Internship Opportunities

Internship applications are accepted on a rolling basis. Please email your
application and a cover letter to Bridget, our Community Relations Manager
at volunteer.tanglewood@gmail.com.

We offer undergraduate students the opportunity to work alongside our staff
in three positions. Animal care/museum curator interns feed, clean, and care
for our animals and may be offered the chance to update or design new
exhibits. Environmental education interns learn our curricula and eventually
will teach programs independently, working with our animals from insects to
mammals. Non-profit management interns join committees and learn the ins
and outs of fundraising, member
retention and recruitment, and more.

In most cases students are eligible to
receive academic credit upon
completion of the internships. For
more information, please visit our
website or email Bridget!

Contact Us:

Tanglewood Nature Center & Museum
443 Coleman Ave. Elmira NY 14903
Ph: 607-732-6060 Fax: 607-732-6210
Email: tanglewoodnc@stny.rr.com
www.tanglewoodnaturecenter.com

Nature Center Hours of Operation:
Tuesday-Friday 9am-4pm

Saturday 10am-4pm

Trails open dawn-dusk 365 days/year

Nature Center Holiday Closures:

New Year's Eve. New Year’s Day, Memorial
Day, Independence Day, Labor Day,
Columbus Day, Thanksgiving Day,
Christmas Eve and Christmas Day.
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CARL STEFFEN with his latest rattlesnake prize which is about
50 inches long and plenty angry as you can see from its wide-open

jaws. (Phoh; by Cahill.)
Elmira Star-Gazette, July 18, 1939

It is little secret that we humans share
our local surroundings with timber
rattlesnakes. While these snakes can
pose a threat to humans, there is a lot
of misinformation out there about how
great the risk is and people don’t
always recognize the benefits of
having these creatures around. This
blog post pulls together some
historical and ecological information
about these snakes to hopefully give
you a new appreciation of their place
in our county.

Chemung County residents have
always known there were rattlesnakes
around. While the newspapers are
filled with information and accounts
of seeing the snakes in the hills
around the county, there are very few
reports of local bites. Most of the
articles are about people killing the
snakes, not the other way around.
While many people encountered the
snakes accidentally while hunting or
farming, others engaged in some
dangerous behaviors to catch the
snakes.

Timber Rattlesnakes:
then & now

By Kelli Huggins, Education Coordinator at
Chemung County Historical Society, and
Bridget Sharry, Community Relations
Manager at Tanglewood.

Excerpted from an article originally published
on the CCHS blog July 26th 2018.

The rattlesnake stories of Eugene
Berthod, better known as “Gene the
Frenchman” (Frenchman’s Bluff is
named for him) were notorious with
locals. Berthod owned the Mountain
House, a location where the snakes
were a common sight. In 1901, he
gave a talk to the Pine Cliff Club
about the snakes. In that talk,
Berthod detailed how he and his sons
would hunt them, including how his
boys would sometimes crawl into a
rock pile and pull them out by their
tail (this is a bad idea. Please don’t
try this at home!). He would



Timber Rattlesnakes: then & now

(continued from front page)
...sometimes keep them alive and on
display in a box at the Mountain
House. That backfired one time when
the snakes shifted the glass off the box
and escaped into the house. No one
was harmed but Berthod claimed for a
while after, they would sometimes see
the snakes pop their heads through
knotholes in the floor.

A 1910 article gave information about
copperheads and timber rattlesnakes,
mostly in an effort to quell public fear
and offer tips for preparedness to
sportsmen who would be most likely
to frequent the snakes’ natural habitat.
Sportsmen were encouraged to wear
stiff riding leggings and to carry some
basic medical supplies in the unlikely
event of a bite. Still, the article urged
that while caution was always to be
exercised, fear should not lead people
to engage in the “wholesale slaughter
of every snake one meets in his
travels.”

In 1939, the Star-Gazette published an
article about Carl Steffen, a resident of
West Hill in Elmira. Steffen was
interested in the snakes and learned
how to capture them alive. Noticing
that most Elmirans had never actually
seen one, he would occasionally
capture one and display it in a large
box with a glass top. Steffen had little
fear of the snakes, and tried to dispel
some misconceptions, telling the
newspaper, “Some people claim that a
rattler will chase a human being. 1
believe that they will go the other way
if they can find a place to hide.
However, it sometimes seems to me
that a rattler has a one track mind. If a
human being is standing between a
snake and a convenient rock pile, the
snake will go right between a man’s
legs to get where he wants to go.”

Now, a couple of modern additions to
win over anyone still not keen on
rattlesnakes, at the tail end of 2018:

Low number of snake dens /
remoteness of the dens / low
reproductive rate. One thing to keep
in mind is that all snakes are cold-
blooded (ectothermic) meaning that
they cannot produce their own body
heat - they are the same temperature as
their environment, and so if they get
too cold, they have to go looking for a
warmer spot. Most of the year, the

temperature in our

beloved NY is ranges

from "cold" to "very cold" which
means that these snakes can only
survive if they have access to a den
site below the frost line where they
can cozy up with each other and wait
out the winter. They are only out and
about for roughly four months
(technically they can emerge as early
as May, and might stay awake as late
as October). At Tanglewood we
usually spot the first snake right
around Father's Day. So already -
you're not going to see them for most
of the year - and they only survive
with a very specific and safe den,
away from human disturbance,
preferably on rock-strewn wooded
hills. There just aren't a lot of den
sites available, and humans have been
known to demolish den sites. Some
estimates of den sites throughout the
entire state of NY are as low as 205
dens remaining.' Considering that the
species' historic range used to cover
just about everywhere in the state,
yikes! Preserving habitat for the
timber rattlesnake is a top priority,
especially since the snakes are listed
as "threatened" - meaning that their
numbers have declined precipitously
and if their numbers continue to drop
at this rate, they are headed towards
being endangered, and eventually
extinct.

Keeping those dens safe is especially
important because the timber
rattlesnakes have a very slow rate of
reproduction: a female snake is
sexually mature when she's around 7
to 11 years old. That's seven years of
not being eaten, not getting hit by a
car (timber rattlesnakes move very
slowly and tend to freeze when they
feel the vibration of approaching
large objects - they stay still and get
hit) and catching enough dinner and
not getting too cold and not getting
sick and finding her way back to her
natal den seven years in a row.
Whew. And once she is mature and
does find a male to reproduce with,
she only has about 8-9 babies (called
"buttons" for their tiny rattles - so
cute!). And after that, she takes
another 3-4 years off before
reproducing again. This slow
reproductive makes it very, very
difficult for the species to grow.

Number of bites in NY. "...in New
York there have been no records of

Roger, our timber rattlesnake on exhibit.
Photo credit: Gail Norwood.

human deaths attributable to
rattlesnakes in the wild during the last
several decades. Contrary to popular
opinion, a rattlesnake will not pursue
or attack a person unless threatened
or provoked." (DEC)?

Ben Franklin / how badly you have
to bother them to get bitten. When
scared, the timber rattlesnake tends to
freeze or slowly sneak away from the
threat. If severely scared, they curl up
and rattle their tail - an unmistakable
sound, not a subtle sound at all. If
you keep on reaching towards them
and try to grab them, then of course,
they might bite. In fact, they are so
unlikely to strike without warning
that Ben Franklin admired their
character, and thought the timber
rattlesnake was a great role model for
the young United States: "She never
begins an attack, nor, when once
engaged, ever surrenders: She is
therefore an emblem of magnanimity
and true courage. ...” °

Reducing Lyme disease. Remember
that the snakes are using venom to
incapacitate their small prey - often
feeding on the white-footed mouse, a
huge vector for ticks and Lyme
disease. The snakes consume the
mouse whole and end up eating the
ticks attached to the mice, too: "each
timber rattler removed 2,500-4,500
ticks from each site annually." *

So the work at Tanglewood continues
- we just keep reaching out, educating
kids and adults alike, and sharing
science. [ hope that at least a few
people every year find their dislike
for the rattlers is unfounded, and
discover a new appreciation for our
timid, tick-eating neighbors!

Upcoming Events at Tanglewood!
Clear your calendars and get ready for these festivities

HAUNTED HAPPENINGS
Sat. 10/20 from 11:00am-3:00pm

and all!

at the door.

Our annual fall celebration returns with more games, fun, hayrides, and
entertainment than ever! Bring the whole family to play and learn.
Musical entertainment from two local folk groups. (B:

and meet our spookiest animals. Games and crafts for kids. Incredible
face-painting talent from Jennifer Sekella of Painted Love. Come one

Admission is free; tickets for food and activities available for purchase

et your fortune told

BIRDS OF A FEATHER RAPTOR PROGRAM
Saturday 9/15, 2pm-3pm. Free, drop in.

What makes an owl's flight so silent, and how good exactly
is their night vision? How do we train a bird to fly for
exercise or sit on the glove in front of an audience? Feel
feathers, bones, and more and meet our birds of prey up
close. All ages welcome.

WINE TASTING with GCP LIQUORS & WINES
Saturday 9/15, 5-8pm. Pre-registration required.

Enjoy exploring our Lodge and Nature Center for an
evening of wine tasting with GCP Discount Liquors &
Wines! A variety of wines - New York, domestic, imported,
and sparkling - will be served along with light snacks. $20
per couple, $15 for two members of Tanglewood. $10 for
individuals.

COFFEE LOVER’S HIKE & TASTING

Saturday 11/3, 9am-10:30am. Pre-registration required.
Take a stroll through the woods while discovering the
history and ecology of the beans that bring us to life each
morning. Learn about different coffee growing regions,
challenges growers face, and whether the birds prefer shade-
grown or organic or what. Sample several kinds of coffee
from all over the world. $5 members/$8 nonmembers.

HAWK FLIGHT DEMONSTRATION

Saturday 12/8, 11am-12pm. Free, drop in.

Spend some quality time with Hank, our red-tailed hawk,
and learn more about his life, natural history, enrichment
and exercise. See him fly across the room and what
motivates him to play this game with his trainer, Brie.

Winter Wiggles:
This free Pre-K program runs from November through
March 2019, every Wednesday morning from 10am-
11am. Each program will include a story for the kids with
an up-close-and-personal animal guest.

Begins 11/7 with Hector the Ferret!

Nature Strollers:
Nature Strollers encourages parents and caretakers with
strollers and young children to get out into nature, funded
through The Chemung Valley Audubon Society. The
program runs from 10am-11am. Visit our website or the
CVAS website for program dates and locations.

Home School Drop-In Programs:
Generally scheduled for the last Tuesday of each month
from 10am-11am, September through March, these one-
hour programs will tackle a variety of natural science and
nature topics, specially designed for our home schooling
community.

9/25 — Birds
10/30—Reptiles
11/27—Habitat Restoration
12/18—Water Quality
1/29—Amphibians



Curator’s Corner

BRIE REISBECK, CURATOR

With the diligent and dedicated
care of our animal care volunteers,
interns who aspire to careers in
zoos and veterinary clinics, and of
course our loyal staff, our animal
ambassadors are blessed with very
healthy and enriched lives. Some
might say they are downright
spoiled with attention and healthy
treats! But you might be
wondering—who gives our ferret,
Hector the Bandit, his rabies shot,
and who oversees the health and
wellness of our mammal and
exotic animal collection? We are
pleased to introduce some of you
to Dr. Hannah Hottel, DVM of
Home Veterinary Care in Elmira
NY. (Some of you may already
know her from visiting the
practice with your beloved pets!)

ANIMALS

snuggly warm!

Left: Dr. Hottel, DVM
Right: Hector the ferret, one of her
patients at Tanglewood!

Dr. Hottel and the Home Veterinary
Care team care for the Tanglewood
collection pro bono and we are
deeply grateful.

Dr. Hottel received her degree in
veterinary medicine from Cornell
University in 2010. One of her
special areas of interest is holistic
treatment, and she is pleased to be
able to offer clients herbal and
acupuncture therapies, in addition to
western treatments. Dr. Hottel has
been working with animals her
whole life--growing up and working
on her family farm. Because you
never really can take the girl off the
farm, Dr. Hottel owns and operates
her own farm with the help of her
husband, Jason, and her 7 year old
daughter, Reagan. Along with Jason

and Reagan, Dr. Hottel is loved by
her bulldog, Caesar, her horse, Kari,
and her sweet rescue dog, Callie. In
her free time, Dr. Hottel loves to ride
her motorcycle.

Dr. Hottel and her team have been
generous with their expertise,
advice, and sense of humor as they
assist the curator and volunteer team
in caring for our diverse animal
collection. Whether it’s a snake with
a respiratory infection, a ferret with a
kidney stone, or a routine inspection
of the animal care areas in order to
maintain our permits from the
USDA, we are so glad to work
alongside the Home Veterinary Care
team and immensely grateful to have
their support.
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Wish List

Fresh fruit and veggies, especially non-iceberg lettuce, carrots, tomatoes, broccoli, berries, and melons /
crickets, mealworms, and worms / canned & dry cat food, wild bird seed and cockatiel seed / latex gloves,
sponges, paper towels / reptile substrate, Yesterday’s News litter, aspen wood shavings for bedding / heat
lamps and UVA/UVB bulbs 60-100 watts, drippers and misters for amphibians / laundry detergent / gift cards to
Petco, PetSmart, Minier’s, grocery stores / generator for when we lose power and the animals want to be

Glue sticks, crayons and markers, water color and tempera paints / white and colored office paper and card
stock / bottled water / paper towels / Kleenex / toilet paper / decaf and regular coffee / K cups / reusable K-cup
filter / gift cards to Staple’s and Sam’s / napkins / plates / plastic silverwear / plastic wine glasses / serving
dishes, bowls, and spoons / pole saw (new or gently used) / outdoor spray paint for marking trails (yellow,
green, orange, pink, red, blue, purple, white)

President’s Address

KINTU EARLY, PHD

“When it rains, it pours" seems
never to have been a truer adage
than this summer. While so many
in our area dealt seemingly endless
rains and flooding, one might
expect our hilltop location to have
left us happily high and dry, and as
far as the rains were concerned,
that was largely true. Other acts of
nature, however, were not so
benign.

While Tanglewood is safe from
rising waters, that safety is
balanced by lightning, a bolt of
which fried our security system.
Given the frequency of storms, we
were fortunate that lightning didn't
strike the same place twice. We
were not so fortunate with an
equivalent truism about squirrels -
which for a second time chewed
through the power lines leading to
the building... leading to yet
another visit from the

electricians. The running theory is
that the squirrels were jealous of
the animals that are so happily
cared for at Tanglewood (and who
could blame them). What the the
squirrels apparently don't realize is
that the animals earn their keep by
participating in educational
programs. Except for Roger the
rattlesnake - he's a total freeloader,
but if the squirrels decide the
protest their grievances again, |
invite them to confer with Roger
directly.

Roger may well have had the most
pleasant disposition on site during the
non-rainy part of the summer. I know
it's hard to remember that time, but it
was unbearably hot (unless you're a
cold-blooded rattlesnake). Everyone
at Tanglewood remembers that time
because it coincided with the failure of
our geothermal cooling system, which
garnered us more attention from
electricians and HVAC
professionals... and proved beyond a
doubt that our staff is most definitely
NOT cold-blooded. Quick sidebar -
Roger and his rattly kinfolk were
unfairly characterized as ill-tempered
and aggressive by the local media this
summer, and [ want to stress that any
discourse between he and our
squirrelly malcontents would have
been managed with the utmost
professionalism.

In all seriousness, events like these are
an emotional and fiscal challenge for a
non-profit facility just like they are for
a household. The board and staff
spend significant amounts of time
planning the budget each year, and a
summer like this creates a scramble to
keep us afloat and operating as
normally as possible. While it's not
always sunshine and rainbows at
Tanglewood, we hope it is on the days
you come visit, and when you do, say
'hi' to Roger (his feelings are still a
little hurt).

Board & Staff

2018 BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Kintu Early, President

Linda Hillman, Vice President
Lauren Little, Treasurer

Jim Emmick, Secretary

Dr. William Bishop
Michael Bono
Bob Butcher
Dean Butts

Janet Chilson

Dr. Charles Friend
Frank Gudas
Beverly Morrell
Anthony Pagano
Brice Pearce
Patrick Poppleton
Linda Roessler
Duane Saxton
Brandon Saylor
Bonnifer Schweizer
Paul Schweizer
Corey Stilts
Roger TenEyck

STAFF

Elaine Spacher, Executive Director

Scott Jackson, Buildings and Grounds

lan McLaughlin, Naturalist/Educator

Deanna O’Brian, Office Manager

Brianna Riesbeck Curator, Educator, & Camp
Director

Bridget Sharry, Community Relations Manager
Jamie Ziegler, Educator

Bequests help
protect habitat

Name Tanglewood Nature

Center a beneficiary:

+ 1n your will

+ of your life insurance or
retirement plan

+ of your donor advised
fund

For more information on planned
giving, please contact Deanna at
tanglewoodoffmgr@outlook.com
or by calling 607-732-6060.

Citations in the rattlesnake blog & more info can be found
on the CCHS blog. Just so you know who we’re citing,
though: 1. New York Natural Heritage Program. 2. NY
DEC. 3. "An American Guesser," the Pennsylvania
Journal. December 27, 1775. 4. University of Maryland
press release.



New
Members &
Donations

As of August 23rd, 2018

Individual—$30
Joyce Button
Amy Foster

Kim Huston

Karl Schwesinger

Shannon Spotts

Teacher Family—$35
ABLE 2- Emerald Room
Ethan & Danielle Headley
Rebecca Kiley

Janette & Angel Malavet
Steven & Kathleen Tedone

Senior Family—$40

Lori Balmer

Stanley & Stacey Oparil
Mike Scullin

David & Patricia Silvernail
Judy Weidman

Family—$45

Carmen Abbey

Pam Brayton

David & Nicole Brown
Marshall Buchillon
Connie Campbell

Christy & Tom Chapman
Victoria Cicci

Emily Coletta

Margaret & Matthew Collins
Joan & D. Justin DeLaney
Hilarie Dyer

Logan Emery

Elizabeth Farnham
Stephen Francisco
Stephanie & Gonzalo Galeano
Kevin & Alicia Gallagher
Kelly & Jasen Gray
Parasuram Harihara
Melissa Harris

Samantha & Levi Hewitt
Michelle Hicks

Joshua & Carrie Hogue

Margaret Hook

Hollie Hughey

Barbara James

Kathleen & Kevin Krebs
Rachite Lingala

Alyssa Mack

Keri Manning

Amanda Mase

Melissa & Edward McDonald
Michelle & David Mendez
Mr. & Mrs. Darryn Mickley
Lauren & Lloyd Peffer

Katy Piet

Trish Polise

Nicole & Shane Raupers
Tonya & Michael Rivera
Amy Ruza

Jennifer Share

Amanda Doan & Andrew Smith
Arthur & Heather Smith

Jean Steiner

Courtney Sweeney

Katherine Swift

Jennifer & Michael VanGorden
Michelle Wheeler

Goldfinch—3$100-249
Margo Gustina
Thomas & Barbara Rhodes

1973 Patron Circle—3$1,000+
William & Mary Anne Perks
Thomas & Katherine Roehlke

Continuing 1973 Patron Circle Members
Dr. William & Ann Bishop
Norma Brooks

Dean & Janice Butts

Joseph & Giuliana Calderone
Duke & Wendy Carroll

Janet & Brian Chilson

Mary Muse & Kevin Coughlin
Kintu & Yulonda Early

Jim & Sharon Emmick
Charles & Muriel Friend
Frank & Linda Gudas

Harry & Jennifer Hillman
Linda Hillman

Jon & Donna Homuth

Conrad Wolan & Kelly Hume
Deborah & Donald Lauper
Merrill & Lydia Lynn

Barbara McDowell

Rob McKinnon

Janet & John McLaughlin
Arthur & Beverly Morrell
Brice Pearce

Sarra Robinson

Les & Bonnie Schweizer

Paul & Lauren Schweizer
Stuart & Lucy Schweizer

Alan & Maria Winston

Corporate Hawk—38350-499
Wells Fargo

Monetary Donations
Amazon Smile

Doug & Lorrie Beall
Bethany Nursing Home
Heven Bills

Nicholas Borrelli

Eric Burns

Davis Byerly

Duke & Wendy Carroll
Gloria Cervoni

Nikki Cheatham

Janet Chilson

Michael Denson

Erik Ederma

Jim & Lydia Eldridge
Reed Ensign

Facebook

Barbara Friedman
Hilliard Corporation
Holman & Mines
Johnson & Johnson
Drew & Tina Kirby
Barbara McDowell
Ryan & Stacy Mclntosh
John McLaughlin

Art & Bev Morrell
Gail Norwood

Heidi Pike

Frances Smith

United Way

Animal Sponsors
Lex

Madeline

Lori Crumb
Madelyn Morrison
Hudson Reed
Kinsleigh Reed
Cole Spike
Anastasia Utterback

Lodge Donors Annual Appeal
Kevin Coughlin & Mary Muse

Happy Birthday to Emily Kirby

Southerntier Custom Fabricators Drew & Tina Kirby

Meg Lowman Treetops Camp Donors
Ted & Carol Arnold

In Kind Donations Happy Birthday to Giuliana Calderone

Big Flats Elementary Frank & Linda Gudas
Gary & Ann Brouse Bluebird boxes
Joseph & Giuliana Calderone Duke & Wendy Carroll In Memory of Edward Stowell
Duke & Wendy Carroll Towels and washcloths, vegetables for animals Celebration of Eddie’s Life
Chemung Valley Fiber Arts Guild Charles & Muriel Friend Thomas Cunningham
Community Foundation Books Jack and Jo Ann Malone
Cornell Outdoor Education Katie Cervoni Deborah Mizma

Natalie P. Denton

Bird food, dry cereal, peanut butter Chris, Marc, Amy, Jimmy, Mike, Dina, Laura,

Frank & Linda Gudas Lori Crumb Katie, Tina, Scott, Lee Ann, Brad, Caitlin,
Jerry Haley Towels Kacey, Eric, Patrick and Dani O’Herron
Linda Hillman Linda Doty Charles, Mary Jane, David and Chip
Jon & Donna Homuth Vegetables for the animals Paternoster

Mary Johnson Lydia Eldridge Kathleen Pitts

John & Francis Juriga Newspapers and vegetables for animals Gary Rice

Don & Deb Lauper Anne Lamb John & Geri Rogers

Merrill & Lydia Lynn Bird nests David & Jennifer Squires

Art & Bev Morrell Merrill & Lydia Lynn Scott Stanbro

Laureen Sassaman Decorative snowflakes and magazines Margaret Stowell

Jay Schissel & Jeri Wall TJune Marshall Tara Sulecki

Gregory Woodcock

Flowers for Children’s Trail Joseph & Kathleen Szerszen

Barbara McDowell James & Carol Westlake
Tanglewoodstock Sponsors and Donors Veggies for the animals, newspapers Krista, Brianna, and Syracuse White
Carolyn Caruso Nancy Ortiz John & Carol White
Eaton Corporation Guinea pig supplies Lady Wineauz
Jennifer Green Fias Jen Sekella Mike Woodhouse
Charles & Barbara Gregg Newspapers Center for Dispute Settlement
GCP Liquor & Wine Peter & Lynn Smith Saint Mary Our Mother School
H. Strauss Refrigerator for the animal food Superior Plus Energy Services, Inc.
Linda Hillman Larry & Lynn Walz
Chris Longwell PC batteries, subscriptions, and other supplies
Gene Losey
Gail Norwood
Gary Packard
E*:;;Zdiiit:ﬁles We can’t be-leaf it’s autumn already!

Chris Smith

Southerntier Custom Fabricators
Jeri Wall

Willowcreek

The Witches Stitches

Haunted Happenings Donors and Sponsors
Lights Bake Shop
Fulkerson Winery

Seabreeze

Bequests
Judith Wardell




