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Dr. Mark Whitmore, a Forest 
Entomologist in the Department of 
Natural Resources at Cornell 
University, and two research 
technicians are studying a biological 
control of the Hemlock Woolly 
Adelgid (HWA). The HWA is an 
invasive species of insect that are 
endangering our native hemlock trees 
that line many steep hills and gorges in 
the Finger Lakes. The biological 
control is a silver fly (Leucopis sp.) 
which is a predator of the HWA from 
the Pacific Northwest.   

The silver flies were released into 
mesh bags placed on heavily infested 
branches of hemlock. Hopefully, the 
silver flies will eat the HWA, as well 
as mate and lay eggs for future 
generations of silver flies to continue 
eating the HWA. Researchers will 
return to take the mesh bags off once 
enough time has passed for silver fly 
reproduction. They will take foliage 
samples to look for population 
establishment and dispersal.  
 
Fall monitoring will run September 
through November. If you’re 

interested in participating in a HWA 
monitoring workshop on Sep. 7th , 
call Tanglewood for more 
information and to RSVP. The 
monitoring procedure is one that you 
can take to your own backyard or 
favorite preserve.  
 
We are very pleased to be a part of 
this research. We look forward to the 
results of this biological control 
release, in conjunction with our 
conservation of our beautiful 
hemlock forests. 

Internship applications are accepted on a rolling basis. Please email your 

application and a cover letter to Bridget, our  Community Relations Manager 

at volunteer.tanglewood@gmail.com.  

 

We offer undergraduate students the opportunity to work alongside our staff 

in three positions. Animal care/museum curator interns feed, clean, and care 

for our animals and may be offered the chance to update or design new 

exhibits. Environmental education interns learn our curricula and eventually 

will teach programs independently, working with our animals from insects to 

mammals. Non-profit management interns join committees and learn the ins 

and outs of fundraising, member 

retention and recruitment, and more. 

 

In most cases students are eligible to 

receive academic credit upon 

completion of the internships.  For 

more information, please visit our 

website or email Bridget!  

Tanglewood Nature Center & Museum 

443 Coleman Ave. Elmira NY 14903 

Ph: 607-732-6060  Fax: 607-732-6210 

Email: tanglewoodnc@stny.rr.com 

www.tanglewoodnaturecenter.com 

 

Nature Center Hours of Operation: 

Tuesday-Friday 9am-4pm 

Saturday 10am-4pm 

Trails open dawn-dusk 365 days/year 

 

Nature Center Holiday Closures:  

New Year’s Eve. New Year’s Day, Memorial 

Day, Independence Day, Labor Day, 

Columbus Day, Thanksgiving Day, 

Christmas Eve and Christmas Day. 

 

Contact Us: 

Internship Opportunities   

443  Coleman Avenue  El mi ra ,  NY 14903  
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This is going to sound overly 
dramatic, but being associated with 
Tanglewood has changed my 
life.  I’ve always been a nut for 
nature, but Tanglewood may have 
pushed me over the edge.  Where I 
used to happily enjoy nature on my 
own, I now try to convince family, 
friends and co-workers to come on a 
hike, attend a talk or send their kids 
to camp.  Whenever I meet people 
new to the region, I promote 
Tanglewood as one of the “must-
see” attractions in the area, gladly 
saying, “Sure there are wineries and 
some lakes, but there’s one place you 
really have to check out…” 
 
I didn’t realize how deep I was 
entrenched until a recent short 
vacation.  In a 6-day span that 
included a 2-day family reunion, a 
drive to Virginia and back as well as 
my wedding anniversary, I managed 
to visit four different nature 
attractions:  Watkins Nature Center 
in Upper Marlboro, MD,  Back Bay 
National Wildlife Refuge, The 
Virginia Zoo and The Virginia 
Aquarium, each around Virginia 
Beach - all of which I would highly 
recommend.  Fortunately for my 
health (both personal and marital), 
my wife has been equally bitten by 
the nature bug and seeks out these 
opportunities as much as I do.   We 

actually cut short the vacation 
portion of the week to rush back 
home so we could attend Meg 
Lowman’s incredible “From Elmira 
to Ethiopia: Engaging Girls in 
Science”  talk at Tanglewood.   
 
Visiting such places is nothing new, 
and while they’re still as personally 
enjoyable as ever, there’s been a 
definite shift in my approach to 
them.  Basically, I now go through 
everything twice; giving a first pass 
to see what new things I can learn 
and then a second pass to see what I 
could incorporate at 
Tanglewood.  Sometimes it’s ideas 
for new exhibits or new camp 
offerings that I glean.  At other 
times, I might learn what animals a 
facility may have and how they 
allow the public to interact with 
them.  I’m pretty sure that I’ve 
confused more than a few of their 
staff members when I ask what they 
like most about their place coupled 
with how they get their funding.  I 
will unashamedly admit that it is a 
little bit of fun to put my corporate 
Competitive Intelligence training to 
use. 
 
What I’ve primarily learned (on top 
of all sorts of cool nature stuff) is 
that Tanglewood is wildly 
impressive, even when compared to 
places with infinitely greater 

 

 

V IDE O   

President’s Address KINTU EARLY, PHD. Upcoming Events at Tanglewood!  
   Clear your calendars and get ready for these festivit ies 

FALL FOLIAGE HIKE 

Saturday 10/7 starts at 9:00am Free. Pre-registration 

required. 

Naturalist Ian McLaughlin leads a hike and identifies tree 

species along the way. Be sure to bring your camera for 

some beautiful foliage shots! BYO binoculars.  

 

ZOMBIE RUN 5K 

Saturday 10/14 starts at 10:00am. Pre-registration 

required. 

Dodge the undead and run for your life over hill and dale! 

Zombies lie in wait and try to steal flags from runner’s 

belts. $15 if you register before October 6th, $20 thereafter, 

with a special group price of $10/person for groups of 4 or 

more (team costumes encouraged). Check out our website to 

sign up or stop by for a registration form. Day-of 

registration starts at 8:45am. 

HAUNTED HAPPENINGS 
Sat. 10/21 from 11:00am-3:00pm 
 
Our annual fall celebration returns with more games, fun, hayrides, and 
entertainment than ever! Bring the whole family to play and learn. 
Musical entertainment from two local folk groups. Historical re-
enactors tell us about how early settlers and Native Americans survived 
our falls and winters in Chemung County way back when. Games and 
crafts for kids. Incredible face-painting talent from Jennifer Sekella of 
Painted Love. Come one and all!  
 
Admission is free; tickets for food and activities available for purchase 
at the door.   

budgets. I’ve also seen great ideas, 
like treetop adventures and senior 
nature hikes, that I’d love to see 
implemented at Tanglewood. 
Through it all, I’ll continue to share 
my addiction to nature and 
Tanglewood.  I’m sure many of you 
have been changed by Tanglewood 
or just have your own nutty-for-
nature stories.  Why not visit our 
Facebook page and share a few?  
 
Share your nuttiest nature story (a time 
you drove 6 hours out of your way to 
see sandhill cranes, fishing addiction 
gone wrong, the trials and tribulations 
of protecting your precious bird feeders 
from the audacity of squirrels) on our 
Facebook page before October 15th. 
The story that shows the wackiest 
devotion to wildlife and nature will be 
announced the winner and awarded a 
$25.00 gift certificate!   

Bequests help  
protect habitat 

 

Name Tanglewood Nature 
Center a beneficiary:  
 in your will 
 of your life insurance or 

retirement plan 
 of your donor advised 

fund 
 
For more information on 
planned giving, please 
contact Deanna at 
soperd@stny.rr.com or  
607-732-6060 

Winter Wiggles: 

This free Pre-K program runs from November through 

March 2017, every Wednesday morning from 10am-

11am. Each program will include a story for the kids with 

an up-close-and-personal animal guest.   

 

11/1— Hector the Ferret 

11/8—Bernice the African Spurred Tortoise 

11/15—Hank the Red-Tailed Hawk 

11/22—Fluffy the Ball Python 

11/29—Harriet the American Toad 

12/6—Hazel the Bunny 

12/13—Skittles the Eastern Box Turtle 

12/20—Sophie the Great Horned Owl 

12/27—Zeus the Bearded Dragon  

 

Nature Strollers: 

Nature Strollers encourages parents and caretakers with 

strollers and young children to get out into nature. It is in 

partnership with Horseheads Family Resource center and 

is funded through The Chemung Valley Audubon Society. 

The program runs from 10am-11am.  

 

9/20 — Colors & Shapes in Nature (Sperr Park) 

9/30—Fall Scavenger Hunt (Sperr Park) 

10/27—Creepy Animals & Plants (Eldridge Park) 

11/17—Hibernation & Migration (Sperr Park)  

12/8—Animals in Winter (Tanglewood)  

 
Below: Carrick Palmer reported the 
first recorded observation of the 
Arrowhead Spiketail dragonfly in 
Chemung County! This dragonfly 
was observed at Personius Woods.  
 
Carrick adds, “I had another photo 
that gave a definitive ID with the 
patterns on the back of the abdomen, 
but this photo is more aesthetically 
pleasing.” It is a gorgeous shot of a 
very striking dragonfly! Thanks for 
sharing your find, Carrick.  



Have you ever noticed the way that 
a dandelion seed floats on the wind? 
Depending on the day, depending 
on the wind, and depending on the 
velocity, the seeds may travel 
miles! Especially if they are lucky 
enough to hit water.   
 
Do you pay close enough attention 
to the insects on the ground or the 
birds nesting under your 
windowsill? Have you heard the 
little Eastern phoebe nestlings 
begging for food or the American 
robin parent giving a loud alarm 
call when you get too close to their 
nesting site? In this short article, I 
would like to challenge you to 
spend time observing something 
WILD.  
 
Give 15 minutes of your time to 
look under stones or climb a tree. 
Too hard?  Watch the clouds go by 
or look for unique patterns in 
nature. Why… you may ask?  
 
There is an untold value in slowing 
down, in curiosity, and in 
connecting with the wilderness. 
Some of the most incredible things 
happen every day right beneath our 
noses.  

Fresh fruit and veggies, especially non-iceberg lettuce, carrots, tomatoes, broccoli, berries, and melons / 
crickets, mealworms, and worms / canned & dry cat food, wild bird seed and cockatiel seed / latex gloves, 
sponges, paper towels / reptile substrate, Yesterday’s News litter, CareFRESH Natural bedding, old newspaper 
for bedding / heat lamps and UVA/UVB bulbs 60-100 watts, drippers and misters for amphibians / aquariums 
50+ gal, old long pillowcases for snake transport / laundry detergent / gift cards to Petco, PetSmart, Minier’s, 
grocery stores / generator for when we lose power and the animals want to be snuggly warm! 
 

 
 

Glue sticks, crayons and markers, water color and tempera paints / white and colored office paper and card 
stock / bottled water / paper towels / Kleenex / toilet paper / decaf and regular coffee / K cups / reusable K-cup 
filter / gift cards to Staple’s and Sam’s / napkins / plates / plastic silverwear / plastic wine glasses / serving 
dishes, bowls, and spoons / pole saw (new or gently used) / outdoor spray paint for marking trails (yellow, 
green, orange, pink, red, blue, purple, white)  

Curator’s 
Corner 

Wish List  

LAINE SEMPLER, CURATOR 

Above is a photograph I took one 
morning while walking my dog in our 
backyard. Can you see it yet? I walk 
these man-made “steps” each morning 
and afternoon, as often as I can to get 
out in the sun. Each time I ascend or 
descend the little trail, I notice a newly 
fallen branch, a toad hole, or a trout 
lily flower that finally came into 
bloom.  It’s fun!  
 
Above right is one of my little friends 
Bobby, a child at our nature camp. 
During our Friday long-day hike on 
the Twain Trail, he stopped in the 
middle of the trail, looked down, and 
gave me a side-glance and smile. He 
shouted, “Stop everybody! Quick, 
come look at what I found!” He bent 

A N IMA LS  

B U ILD IN GS  &  E XH IB IT S  

Board & Staff Secret (Urban) Gardens 
Ian McLaughlin, Naturalist and Educator  

 There are places that you go by each 

day that you may not think about. A 

field here, a building there, maybe a 

small park or an apartment complex. 

However, contained within some of 

these areas are spaces where 

residents are growing their own food. 

For good reason too. Families in 

cities have often lacked access to 

affordable organic produce options, 

but now the urban gardening 

movement has taken off.  

 

If you look in some backyards, you 

might notice what gardeners refer to 

as a raised bed. Raised bed gardening 

is a great way to grow in the 

Northeast where the growing season 

is short. It doesn’t take much land to 

reserve a space for a tomato plant in 

a large vase on a back porch, or a one 

foot wide by three foot long bed for 

veggies and fruits. You can squeeze 

them onto a side porch, hedge along 

the side of a house, or even on a flat 

roof. Yes, roof.  

 

I have been involved with urban 

gardening since 2008, and I have 

noticed through personal observation 

that there is a local 

movement. It has caught 

on nationally as well. I 

attended a Children and 

Nature Network 

conference in Texas a 

few years ago where 

keynote speaker Richard 

Louv reinforced the 

need for urban 

gardening and science 

programs at low or no 

cost. I left the 

conference feeling great, 

knowing that I was a 

few steps ahead of the 

game at the time. Richard Louv was 

very inspirational. His book, Last 

Child in the Woods, is a fantastic 

way to learn about the importance of 

time spent in nature – including 

backyard and patio gardens. 

 

When you eat healthier, you feel 

healthier. Access to affordable 

healthy food options should be 

available to all Americans regardless 

of income or location. If you grow 

more than you need, then you can 

donate your extra veggies to local 

organizations and community 

centers in urban areas. If your 

productive space is limited, think 

outside (or inside!) the box, and 

grow some veggies outside in a 

planter, pot, or even better, a 

recycled container.  

 

Do you have to pay for your water 

use? Install a rain barrel on the end 

of your gutters. There are many 

styles and designs to accommodate 

your needs. It is sometimes cheaper 

to build one than buy one. Go online 

for inspiration.  

down and gently picked up a shell top 
of a robin’s egg. He continued to 
show each camper during the hike 
how amazing the egg was. He pointed 
out the shape, color, and size of the 
egg. He carried it for about a mile 
without breaking it. I told him to 
picture the bird that hatched from that 
egg; think about how it might look 
now, and how it has grown. He was 
channeling his inner naturalist - I was 
so proud. 
 
I dare you to take this challenge and 
discover something marvelous. Share 
it with your friends, family, or even a 
stranger. Spark their passion! We are 
never too old or wise to see 
something new. Happy discovering! 

2017 BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Kintu Early, President 

Linda Hillman, Vice President 

Lauren Little, Treasurer 

Jim Emmick, Secretary 

 

Michael Bono 

Bob Butcher 

Dean Butts 

Janet Chilson 

Fred Kelly 

Frank Gudas 

Merrill Lynn 

Beverly Morrell 

Anthony Pagano 

Brice Pearce 

Patrick Poppleton 

Linda Roessler 

Duane Saxton 

Brandon Saylor 

Bonnifer Schweizer 

Paul Schweizer 

Corey Stilts 

Roger TenEyck 

 

STAFF 

Elaine Spacher, Executive Director 

Scott Jackson, Buildings and Grounds 

Ian McLaughlin, Naturalist/Educator 

Deanna O’Brian, Office Manager 

Laine Sempler, Curator, Educator, & Camp 

Director 

Bridget Sharry, Community Relations Manager 

Ian teaching an afterschool group about gardening. 



In Kind Donations 

Barbara Bray 

Craft Supplies 

Duke & Wendy Carroll 

Office and cleaning supplies 

Yeliz Celik 

Bird food, swing, and ladder 

Lori Crumb 

Cat food 

Tony DeBlasio 

Paper products 

Linda Doty 

Fruit and veggies for the animals and birdseed 

Philip Early 

Bagels for the staff 

Nicole Hann  

Kiddie pool for the turtles 

Mary Kohan  

Annuals, perennials, and flower seeds 

Barbara McDowell 

Veggies for the animals, newspapers 

Janet McLaughlin 

Nametags  

Bonnie Schweizer  

Herbs and gnmoes for the Children’s Trail 

John Slechta 

Honey for the gift shop, materials to fix the Musk Ox 

display  

Eric Ulrich 

Homemade tick removers for campers 

Larry & Lynn Walz 

Compuet equipment  

BCK Partners, Inc.  

Office furniture 

Dalrymple 

Gravel 

Parker’s Landscaping 

Two loads of mulch 

Subway—West Water St. Elmira 

Subs for the staff  

 

As of August 9th, 2017 

 

Individual—$30 

Darlene Batrowny 

Lori Crumb 

Maddy Dolkart 

Cindy Moran 

Meghan Rose 

 

Teacher Family—$35 

Amy & Mike Belosky 

Tonia Billbe 

Jessen & Michael Donlon 

Kimberly Doty 

John Griffin 

Jerome Laney 

Elizabeth Lewis 

Sarah & Cole Rosen 

Laura & David Rosenthal 

Jamie & Robert VanNess 

Cindy Williams 

Patricia & David Wood 

 

Senior Family—$40 

Mary Boris 

Duane & Patty Cole 

 

Family—$45 

Amy Felaer  

Kevin & Meranda Abma 

Megan Andrews 

Brent & Hope Arnesen 

Kevin & Melissann Ashton-Patton 

David & Diana Ayers 

Cheri Berg 

Patrick & Joecelyn Bermingham 

Jessica Callear 

James & Mariam Capriotti 

Deborah Chilton 

Pei Ling Chung 

Laura Clark 

Joanne & Thomas Cleary 

Ryan & Megan Collins 

Arian Covington 

Teresa & Todd Degarmo 

Mary Kay & Youba Diakite 

New 
Members & 
Donations 

Jenica Drehmer 

Camille Earley 

Jo'el Eccleston 

Pauline Emery 

Anne & Art Field 

Coveney Fitzsimmons 

Katie Fuller 

Richard & Gail Gerard 

Sarah Grossman 

Raymond & Colleen Hall 

Ariel Haradon-Chrisler 

Sheila & Peter Harewood 

Bharati Hegde 

Chris Heth 

Judy Hillman 

Amy & Jeremy Huneau 

Haewon Jhee 

Tacy & Joe Kilmer 

John & Sue Knighton 

Glenn Kohnke 

Jill & Eric Koski 

Cheyenne Larrabee 

Molly Lutz 

Logan & Andrew Mack 

Aswini Mandhadi 

Kathryn & Todd Mangan 

Jamie & Peter Mastrantonio 

Jennifer & Joshua Miller 

Thomas Miller 

Megan & Gerald Mletzko, Jr. 

David & Jessica Morrison 

Jennifer Moseley 

Stacey Whitney & Kyle Moshier 

Kerri & Marc Munley 

Michael & Christy Smith Nichols 

Krista Niles-Updyke 

Chioma & Chukwudi Okoro 

Kristin Orvek 

Rakhi Pal 

Jagannadh & Srivalli Pariti 

Jeff & Carolyn Parker 

Theresa Pelkey 

Tracy & Glenn Pryor 

Jennifer Redder 

Sondra & James Roberts 

Shannon & Matthew Schamel 

John Schoonover 

Wageesha Senaratne 

Alyson & Christopher Sharman 

Crystal & Daniel Sherwood 

Noelia & Tim Springston 

Jeanne & Perry Streeter 

Kristin & Jay Sutherland 

Ashley Tallarida 

Bob & Marisa Thomas 

Trung Tran 

Anna Van Fleet 

Pamela Waters  

 

Hummingbird—$60  

Kevin & Angela Julien 

Rena Prettyman 

 

Goldfinch—$100-249 

Karen Peterson 

 

1973 Patron Circle—$1,000+ 

Brice Pearce 

 

Continuing 1973 Patron Circle Members 

Steve Albertalli 

Dr. William & Ann Bishop 

Norma Brooks 

Dean & Janice Butts 

Joseph & Giuliana Calderone 

Duke & Wendy Carroll 

Janet & Brian Chilson 

Mary Muse & Kevin Coughlin 

Kintu & Yulonda Early 

Jim & Sharon Emmick 

Charles & Muriel Friend 

Frank & Linda Gudas 

Linda Hillman 

Jon & Donna Homuth 

Conrad Wolan & Kelly Hume 

Deborah & Donald Lauper 

Merrill & Lydia Lynn 

Rob McKinnon 

Janet & John McLaughlin 

Arthur & Beverly Morrell 

Martin Palumbos 

Paul & Lauren Schweizer 

Stuart & Lucy Schweizer 

Bebe Smith 

Raymond & Joan Thweatt 

 

Bequest 

Leonard Yaudes 

 

Monetary Donations 

Matthew Collins 

Vincent Collins 

Duke & Wendy Carroll 

Reiner & Noreen Dieg 

Larry & Maddy Dolkart 

Lydia Eldridge 

Patrick & Kari Flynn 

Barbara Friedman 

Gerald’s Pharmacy 

Hilliard – In Plant Fund 

Tess Martens 

Tony & Patty Murray 

Martin Strong 

Dirty in Your Shirty 5K 

 

Animal Sponsors 

Lex 

Madeline 

 

Prom Sponsors and Donors 

Adirondack Avian Expeditions and 

Workshops, LLC 

Adirondack Wildlife Refuge 

Antique Revival 

Brickhouse Brewery 

Chemung Canal Trust Company 

Chris Smith 

Dean & Janice Butts 

First Heritage Federal Credit Union 

Four Fights Distilling  

Fulkerson Winery 

Gail Norwood 

Glenora Wine Cellars 

High Peaks Resort 

Horseheads Brewing 

IBEW Local 139 

John & Janet McLaughlin 

Lake Placid Brewery 

Linda Hillman 

Lois Lougren 

Museum of Science and Technology 

Namaste 

Painted Bar Stables 

Paleontological Research Institution 

Red Rooster Bed and Breakfast 

Roberta Hoffman 

Sonnenburg Gardens and Museum 

Southerntier Custom Fabricators 

Subway – Davis St., Elmira 

The Wild Center 

Tioga Downs Casino 

Upstate Brewing Company 

Wegman’s 

Whiteface Club and Resort 

Wonderworks at Destiny USA  

 

 

 

 

Memoriams 

In Memory of Curt Rumsey 

Theresa Boslett 

Francis Castner 

Mary Cunningham 

Stephen Cusimano 

Cynthia Ferraro 

Antoinette Gardner 

Gerald & Mary Beth Grace 

Julie Hamann  

Kathleen Jordan 

Jennifer Lyle- Van Brunt  

Friends at Glove House 

Olean Wholesale Grocery   

In Memory of Katherine Nelson  Mooers van 

den Blink 

Stephen & Judy Lovell  

    

Gifts in Honor 

In Honor of Gail Norwood 

Mary Ann Perks 

In Honor of Frank Gudas’ Birthday 

Joseph & Giuliana Calderone 

Barbara Hull 

In Honor of Jim Emmick’s Birthday 

Ben & Carolyn Connelly 

Happy 4th Birthday to Ever Buzzetti 

Priya Chahal  

 

Grants 

Chemung County Chamber of Commerce 

Hardinge Anderson Evans Foundation 

Pizza Hut Raising Dough for Kids  

Rose’s Youth Philanthropists 

The Anderson Foundation 

The Benevity Community Impact Fund 

The Hilliard Foundation 

The Triangle Fund 

We had a rather 
prickly visitor at 
the Nature Center 
this summer! 


