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Can you splint an injured 
dog’s leg, have you ever been 
inside a hot air balloon, have 
you ever grown a culture of 
bacteria from your own 
human hair (even if you 
washed it the night before!), 
do you know which specific 
plant monarch butterflies need 
to lay their eggs (it’s 
Milkweed), can you climb a 
tree using ropes? Well, the 

twenty three girls who 
attended this year’s Meg 
Lowman Treetops Camp can! 
 
Summer camps at 
Tanglewood all focus on 
learning about nature in a fun 
way. The Meg Lowman 
Treetops Camp is special – 
it’s specifically designed to 
empower girls who have a 
love of science – girls must be 

nominated by a teacher/
mentor in the community. It 
is named for Meg Lowman, 
the Elmira born pioneer of 
forest canopy research and a 
role model for women in 
science (checkout www. 
canopymeg.com for more 
about Meg and her mission). 
As a Tanglewood board 
member, I was keen to 

Internship applications are accepted on a rolling basis. We offer  

undergraduate students the opportunity to work alongside our staff in three 

positions: animal care/museum, environmental education, and non-profit 

management. Internships are unpaid but can usually be used for college 

credits. Please email your application and a cover letter to Bridget, 

Community Relations Manager (volunteer.tanglewood@gmail.com).  

 

We also have a dire need for community event volunteers! Tanglewood is 

invited to attend hundreds of fairs, festivals, and events each year—we need 

your help to keep going! If you’re a friendly person who enjoys animals and 

talking to people, available on weekends and some weekday evenings, then 

email Bridget and we can get you trained on how to handle the critters! 

Community event volunteers bring a kit with info on Tanglewood, flyers for 

our events, and kids activities. We make the kit, we provide table/chair/tent 

as needed, and you just stop by the museum to pick it all up on your way— 

with any animal ambassadors that you are trained to handle. Good driving 

record and good communication skills a must!  

Tanglewood Nature Center & Museum 

443 Coleman Ave. Elmira NY 14903 

Ph: 607-732-6060  Fax: 607-732-6210 

Email: tanglewoodnc@stny.rr.com 

www.tanglewoodnaturecenter.com 

 

Nature Center Hours of Operation: 

Tuesday-Friday 9am-4pm 

Saturday 10am-4pm 

Trails open dawn-dusk 365 days/year 

 

Nature Center Holiday Closures:  

New Year’s Eve. New Year’s Day, Memorial 

Day, Independence Day, Labor Day, 

Columbus Day, Thanksgiving Day, 

Christmas Eve and Christmas Day. 

 

Contact Us: 

Girls can do 
anything!  

Janet Chilson 

443 Coleman Avenue Elmira, NY 14903 
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One of the reasons I first became 

engaged with Tanglewood was 

because, looking back at my own 

childhood, time spent outdoors 

playing and learning while 

playing was amongst the most 

influential factors in leading me 

towards a career in the sciences 

and a lifetime of love for all 

things nature related.  That 

opportunity to facilitate the 

introduction of nature and 

science to a new generation of 

children was impossible to pass 

up.  An inseparable side effect of 

introducing children to nature 

and science, is that you also 

introduce them to the people for 

whom nature and science are a 

deep passion, and often a career. 

  

As a result of a fundraiser at Tanglewood, my wife and I had the opportunity to go on a South African Safari this 

spring.  Beyond all the magnificent, once-in-a-lifetime scenery, culture and wildlife we got to experience, one of the 

most profound experiences occurred on a day it was too rainy to go on safari, so we went to a small reptile park 

instead.  Because of the torrential rains, the park had lost power, all but essential staff had been sent home, and myself, 

my wife and our guide/driver were the only visitors that day.  Anywhere else under such conditions, we would have 

certainly been turned away.  Here, however, the lead scientist/manager had them fire up the generator, and gave us a 

personal tour.  Tour is a wild understatement - he walked us through various age classes of crocodiles from 10 inches to 

nearly 20 feet in size (that recognized him by sound and sight, running towards the same fences they ran away from 

when I approached) and an arms-length interaction with a collection of the deadliest, fastest, and frankly most 

terrifyingly beautiful snakes on the continent (mambas and cobras and bushmasters, oh my!).  It was an amazing, in-

depth, personal and educational experience.  

  

That story was just to set up the shameful admission that I have largely undersold the importance of meeting people in 

careers that you might consider, particularly at a young age.  It wasn't until we were driving away that I realized that the 

scientist who  had hand-reared all the crocs at the facility, was partnering with global labs to translate why crocs don't get 

infections to new classes of antibiotics, and had just spent hours of his time with two random tourists was the first Black 

naturalist that I'd ever met.  I know, I can hear the sarcastic question - "Kintu, you were surprised by a Black scientist in 

a nation that is >90% Black?"  Not exactly - what surprised me was the sum of the following facts: I am also Black, I am 

also a scientist, I have spent the last 25+ years working with scientists of every stripe and hue, I have traveled to parks, 

museums and nature centers across the country and around the world...and...I had never met a Black naturalist. 

  

Recognizing my own blind spot brought into new focus the mission of Tanglewood.  When incredible scientists like 

Meg Lowman make an annual return to host a summer camp for girls, or the local chapter of The Society of Women 

Engineers shows how to make slime at Haunted Happenings, or former campers return to share their new careers in 

nature - all have the potential to open new worlds to their students of the moment.  And that's not just due to the material, 

but potentially more importantly to their simple act of being real and accessible.   Best of all, you don't have to be world 

renowned, or fancy titled to have that effect.  All you need is an interest in our mission to volunteer at 

Tanglewood...although endless patience is recommended if you're foolish enough to try something like teaching fly-

casting to 8-year olds.  Whatever your passion for nature, as you come to hike, play and learn at Tanglewood, be sure to 

share it with others. 

V IDE O   

Upcoming Events at Tanglewood!  
   Clear your calendars and get ready for these festivit ies  

HONEYBEE CELEBRATION 
Saturday 9/14 from 1pm-2:30pm. Pre-
registration is required, limit of 30 participants.  
$3 per adult (members), $8 per adult (non-
members), all children free. 
September is Honeybee Month so it’s the perfect 
time to learn about bees with beekeeper Elaine! 
Presentation, beekeeping tips, a visit to our 
observation hive, honey tastings, and recipes. 
Appropriate for children ages 5+.  
 
MUSICAL BY NATURE 
Saturday 9/21 from 10am-12pm, picnic lunch to 
follow.  
Pre-registration required (and more than halfway 
sold-out when this went to print!)  
The Orchestra of the Southern Finger Lakes 
musicians will partner with Tanglewood! 
Participating kids will be inspired by the natural 
world and create their own musical instruments 
from objects found in nature.  
 
TANGLE WITH ZOMBIES 5K  
Saturday 10/19. Run begins at 10am.  
$15 per person before 10/4, $20 after/day-of.  
Dodge the undead on this 5k trail race!  
 
HAUNTED HAPPENINGS 
Saturday 10/19 from 11am-2pm. Admission is 
free; tickets for snacks and activities available for 
purchase at the door.  
All your favorites return: hayrides, pumpkins, bake 
sale, facepainting, and slime!  
 
HAUNTED HAPPENINGS AFTER PARTY  
Saturday 10/19 from 7pm-10pm.  
21+. $20 members, $25 non-members.  
DJ and dancing, beer and snacks included with 
ticket. Costumes encouraged. Adults only!  
 
WILD TURKEYS & WILD TURKEY TRIVIA 
Friday 11/15. Starts at 7pm. Pre-registration is 
required for teams; max of 10 teams allowed. $5 
per person; max of 6 people per team.  
The triumphant return of Nature Nerd Trivia. 
Bring your friends and wits; we provide whiskey 
samples, beer, snacks, and questions. Topics 
include: wild fowl; whisk(e)ys and distilling; 
Thanksgiving trivia.  

RAPTOR FLIGHT DEMONSTRATION 
Saturday 12/14 from 11am-12pm.  
Free. All ages welcome.  
Brie and one or more of our birds of prey will 
teach you about the hows and whys of life on 
the wing… then demonstrate flight right before 
your eyes!  
 
 
PRE-K FAMILY WEEKLY PROGRAMS: 

 
 Hike, Learn, and Play 

Join Jamie every Friday morning from 10am-
11am, for an outdoorsy activity that will keep 
your little ones active April through October. 
Free.  

Winter Wiggles 
Join Ian every Wednesday morning from 10am-
11am for a storybook paired with an animal 
meet-and-greet! Program runs November 
through March. Free.  
 

LAST TUESDAY HOMESCHOOL DROP-IN 

PROGRAMS 

$5 for the whole family if members/$10 non-

members 

Designed for elementary aged children, but we’ll 

adapt the subject to meet any and all ages present! 

Bring the whole family to learn about the topic—

hands-on, meeting animals, and outdoor exploration 

all included. Drop-in programs run from 10am-

11am. Tanglewood follows the weather delays and 

closures of the Elmira City School district—should 

there be a closure or a delay for the city, our 

program will be canceled. Please check our website 

for info!  

 9/24 What’s in the Wetlands? 

 10/29 Fall Foliage and Winter Plant Dormancy  

 11/26 Skeletal systems—Mammals, reptiles, & 

birds 

 12/17 (a week early due to holidays) - Natural 

Art for the Holiday—Make & Take!  

 1/28 Mad Science Experiments 

 2/25 Benefits of Play and the Science of 

Exercise for humans and pets 

 3/31 Climate Change doesn’t have to be Scary  

President’s Address 
    

KINTU EARLY, PHD 



While I typically spend most of my 
time with the animals here at 
Tanglewood, I also get the 
opportunity to run Tanglewood’s 
summer camp. I had never attended 
any camps when I was younger so I 
guess you could say that 
Tanglewood is my very first 
summer camp experience! I’m often 
asking our campers “What did you 
learn today?” but I thought I would 
share a bit of 
what I’ve learned at summer camp 
over the past three years. 
 
I taught a week of camp as an intern 
in my first year at Tanglewood and 
it was a week that both taught me 
and haunts me. Fishing camp is no 
joke, my friends. There are hooks 
everywhere, campers who don’t 
want to touch worms, campers who 
want to touch the worms too much, 
and a whole lot of tangled fishing 
line. But despite the chaos, I 
genuinely enjoyed the time we had 
by the ponds because you could tell 
that the kids were really enjoying 
what they were learning. We could 
lecture to them all day about knot 
tying and proper casting but they 
only truly absorbed it once we were 
outside putting that knowledge into 
action. Watching campers catch 

Fresh fruit and veggies, especially non-iceberg lettuce, / crickets, mealworms, and worms / guinea pig, 
chinchilla, hedgehog, and rabbit pellet foods / guinea pig vitamin c treats / chinchilla dust / cuttle bones / latex 
gloves size L and XL, sponges, paper towels / Yesterday’s News litter, CareFRESH Natural bedding / heat 
pads and UVA/UVB bulbs 60-100 watts, drippers and misters for amphibians / gently used towels / laundry 
detergent, dawn dishsoap, and mop heads / gift cards to Petco, PetSmart, Minier’s, grocery stores / generator 
for when we lose power and the animals want to be snuggly warm! 
 

 
 

Glue sticks, crayons and markers, water color and tempera paints / white and colored office paper and card 
stock / bottled water / paper towels / Kleenex / toilet paper / decaf and regular coffee / K cups / reusable K-cup 
filter / gift cards to Staple’s and Sam’s / napkins / plates / plastic silverwear / plastic wine glasses / serving 
dishes, bowls, and spoons / pole saw (new or gently used) 

What I  learned at  summer camp  

Wish List  

their very first fish was an awesome 
experience, even if some of them 
didn’t want to touch it after they had 
caught it.  
 
Another year, we took a group of 
campers down to the creek one day 
just to explore. We didn’t give them 
an objective, just the direction to look 
around. There’s a bit of a slope to 
climb down to access the creek and it 
didn’t occur to me until I looked back 
at some hesitant campers that not 
every kid has climbed into a creek 
before. It ended up being a really good 
lesson in safety and independence and 
the campers discovered all sorts of 
cool plants and animals and even 
some natural clay! I’ve learned that 
the lessons you didn’t plan on 
teaching can also lead to valuable 
skills, even if it means ruining your 
clothes sliding down a muddy bank.  
 
I’ve taught many unplanned summer 
camp lessons in the past few years. I 
took the 
Outdoor Adventure campers out for a 
midday hike when one camper asked, 
“Why does cold 
orange juice get warm if left out but 
hot toast gets cold?” Okay...not 
exactly a question related to the task at 
hand but a good time to talk about 

A N IMA LS  

B U ILD IN GS  &  E XH IB IT S  

Board & Staff 

Girls really can do anything! 
  Janet Chilson, Board Member 

 
(continued from page 1)  
...see what went on for myself. 
 
The girls took part in several science-oriented activities; such as 
learning about meteorology, discovering pond life and 
diagnosing animal injuries from X-ray photographs. During the 
time I was there, I heard several comments that sum up how the 
week tests the girls to expand their capabilities: “This is the first 
time I’ve hiked this far,” “I never knew that rattlesnakes eat ticks 
and help the world,” and “I’ve never climbed a tree before!” 
 
The week culminated with a visit and talk by Meg Lowman 
herself and tree climbing with Cornell Outdoor Education to 
check out the tree canopy – just like Meg in the rainforest. This 
can be daunting but every one of the girls made it at least three 
quarters of the way up and were thrilled to learn this new skill. 
So, overall, want did the girls learn? “Science needs more 
women,” “How to climb trees and about bacteria,” “Girls have 
power and confidence,” and “Girls can do anything!” 
 
Based on what I saw, these girls can definitely do anything they 
put their minds to and I wish them all the best for their bright 
futures. 

energy transfer nonetheless. So we 
explained the concept to him and 
went about our day. Later on when 
the campers sat down to lunch, the 
same camper mentioned that his cold 
food had gotten warmer. I asked him 
if he could remember why that 
happened and he said, “Oh yeah! The 
heat from the environment!” And for 
some reason, that really stuck in my 
mind. Kids get so much more out of 
being able to set the framework of 
what they want to learn. I learned that 
it’s okay to derail a lesson briefly to 
answer a few of those thousands of 
random questions that pop into a 
child’s mind during the day. They’re 
asking questions for good reason.  
 
I know that summer camp is a place 
for your children to learn but I 
couldn’t be more grateful for the 
opportunity I’ve had to take a few 
lessons from them. The rest of the 
staff probably thinks I’m insane 
because, as much work as it is, I love 
summer camp and I love the 
opportunities we’re giving kids every 
year. I wish that all learning could be 
as interactive as it is here. By the end 
of the summer, I hope that every one 
of us that participates can say that 
we’ve learned something meaningful. 

2019 BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Kintu Early, President 

Linda Hillman, Vice President 

Lauren Little, Treasurer 

Janet Chilson, Secretary 

 

Benjamin Amsler 

William Bishop 

Michael Bono 

Bob Butcher 

Dean Butts 

James Emmick 

Charles Friend 

Richard Gridley 

Frank Gudas 

Jeremy Hourihan 

Beverly Morrell 

Linda Roessler 

Brandon Saylor 

Duane Saxton 

Lynsey Wagner 

 

STAFF 

Elaine Spacher, Executive Director 

Bob Kurcoba, Facilities  

Ian McLaughlin, Naturalist/Educator 

Deanna O’Brian, Office Manager 

Brianna Riesbeck, Curator, Educator, & Camp 

Director 

Bridget Sharry, Community Relations Manager 

Jamie Ziegler, Educator 

BRIANNA RIESBECK 



campers 
Bill Bishop 
Towels and blankets for animals 
Hannah Brady  
Petco gift card from her birthday 
party 
Bomak Contractors 
Mulch delivery 
Duke & Wendy Carroll 
Membership supplies 
Laurie Garner 
Petco gift card 
June Glosenger 
Bat houses—in memory of Steve 
Glosenger 
Hidden Valley 4H Camp  
Walking sticks, craft and food 
supplies on behalf of the 
Community Foundation 
Sarah Hurley 
Magazines, peanut butter, medical 
supplies 
Gail Norwood 
Dustbuster for chinchillas 
Johnny Piet  
Pokemon cards for camp 
John Savino 
Concrete pavers 
Jack & Cailin Schoonmaker 
Animal and facility supplies from 
their birthday party donations  
Larry & Lynn Walz 
Computer software 
 

As of August 19th, 2019 

 
Individual $30 
Theresa Emery 
Young Joo Lee 
Angelina Rios 
 
Teacher Family $35 
John & Megan Bower 
Matt & Kristine Loszynski 
Christopher & Jessica Reger 
 
Senior Family $40 
John & Joy Kerr 
Robert & Karin Kurcoba 
Anne Macera Lanphere 
Jeffery & Melanie Stratton 
 
Family $45 
Kelly Abel 
Ben & Nicole Amsler 
Minkyung Baek 
Searra & Kurtis Bayer 
Lucy Bohan 
Julie & Neal Bonham 
Marita & Louis Campbell 
Marci & Chris Cartwright 
Lisa Chalk 
Brittney Clark 
Beth Conway 
Maggie Dalton 
Patricia & Robert Dean 
Vaishali & Dhaval Desai 
Cristina & Shane Donahue 
Leigh Donley 
Brittney & Joshua Drew 
Hani Hojjati & Kevin Duffey 
Debra & Shawn Foster 
Katie Goetz 
Megan Green 
Erica Harrington 
James & Jennifer Hepinger 
Jeremy & Lysney Hourihan 
Rich & Rachel Hufford 
Jeff & Jenn Isaacs 
Christina Karcher 
Kuan-Ting Kuo 
Amanda & Corey Lane 
Allison & Lukas Mathews 
Emily & Kent McConnell 

New 
Members & 
Donations 

Angela Fleming & Jeremiah 
O'Brien 
Saewon Oh 
Abdel Rahman Omer 
Carrie & Terry Ott 
Jessica Painter 
Payal Patel 
Penelope & Jason Schoonmaker 
Kirsten & Andrew Shanks 
Michelle & Daniel Sherlock 
Gary & Kimberly Short 
The Sussman Family 
Nina & David Swarthout 
Shanise Thomas 
Meredith Tigue 
Diana & Eric Tillotson 
Marc & Stacey Wade-Maser 
Crystal & Nicholas Wadsworth 
Steven & Hollie Wagner 
Kelly Wheeler 
Renee A. Wheeler 
Szu Wei Wu 
Jingshi Wu 
 
Hummingbird $60 
Stacy Brown 
Thomas & Kathy Dubel 
 
Continuing 1973 Patron Circle 
Members 
William & Ann Bishop 
Dean & Janice Butts 
Joseph & Giuliana Calderone 
Duke & Wendy Carroll 
Janet & Brian Chilson 
Mary Muse & Kevin Coughlin 
Kintu & Yulonda Early 
Jim & Sharon Emmick 
Thomas & Deborah Fennell 
Charles & Muriel Friend 
Frank & Linda Gudas 
Harry & Jennifer Hillman 
Linda Hillman 
Jon & Donna Homuth 
Conrad Wolan & Kelly Hume 
Deborah & Donald Lauper 
Merrill & Lydia Lynn 
Barbara McDowell 
Rob McKinnon 
Janet & John McLaughlin 
Arthur & Beverly Morrell 
William & Mary Anne Perks 
Thomas & Katherine Roehlke 
Les & Bonnie Schweizer 
Paul & Lauren Schweizer 
Stuart & Lucy Schweizer 
Alan & Maria Winston 

 

Annual Appeal 
Robert Butcher 
William Danaher, Jr. 
David & Michelle Pastel 
Al & Barbara Preucil 
Beatrice Stephens 
Marilynn Sullivan 
Earl & Sally Wright 
 

Grants 
Anderson Evans Foundation 
Chemung County Room Tax 
Corning Incorporated – Employee 
Community Grant 
Hilliard Foundation 
Wrenegade Foundation 

 

Monetary Donations 
Duke & Wendy Carroll 
Vinnie Collins 
Marion Gordon 
Hilliard In-Plant 
William & Barbara Lock 
Deanna Middaugh 
Art & Bev Morrell 
Jake & Stacey Oparil 
Michelle Padilla 
Ruth Riesbeck 
Laureen Sassaman 
William & Charlotte Winkky 

 

Animal Sponsors 
Autumn Johnston 
Anastasia Utterback 
 
Tanglewoodstock Sponsors 
Kintu & Yulonda Early 
Linda Hillman 
BCK Partners 
Mengel, Metzger, Barr & Co. 
The Law Office of Kevin P. Flynn 

 
Meteors and Moonshine Sponsor 

Four Fights Distilling 
 
Meg Lowman Treetops Camp 

Donors 

Tedd & Carol Arnold 
Gary & Ann Brouse 
Joseph & Giuliana Calderone 
Duke & Wendy Carroll 
Natalie Denton 
Frank & Linda Gudas 
Linda Hillman 
Jon & Donna Homuth 
John & Frances Juriga 
Don & Deb Lauper 

Merrill & Lydia Lynn 
Art & Bev Morrell 
Laureen Sassaman 
Les & Bonnie Schweizer 
Paul & Lauren Schweizer 
Jay Schissel & Jeri Wall 
Corning Incorporated 
Fund for Women 

    

Gifts in Honor 
Happy Birthday to Frank Gudas 
Joseph & Giuliana Calderone 
 
Happy Birthday to Julia Ahrens 
Donald & Maria Ahrens 
Kathryn Long 
Ken & Jill McLaughlin 
Marc & Laura Monichetti 
Rui Zhang & Danhong Zhong 
 
In Honor of Jon Fuller’s Birthday 
Jill Benjamin  
Kelsie Foster 
Joanna Greenman 
Joe Rohl 
Bucky Allis 
Ann Rose 
Sharon Magnes Crowle 
Kate Payne 
Jon Fuller 
 
 
In Memory of John R. Bailey 
Jeffrey C. Bailey, D.D.S. 

 
In Memory of John C. Lowman 
Carol Parker 
 

In Memory of Joann Stilwell 
William & Charlotte Winkky 
 

In Memory of Judith Forrest 
Thomas & Carol Abderhalden 
Deborah Ash 
William and Anne Bacon 
Norma Brooks 
Scott Cook 
Natalie Denton 
Charles & Muriel Friend 
Frank & Linda Gudas 
Ronald & Carol Kieffer 
Rob & Judy Kramarik 
Robert & Maribeth Lambert 
Katherine Pannell   
Donald and Linda Selsky  
Connie Stachowski 
Jerald and Myra Stemerman 

Elmira City Court Clerks: Casey 

Johnson, Zsuzsanna Kadar, 

Christine Chorney and Patricia 

Page  

 

In Kind Donations 
Julia Ahrens 
Paper towels from her birthday 
party donations 
Tedd & Carol Arnold 
Fly Guy books for Meg Lowman 

The Meg Lowman Treetops Camp class of 2019! Dr. Meg Lowman is in the middle with the yellow scarf.  

https://www.facebook.com/jill.olthof?fref=pb&hc_location=profile_browser
https://www.facebook.com/happyaccidents10?fref=pb&hc_location=profile_browser
https://www.facebook.com/joanna.fuller.31?fref=pb&hc_location=profile_browser
https://www.facebook.com/joe.rohl.1?fref=pb&hc_location=profile_browser
https://www.facebook.com/bucky.allis?fref=pb&hc_location=profile_browser
https://www.facebook.com/ann.rose.581?fref=pb&hc_location=profile_browser
https://www.facebook.com/sharon.crowle?fref=pb&hc_location=profile_browser
https://www.facebook.com/kate.payne.127?fref=pb&hc_location=profile_browser
https://www.facebook.com/Fuller.Jon?fref=pb&hc_location=profile_browser

