Volunteer & Internship Opportunities

Internship applications are accepted on a rolling basis. We offer
undergraduate students the opportunity to work alongside our staff in three
positions: animal care/museum, environmental education, and non-profit
management. Internships are unpaid but can usually be used for college
credits. Please email your application and a cover letter to Bridget,
Community Relations Manager (volunteer.tanglewood@gmail.com).

Animal Care and Museum Curator internship:
This position has duties including cleaning, maintaining and designing museum exhibits,
feeding and healthcare for animals, and handling/socializing animals.

Environmental Education internship:
Position involves assisting with or conducting educational workshops and programs,
guided tours, and hikes.

Non-Profit Management internship:

This position involves assisting our staff with marketing, fundraising and event planning,
participating in membership and other committees as applicable, operating the gift shop
and aiding visitors.
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Contact Us:

Tanglewood Nature Center & Museum
443 Coleman Ave. Elmira NY 14903
Ph: 607-732-6060 Fax: 607-732-6210
Email: tanglewoodnc@stny.rr.com
www.tanglewoodnaturecenter.com

Nature Center Hours of Operation:
Tuesday-Friday 9am-4pm

Saturday 10am-4pm

Trails open dawn-dusk 365 days/year

Nature Center Holiday Closures:

New Year’s Eve. New Year’'s Day, Memorial
Day, Independence Day, Labor Day,
Columbus Day, Thanksgiving Day,

Christmas Eve and Christmas Day.
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It has been a long five months.

As I’ve said before, I am
proud to work for an
organization that not only
pulls together when the going
gets tough, but also one that
gives people the space to get
outside, stretch their legs, and
breathe some fresh air. Nature
has always been my place to
decompress and reset. It has
also been the place that

An update from Elaine

Elaine Spacher, Executive Director

reminds me [ am just a small
part of a very big world. The
situation with Covid-19 has
cemented what I have always
believed—we all NEED
nature. That is why
Tanglewood exists.

Truth be told, though, existing
is hard right now for many
non-profits. Tanglewood has
lost most of our revenue

streams during this
pandemic. Many people
believe that non-profits are
funded by another entity “out
there” - maybe the state or
federal government, or some
big foundation grant. The
fact is, many of us have
varied revenue streams that
help us pay the bills and thus
ultimately fulfill our mission.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 3



M INZi Michael Bono, Principal & Co-Founder of BCK Partners, Inc. .
Gifts and Giving  afagiedsed e Upcoming Events at Tanglewood!

Tanglewood Nature Center & Museum has carried out its mission of education, preservation and raising awareness Clear your calendars and get ready for these festivities
of our natural environment for the past 47 years! In doing so, it has become a key educator of children and adults
throughout the Southern Tier. As a non-profit organization, Tanglewood’s operations are funded from various

sources — grants; summer camp and program tuition; membership dues; and most importantly- fundraiser events and SATURDAY MORNING HIKES VIRTUAL TRIVIA

private donations. Private donations are the key element in supporting our mission throughout our region. It is Saturdays 10am-12pm through November. Friday 12/4 starts at 7pm.

during this time of COVID-19 that we need your donations most. Each Saturday, one of our naturalist staff or Register online—more details to come.

volunteers will lead a hike around one of our Nature nerd trivia returns.... Virtually! Join

As a reminder, there are several ways one may choose to donate. As a 501(c)3 organization, your donations are trails! The trails will rotate and will vary in us for Wacky Winter Trivia from the

eligible for a tax deduction. Popular ways of donating include: difficulty—the yellow trail is a fairly gentle comfort of your home. Ugly or absurd
. _ . mile loop; the red trail is a rigorous and rugged sweaters welcome. BYO device, wifi, and

Cash Gifts: Checks are always welcome, but you may find it easier to simply go to our website: three mile leg stretch over significant grades. beverage. We’ll be doing this event via

tanglewoodnaturecenter.com and click on the “Donate” tab to contribute via credit card. More information about each week is on our Zoom. This event is designed for adults.

website. These hikes will run rain or shine—
except in cases of severe weather/thunder.
Hiking boots, water, and insect repellent/
sunscreen are recommended.

Gifts of Appreciated Stock: If you have highly appreciated stock, you may choose to donate it by transferring it to
Tanglewood. By doing so, you would avoid capital gains taxes if you otherwise sold those shares. Additionally, if
you are eligible for a charitable deduction on your tax return, you would be able to deduct the Fair Market Value of
the shares donated . Should you be interested in gifting shares of publicly traded stock, please call Deanna

O’Brian at: (607)732-6060. « September 26
(0D e October 10
Donor Advised Funds: If you use Donor Advised Funds for your charitable giving, please don’t forget us when « October 24
making your annual distributions! « November 7
« November 21

IRA — QCD: A “QCD” is a Qualified Charitable Distribution from an IRA. For those that are over age 70 %2, one :
may make a charitable distribution from $100 up to $100,000 from their IRA directly to a charity each year. This . ' A e
distribution will also satisfy your annual Required Minimum Distribution (RMD). When making a QCD from an TREK FOR TANGLEWOOD: = Y
IRA, the amount distributed from your IRA is not included in your income like a normal distribution would. hikeathon fundraiser!
Thereby lowering your taxable income. If you are interested in making a QCD, or learning more about them, please

call Deanna O’Brian at (607) 732-6060 to receive the necessary routing information needed by your IRA custodian. ) ) )
(1 (607) v v routing v you " Due to the Covid-19 pandemic, we will hold

our annual fund raiser virtually. By signing up

WILL: Finally, don’t forget to add us as part of your estate plan by making a specific bequest to Tanglewood for our first Trek for Tanglewood event, you
Nature Center in your Will. will be supporting the preservation of over 300
acres of forever wild land and the education of
Please consult your tax advisor to ensure applicability for your particular tax situation. 30,000 children on the wonders of the natural
world.
CARES ACT UPDATE:

How does it work?

Earlier this year the CARES Act (Coronavirus Aid, Relief, Economic Security Act) was signed into law to mitigate
the financial impact of the pandemic on our economy. There are several provisions that directly affect charitable
contributions. Key provisions include:

Register online! There is a minimum participation fee of $30.

Participate by hiking any distance at any location between September 17th and October 1st.
Ask your family and friends to sponsor your hike.

For Charitable contributions made in 2020, there is now available an unlimited charitable deduction for cash A prize will be presented to the hiker who raises the most money for Tanglewood. Prizes
contributions to public charities, for taxpayers who itemize deductions. This means for every dollar contributed, an announced October 2nd at 2pm!

income tax deduction will be allowed up to the taxpayer’s adjusted gross income. The “unlimited” charitable
deduction is applicable only for cash contributions. Prior to the passage of the CARES Act, there was a 60%
limitation on such deduction.

B

Also, don’t forget to snap a picture while you are out and submit for a chance to win additional
prizes in the following categories:
The CARES Act also increases the limitation on the corporate charitable contribution deduction from 10% of

taxable income to 25% of taxable income. Furthermore, the limitation on contributions of food inventory is
increased from 15% to 25%.

Most creative family hiking photo

Best hiking photo with a pet

Most inspiring nature selfie while on a hike
Funniest hiking photo

Most unique nature finding while hiking

For tax years beginning in 2020, eligible taxpayers are entitled to an “above the line” deduction of up to $300 for
qualified charitable contributions. An eligible taxpayer is an individual who did not elect to itemize deductions on
schedule A. A qualified contribution is a cash contribution to a public charity.



A Message from the President

JANET CHILSON, PRESIDENT OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS

I have to say that I’ve never
spent so much time looking out
of the windows of the house as I
have over the past few

months. Of course, the reason is
because we have been in
lockdown due to Covid-19 and,
for the most part, the only trips
I’'m making are to the grocery
store. I am fortunate to have a
yard with several trees and
shrubs to look out upon and it
has been visited by numerous
birds and wildlife.

I’ve always been interested in
birdwatching and maintain a
yard list of different

species. The highlights so far
this year have been a Pileated
Woodpecker absolutely
shredding an old tree — my
husband and I watched it throw
large wood chips up to 10 feet
away - and a visitation by an
Orchard Oriole to our quince
bush. We always get Baltimore
Orioles so it was easy to
compare the two and confirm a
new bird for our yard list. I'm
up to 41 species now — not bad
for just a 0.8 acre plot.

So, why birds? To quote Jason

Ward*: “Birds have always had
the ability to bring me out of a

ANIMALS

dark space and provide relief in bad
times.” — and, let’s face it, we are
going through some pretty bad
times.

It’s certainly a well-known fact that
spending time in green space or
bringing nature into your everyday
life can benefit both your mental and
physical wellbeing. As such, we are
especially lucky in this area to be
able to get out to Tanglewood for
some exercise in the fresh

air. Please feel free to enjoy the
trails — just keep that physical
distancing in mind.

What is also important is keeping
positive about the future because life
will return to normal at some

point. In this regard, I would
especially like to thank our staff who
are continuing to look after our
animals, posting online educational
videos and planning for future
programs. One way or another, they
continue to fulfill Tanglewood’s
primary mission of education about
nature. Many thanks to all of them!

I feel special appreciation must go to
our Executive Director, Elaine. She
is doing an awesome job of keeping
the staff motivated and working as a
team, as well as managing the
stressful financial aspects of the

situation. To talk briefly of
practicalities, we have been able to
support all our staff financially for
a few months while utilizing the
government Paycheck Protection
Program. We are currently running
summer camps — much changed
and less children than usual due to
tight state and county

guidelines. Going forward, we will
be relying on our members,
sponsors and donors, without
whom we could not

continue. Thanks to those of you
who have already stepped up —
leaving food and supplies for the
animals and sending messages of
support. We really appreciate all
of you and hope you will be able to
continue to support us going
forward! Please keep safe and
healthy — we look forward to
seeing you at Tanglewood in
future!

*For those not familiar with Jason,
he is a birder, science nerd, and
social activist from the Bronx. He
currently lives in Georgia, where
he leads bird walks and has done
science surveys with the Atlanta
Audubon Society. You can read
more about Jason on the Audubon
website.

Wish List

Fresh fruit and veggies, especially non-iceberg lettuce / latex gloves size L and XL, sponges, paper towels /
heat pads and UVA/UVB bulbs 60-100 watts / laundry detergent, dawn dishsoap, and mop heads / gift cards to
Petco, PetSmart, Minier’s, grocery stores

Glue sticks, crayons and markers, water color and tempera paints / children’s nature and science books for the
Little Free Library / Scotch tape and duct tape / white and colored office paper and card stock / pencils and
lined paper / paper towels / Kleenex / toilet paper / decaf and regular coffee / dry creamer / gift cards to Staple’s
and Sam’s / napkins / paper, compostable plates / bamboo silverwear / gift certificates (to anywhere!) for
fundraisers / Safety Salt for sidewalks

An update from Elaine

Elaine Spacher, Executive Director

(continued from front cover) In normal times, the loss of one or two revenue
streams is surmountable, but these aren’t normal times, and we haven’t lost
only one or two—we have lost funds in ALL FIVE of our income
categories. This is unprecedented.

It’s not all gloom and doom—we were able to open at the end of June, and
we have been holding our summer camps with a much, much smaller group
of kids each week. We have been doing virtual programs and weekly
livestream programming as well as planning for what we can do when the
school year begins (which has its own set of challenges). We received a
PPP loan and had a great membership drive with help from the Community
Foundation. We still have our full staff and no one has been furloughed yet.
But we definitely need help. How can you be a part of keeping Tanglewood
a place that people can escape to all the time, not just during a pandemic?
You can donate. To our Annual Appeal, to our Giving Tuesday or FLX

Gives campaigns. You can register for our fundraiser, Trek for Tanglewood.

You can become a member. You can simply send a donation in the mail,
online, or drop it off in person. Everything helps, and we need all the help
we can get.

Hoping you are safe and healthy and connecting with nature.

Board & Staff

2020 BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Janet Chilson, President

Rich Gridley, Vice President
Kintu Early, Treasurer

Emily McConnell, Secretary

Benjamin Amsler
William Bishop
Michael Bono
Dean Butts
James Emmick
Charles Friend
Frank Gudas
Jeremy Hourihan
Lynsey Hourihan
Angela May
Linda Roessler
Duane Saxton
Alan Winston

STAFF

Elaine Spacher, Executive Director

Bob Kurcoba, Facilities

Maggie Groce, Educator

lan McLaughlin, Naturalist/Educator

Deanna O’Brian, Office Manager

Bridget Sharry, Community Relations Manager
Jamie Ziegler, Curator, Educator, & Camp

Director



Donations
As of August 20th, 2020

Family $45

Christopher & Beth Bell
Tom & Betsey Fortier
Corey & Maura

Maria Majiros

Deb Maxwell

Sarah Skinner

Continuing 1973 Patron
Circle Members

William & Ann Bishop
Dean & Janice Butts
Joseph & Giuliana
Calderone

Duke & Wendy Carroll
Janet & Brian Chilson
Mary Muse & Kevin
Coughlin

Charles & Trudy Craig
Kintu & Yulonda Early
Jim & Sharon Emmick
Thomas & Deborah Fennell
Charles & Muriel Friend
Frank & Linda Gudas
Gene Herber

Harry & Jennifer Hillman
Linda Hillman

Jon & Donna Homuth
Conrad Wolan & Kelly
Hume

Deborah & Donald Lauper
Barbara McDowell

Rob McKinnon

Janet & John McLaughlin
Arthur & Beverly Morrell
Kevin Orvek

William & Mary Anne
Perks

Thomas & Katherine
Roehlke

Les & Bonnie Schweizer
Paul & Lauren Schweizer
Stuart & Lucy Schweizer
Alan & Maria Winston

Monetary Donations
Hilliard In-Plant Fund
Ashliegh Madison
Art & Bev Morrell
Charlotte Scott

John & Jane Slechta
United Way

Trek for Tanglewood
Sponsors

BCK Partners

Bulkhead Hardware
Cargill Salt

Lighthouse Liquors & Wines
Mengel Metzger Bar & Co.
LLC

Perry & Carroll
Southerntier Custom
Fabricators, Inc.

Stan’s No Tubes

One of the summer
campers showing
off one of the
many, many frogs
they caught (and
named, and
married, and
eulogized) all
summer long. Frogs
included: Green
Bean, Big Chungus,
Jelly Bean, Racer,
Bullet, and Spy.

Grants

Anderson Foundation
Community Foundation of
Elmira-Corning and the Finger
Lakes, Inc.

Hilliard Foundation

Triangle Fund

Gifts in Honor

In Memory of Ellen Hyland
Daniel Bissell

Sara Hurley

Fred Kain

Anna Konstantinova

Mary Jane Monsour

John & Patricia Murphy
Stephen Roe

In Kind Donations

Albert, Deborah & Robert Ash
Animal cage with tunnels
Gerry Caruso

Rake handle

John & Francis Juriga

John Deere lawn tractor
Carly Saunders

Shoes for the Gold Shoe 2021
Jeri Wall

Beautiful framed portrait of
Bernice

Summer Camp Recap

Jamie Ziegler and Maggie Groce, Camp Directors

From Jamie: Nature has always been an escape from the craziness of the world and it was
no different for summer camp this year! The kids (and parents) seemed to be thrilled for the
chance to finally break free from quarantine life and run wild with new friends. More forts
were built and more frogs were caught this year than any other, and the campers adapted
well to wearing masks and washing hands frequently. We are so happy we were able to
provide a fun, safe, educational environment and we hope to see everyone back next
summer!

From Maggie: It’s crazy to think that summer is over and we have finished another year of
summer camp! The kids loved the chance to be outside almost everyday, and playing and
have fun with other kids after the strange school year they finished. This summer, we
explored the yucky parts of nature, learned to how to care for animals big and small,
discovered how to survive in the wilderness, and of course all about Pokémon, to name a
few themes. The kids loved playing and building forts in the woods, catching fish, frogs,
and salamanders by the pond, and meeting some of our animals. While it was certainly
strange to not see all their smiling faces, as they were hidden by the masks, it was clear how
much fun they were having because their laughter echoed around the Lodge and the fields!
As a camp staff this year, we would like to thank the parents for their cooperation adapting
to the new drop off protocols with health screenings to ensure all our campers were healthy
and happy! We wish all the kids a happy, safe, and healthy school year as we already plan
for and anticipate Summer Camp 2021!




