Tanglewood Vendors 

Barnstormer Winery 

Four Fights Distilling 

Horseheads Brewing 

Iron Flamingo 

Liquid Shoes Brewing 

Stone Age BBQ 

Wagner Vineyard 

 
Run for the Hills Sponsors 
Avital’s 
BCK Partners 
Cameron Manufacturing 
Confluence Running 
Corning Incorporated MTE Group 
Corning Incorporated Pharmaceutical Technologies 
Crystal Heart Yoga 
James Emmick 
Mengel, Metzger, Barr & Co. LLP 
Nel’s Tractor 
Wegmans 
 
In Memory of Dan Larrea 
Lee Gernert-Larrea 
 
In Memory of Jacob E. Trimmer V 
Scott Cook 
 
In Memory of Philip Early – for the pollinator garden 
Islamic Association of the Finger Lakes 
 
In Memory of Ellen Hyland – for the pollinator garden 
Sara Hyland 
 
In Memory of Lindy VanBrunt 

William & Charlotte Winkky 
 

In Memory of John Bailey 

Jeffrey Bailey 
 

In Memory of Robert Ehrhardt 

John & Sandra Wardell 
 
In Honor of Kathy Palmer 
Jennifer Latham 
 
Happy Birthday Addison Monichetti 
Adrian Witt 

 

In Kind Donations 

Rob Aumick  
Owl taxidermy and office supplies  

Duke & Wendy Carroll  
Office supplies  
Gunnar & Michelle Podolec  
Air conditioner for the lodge  
Gail Norwood  
PC Monitor and HDMI cord  
Ellie Stimson  
Collected at her birthday party - Paper towels, 

gloves, Kleenex, glue sticks, hand sanitizer, dish 

soap, sponges, coloring books, pipe cleaners, 

spray paint and timothy hay  
Ron & Dawn Lanouette  

Nature Books 
SPCA  
Aspen and pine bedding 

 


