
P1 /  NEWS 

Shout-out to a young 

supporter 

P2-3 /  THE E.D. REPORT 

The President’s address; the 

ED challenges you to a race 

P4-5/  COMMUNITY 

Members; donors; social 

media channels 

P6-7 /  EVENTS & ANIMALS 

Upcoming events; Curator’s 

Corner; wishlist  

Sep-Dec 2016 

Huge thanks to Drew Kubrich! Drew 

has gone to Tanglewood summer 

camps for three years. It’s been fun to 

watch Drew grow and learn in camp, 

and we were thrilled to see him again 

when he dropped by in August to 

donate a brand new trail camera to 

Tanglewood.  

 

Drew had saved up money over the 

year and chose to donate it to us, in 

the form of a fun and functional gift. 

We are really excited to capture 

photos of the wildlife moving around 

at night—from their scat and tracks, 

we’re sure we have foxes, raccoons, 

deer and bear, but we’d like to get 

more than just the scat to remember 

them by. And the trail cam will let us 

learn even more about our fauna’s 

travel patterns and behavior, helping 

Tanglewood make informed 

conservation choices as we keep 

growing. That’s a big gift from 

Drew!  

 

The Wildgame Innovatations Terra 

6 has up to a year in battery life and 

can sense movement from 60 feet 

away. You’ll be seeing a lot of 

nocturnal nature on our facebook 

page and blog—go check it out and 

thank Drew for his donation!  

Internship applications are accepted 

on a rolling basis. Please email your 

application and a cover letter to 

Bridget, our  Community Relations 

Manager at 

volunteer.tanglewood@gmail.com.  

 

We offer undergraduate students 

the opportunity to work alongside 

our staff in three positions. Animal 

care/museum curator interns feed, 

clean, and care for our animals and 

may be offered the chance to update 

or design new exhibits. 

Environmental education interns 

learn our curricula and eventually 

will teach programs independently, 

working with our animals from 

insects to mammals. Non-profit 

management interns can join 

committees and learn the ins and 

outs of fundraising, member 

retention and recruitment, and 

more. 

 

In most cases students are eligible 

to receive academic credit upon 

completion of the internships.  For 

more information, please visit our 

website or email Bridget!  

Tanglewood Nature Center & Museum 

443 Coleman Ave. Elmira NY 14903 

Ph: 607-732-6060  Fax: 607-732-6210 

Email: tanglewoodnc@stny.rr.com 

www.tanglewoodnaturecenter.com 

 

Nature Center Hours of Operation: 

Tuesday-Friday 9am-4pm 

Saturday 10am-4pm 

Trails open dawn-dusk 365 days/year 

 

Nature Center Holiday Closures:  

New Year’s Eve. New Year’s Day, Memorial 

Day, Independence Day, Labor Day, 

Columbus Day, Thanksgiving Day, 

Christmas Eve and Christmas Day. 

 

Contact Us: 

Internship 
Opportunities 

443  Coleman Avenue  El mi ra ,  NY 14903  

 

RETURN  SERVICE  REQUESTED 

Thank you, Drew! 
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Laine’s songbird hike saved me from 
being mauled by a bear.  At least 
that’s the way the math works out in 
my mind.   
 
My greatest fear is being attacked by 
a bear while out fishing.  It’s not so 
much because I believe bears of 
nefarious intent are lurking around 
every bend in the river; in 30+ years 
of fishing locally I’ve only seen one 
bear, and unless getting a drink of 
water is nefarious, I can’t claim to 
know its intent.  My primary issue is 
that I get so focused on fishing and 
lost in the moment that I become 
blissfully unaware of my 
surroundings.  When something 
finally recaptures my attention, for 
the first fleeting moments I am 
absolutely certain that it’s that 
nefarious bear, bounding out of the 
bushes to bring my fishing (and me) 
to a most abrupt end.   
 
Fortunately, said events have never 
ended in a mauling, and are most 
often punctuated by a fright-squeal 
and a frantic sprint, which in 
addition to being comical (once my 
heart rate has recovered) also has the 
beneficial effect of having 
whomever startled me (typically 
hikers, kayakers or fellow fishermen) 

Educating over 20,000 kids a year doesn’t come easy to a small staff, and we welcome you to join our 

passionate, energetic educators. Experience with children, animals, and biology/ecology preferred. Training 

on content and technique provided, including shadowing programs taught by staff. Come get your hands 

dirty, your feet wet, and your smile on!  

 

 

If you have mapping and design skills, and a working pair of legs, we need you! Our trail map for Personius 

Woods is out-of-date and definitely out of style. Send help! 

 

 

 

Feeling creative? Got a cool camera and nothing to shoot? We want to shoot, edit, and publish more videos 

of Tanglewood in action — action on the trails, animals on the move, what lives in the ponds, and of course 

education programs. Youtube and Vine are calling our name… if they’re calling yours, contact Bridget! 

Volunteer Casting Call  

 

 

question my emotional stability 
enough to keep on moving, which 
lets me quickly get back to my 
fishing. 
 

This summer Laine held a morning 
hike at Tanglewood, and in just a 
couple of hours pointed out an 
astounding number of songbirds.  
Most amazing to me was that she 
identified nearly all of them by 
sound before ever seeing them.  On 
top of that, she mimicked the calls 
so the group could focus on that 
song to pinpoint the bird in 
question.  I’ve since tried to pay 
more attention to the sounds in the 
woods - I’m still no good at 
identifying the songbirds, but at 
least I’m paying attention… unless 
I’m fishing, that is.   
 
Most recently, there was a rather 
noisy murmuration of starlings in a 
group of trees just off the river 
bank.  Each time I would get lost in 
my fishing, they would all decide to 
move precisely three trees to one 
side. You might find this hard to 
believe, but when standing knee 
deep in a river, and holding a 
fishing rod in one hand, the sound 
of several hundred birds taking 
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KINTU EARLY, PHD. 

BRIDGET SHARRY 

Upcoming Events at Tanglewood!  
   Clear your calendars and get ready for these festivit ies  

WOODLAND WAGS -  NEW 3K AND 5K RUN 

Sat. 9/17 starts at 9:00am 

Walk or run, by yourself or with your dog, on our year-old 

Woodland Wags trail at Personius Woods! New 3K course this 

year for those with shorter legs (we see you, little dachshunds) 

or looking for a gentler pace. This is a partnership with 

Chemung County SPCA. Online registration opens in August.  

 

FALL FOLIAGE HIKE  

Sat. 9/24 starts at 10am. Free. 

Naturalist Ian McLaughlin leads a hike and identifies tree 

species along the way. Be sure to bring your camera for some 

beautiful foliage shots! BYO binoculars.  

 

HAWK WATCH & OWLS UP CLOSE 

Sat. 10/15 starts at 9am. Free. 

Special presentation from Bill Ostrander (Chemung Valley 

Audubon Society) on hawk migration paired with an owl 

program led by volunteers Gail Norwood and Noelle Currier. 

After an overview of hawk flightpaths, and meeting two birds of 

prey up close, we’ll head out on a hike to see if we can spot any 

migrating raptors. BYO binoculars. 

 

ADOPTIVERSARY PARTY 

Sat. 11/19 12:00pm-1:00pm.  

All those who have adopted one of Tanglewood’s animals 

are invited to celebrate and be thanked for their kindness! 

Meet your adopted animal and have your photo taken with 

him/her and eat some cake. RSVP by 11/11/16. 

 

Winter Wiggles: 

This free Pre-K program runs from November through March 

2017, every Wednesday morning from 10am-11am. Each 

program will include a story for the kids with an up-close-and-

personal animal guest.   

 

11/2—Frogs. Story: Animal ABCôs Animal Jamboree 

11/9—Chinchilla. Story: Sometimes I Like to Curl Up in a Ball 

11/16—Barred Owl. Story: Owl Babies 

11/23—no Winter Wiggles  

11/30—Tortoise and Bunny. Story: The Tortoise and the Hare, 

with special guest storyteller Bonnie Schweizer 

12/7—Madagascar Hissing Cockroach. Story: A Day in the 

Life of a Cockroach 

12/14—Wood Turtle. Story: How the Turtle Got Its Shell 

12/21—Fancy Rats. Story: The Pesky Rat 

12/28—Hedgehog. Story: Hedgehugs 

1/4—Geckos. Story: If I Were a Lizard 

1/11—Hawks. Story: How do Dinosaurs Say Happy Birthday? 

 

Friday Nature Strollers: 

This is a school-readiness program for toddlers. It is in 

partnership with The Parent Resource Center of Horseheads 

and The Chemung Valley Audubon Society. The program runs 

from 10am-11am.  

 

9/9—Fall Birds at Sperr Park 

10/7—Fall Trees at Sperr Park 

11/4—Getting Ready for Winter Hibernation at Sperr Park 

12/2—Winter Fun Hike (or snowshoeing!) at Tanglewood  

HAUNTED HAPPENINGS 
Sat.  10/22 from 11:00am-3:00pm 
 
Our annual fall celebration returns with more games, fun, hayrides, and 
entertainment than ever! Bring the whole family to play and learn. 
Musical entertainment from two local folk groups. Historical        
re-enactors tell us about how early settlers and Native Americans 
survived our falls and winters in Chemung County way back when. 
Games and crafts for kids. Incredible face-painting talent from Jennifer 
Sekella. Come one and all! Admission is free; tickets for food and 
activities available for purchase at the door.   

flight in unison, sounds exactly like 
a bear pouncing out of the 
underbrush to take a running leap at 
the back of your head.   
 

After the first few times the 
starlings did this, I noticed that, 
right before they took flight, they’d 
all go silent for a moment. 
Following that epiphany, even 
while focused on the fishing I 
would subconsciously recognize the 
momentary silence, and I was then 
prepared for the launch, and could 
continue fishing with no flight and 
fright response.  So there you have 
it - had Laine not pointed out the 
bird songs, I wouldn’t have started 
paying more attention to them, and 
I may have been mauled to death in 
the river by a bear that only existed 
in my mind.  Of course, I didn't 
consider until now what exactly 
may have been startling the 
starlings from one tree to the next.  
For those that don’t think they have 
the stamina for a grueling hike to 
see all these birds, the group never 
went more than 100 yards from the 
parking lot, and saw orioles, various 
warblers, an indigo bunting, and 
more. So the next time there’s a 
songbird hike, make sure you sign 
up - it just might save your life, too! 



September is the conclusion of the 

season of Summer Camp! Boy oh 

boy have we been busy! From 

decorating and placing two of the 

most amazing bat boxes, 

geocaching for Tanglewood’s 

hidden treasures, feeding and caring 

for our critters, and lastly, 

exploding things in the parking lot, 

the counselors, campers, and CIT’s 

have been up to their necks in loads 

of fun. These are only a few of my 

favorite activities from July. August 

was even better with campers 

devotedly fishing for “Monster” the 

bass in the large pond,  visits from 

some special guests for wilderness 

survival and raptor camp, dissecting 

owl pellets, searching for animal 

tracks and more!  

 

Who were those special guests, you 

ask? We were excited to welcome 

several members from our Board of 

Directors who shared their 

expertise. Kintu Early, the President 

Dry and canned cat food / Yesterday’s News litter / chinchilla food, raisins, craisins, and almonds / fresh fruit and veggies, especially 

non-iceberg lettuce, carrots, tomatoes, broccoli, berries, and melons / crickets, mealworms, and worms / latex gloves, sponges, paper 

towels / reptile substrate / heat lamps and bulbs / laundry detergent / gift cards to Petco, PetSmart, Minier’s, grocery stores / generator 

for when we lose power and the animals want to be snuggly warm! 

 

 

Glue sticks, crayons and markers, water color and tempera paints / white and colored office paper and card stock / bottled water / paper 

towels / Kleenex / toilet paper / decaf and regular coffee / K cups / reusable K-cup filter / coffee cups / gift cards to Staple’s and Sam’s / 

pole saw (new or gently used) / outdoor spray paint for marking trails (yellow, green, orange, pink, red, blue, purple, white) 

 

 

 

 

Gift certificates to anywhere / napkins / plates / plastic silverwear / plastic wine glasses / serving dishes, bowls, and spoons 

Curator’s 
Corner 

Wish List  

LAINE SEMPLER, CURATOR 

of the Board, demonstrated how to 

fillet a fish while handily identifying 

the swim bladder to amazed campers. 

Paul Schweizer came to inspire the 

campers with the physics and the 

glory of gliding. Duane Saxton made a 

lasting impression by coming in 

character and sharing Native 
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Board & Staff 

Ready to Tangle with Zombies? 
Elaine Spacher, Executive Director  

Our infectious partnership with Elmira College 

Chemistry Club returns to li iii ii iife. J o i n  us  

Saturday October 22nd to dodge the undead.  

Our 5th Tangle with Zombies “Zombie Run” is 

on October 22nd at 10am in conjunction with our 

popular Haunted Happenings event.  

 

Run 5K (ish) from Zombies and then stay for fun 

family activities like hayrides, pumpkin painting, 

hot dogs and topping bar, bake sale, games, scary 

storytelling and more! 

 

If you don’t know how a Zombie Run works, you 

aren’t alone. It goes something like this: take a 

bunch of runners, give them each a belt with 

removable flags, and send them off on a marked 

trail for about 3 miles. Along the way they 

encounter various hordes of zombies, some more 

nimble and re-animated than others. The zombies 

are charged with taking the runner’s flags, which 

represent the runner’s life. If the runner gets to the 

end of the  race with any of their flags intact, or 

they bring us one they found along the way, then 

they are listed as a Survivor. If they didn’t escape 

the zombies and come back without any flags, 

they have joined the Undead.  

 

If you’d like to join us this year, please visit our 

website for the registration form. The price this 

year will be $15 if you register before October 

14th, $20 thereafter, with a special group price of 

$10/person for groups of 4 or more (team 

costumes encouraged). Check out our website at 

www.tanglewoodnaturecenter.com to sign up or 

stop up for a registration form. Day-of registration 

starts at 8:45am. 

American legends and survival 

skills with the campers. The 

Board members who shared 

their experience with the 

campers were truly amazing and 

added something extra-special 

to those camp sessions. Thank 

you! 

2016 BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Kintu Early, President 

Linda Hillman, Vice President 

Lauren Little, Treasurer 

Frank Gudas, Secretary 

 

Michael Bono 

Don Brooks 

Bob Butcher 

Dean Butts 

Janet Chilson 

Jim Emmick 

Jake Hover 

Merrill Lynn 

Beverly Morrell 

Anthony Pagano 

Linda Roessler 

Duane Saxton 

Brandon Saylor 

Bonnifer Schweizer 

Paul Schweizer 

Linn Smith 

Corey Stilts 

Roger TenEyck 

Ray Thweatt 

 

STAFF 

Elaine Spacher, Executive Director 

Scott Jackson, Buildings and Grounds 

Ian McLaughlin, Naturalist/Educator 

Deanna O’Brian, Office Manager 

Laine Sempler, Curator, Educator, & Camp 

Director 

Bridget Sharry, Community Relations Manager 

 

If youôre hungrier for 
brains than for running 
5k, you can register to 
be a zombie! 



As of July 20th, 2016 

 

New Members 

 

Individual—$30 

Silka Jacobson-Evans 

Lynn Kaemmerer 

Alyce LaVelle 

Maureen Marinelli 

David Robertson 

Tiffany Schoonover 

Beatrice Stephens 

Timothy Todd 

 

Teacher Family—$35 

Kelly Cook 

Sarah Davis 

David & Jennifer Deneka 

Patrick & DanaLynn Heifferon 

Jill & Tory Kitching 

John & Jill Mahon 

Wendy Underdown 

Jared & Charis Zembek 

 

Senior Family—$40 

Cathy Jadoski 

Terry & Michelle Narpone 

Maria Rupp 

Maggie Sheffler 

Dick & Lindy VanBrunt 

 

Family—$45 

Anuja & Arun Aggarwal 

Gerald & Janiene Altilio 

David & Lori Andreine 

Jared & Martina Baker 

Elizabeth & Patrick Beckwith 

Mary Beth & Daniel Bednarek 

Jason & Stacy Bierman 

Nichole & Dante Bocage 

Jamie Brill 

Gillian Brown 

Alexander & Danielle Brown 

Tammy Chung 

Denise Clark 

New 
Members & 
Donations 

Kathleen Costello 

Stephanie & Phil Dean 

Lisa & Gary Decker 

Nidhi Dhga 

Kari Flynn 

Lisa & Mark Fossaceca 

Susan Gohr 

Akemi Horii & Jack Green 

James & Barbara Hassell 

Alex & Alisha Herbitter 

Kyle & Andrea Hoff 

Matt Hourihan 

Christina & Dean Jackson 

Robert Johnson 

Jerry Jones 

Chad & Kearston Keenan 

Robin King 

Amanada & Scott Lynch 

Giuseppina & Antonino Mannino 

Joel & Emma McLaughlin 

Jill & Ken McLaughlin 

Barbara McLean 

Crystal Murphy 

Patricia Nelson 

Keitha Olthos 

Trisha Pipher 

Melanie & Eric Reed 

Arthur Reed 

Gerald & Andrea Robinson 

Katie Ruocco 

Devaughnte & Brandy Salazar Sr. 

Reyna Santiago 

Brian Slater 

Timothy & Kansass Smith 

Tom & Shannon Salyer Squires 

Oren & Adar Steinitz 

Darcie Stephens 

Jina & Alex Toribio 

Matthew Usack, Sr. 

Cheryl & Christopher Wightman 

Lindsay Winters 

Matthew & Meg Wukovitz 

Tina Yanchis-Kirby 

Wendy Zepp 

  

Hummingbird—$60  

Bill & Maureen Prapestis 

Kristina Sager 

Jonathon & Elizabeth Zilinski 

 

Goldfinch—$100-249 

James & Kimberly Kaffenbarger 

Continuing 1973 Patron Circle Members 

Steve Albertalli 

Dr. William & Ann Bishop 

Donald & Norma Brooks 

Dean & Janice Butts 

Joseph & Giuliana Calderone 

Duke & Wendy Carroll 

Janet & Brian Chilson 

Marie Mckee & Robert Cole, Jr. 

Mary Muse & Kevin Coughlin 

Kintu & Yulonda Early 

Jim & Sharon Emmick 

Charles & Muriel Friend 

Frank & Linda Gudas 

Linda Hillman 

Jon & Donna Homuth 

Deborah & Donald Lauper 

Merrill & Lydia Lynn 

Janet & John McLaughlin 

Arthur & Beverly Morrell 

Martin Palumbos 

Paul & Lauren Schweizer 

Stuart & Lucy Schweizer 

Arthur & Bebe Smith 

Raymond & Joan Thweatt 

 

Memoriams 

 

In Memory of Caron Friend Neild 

Flores Family 

Steven & Lunda Forest 

Frank & Linda Gudas 

John & Cathie Gunselman 

Joy Hoffman 

Dorothy Hoos 

Ralph & Carolyn Moore 

Mary Anne Perks 

Margaret Schillinger 

Richard & Mary Lynne VanBrunt 

William & Charlotte Winkky 

In Memory of Elizabeth Von Roth 

Michael & Margaret Haupt 

Reinhard & Linda Dieg 

The Malone Family 

 

Monetary Donations 

Duke & Wendy Carroll 

Vinnie Collins 

Hilliard Corporation 

Barbara Friedman 

Geoff & Joan Heywood 

Kurt Hollasch 

Barbara McDowell 

Deanna Middaugh 

Art & Bev Morrell 

Katherine Morrisey 

Wades’s Farm & Home, Inc. 

Animal Sponsors 

Finn Academy Founding Crew 

Jared & Martina Baker 

Kyle & Andrea Hoff 

 

Grants 

Anderson Foundation 

Chemung County Chamber of Commerce 

Hardinge Anderson Evans Foundation 

Intel 

The ARTS Council of the Southern Finger Lakes 

The K Foundation 

ZBGA 

ñProm at Tanglewood Highò Sponsors 

Chemung Canal Trust Company 

 

ñProm at Tanglewood Highò Donations 

Duke & Wendy Carroll 

Ann Millhollen 

Norm & Margaret Ward 

 

In Kind Donations 

 

Ahrens Family 

Animal food and supplies 

Duke and Wendy Carroll 

Office and kitchen supplles 

Carolyn Caruso 

Animal earrings for the gift shop 

David Conklin 

Taxidermy rabbit 

Corning Building Company 

Gift cards for supplies 

Davis Garden Center 

Catmint plant 

E. M. Pfaff & Son, Inc.  

Donation tree for Lodge 

Lisa’s Pet Palace 

Animal supplies 

Lowe’s 

Black  & Decker cordless drill 

Merrill & Lydia Lynn 

Scrap items to take to Kaplanôs Scrapyard 

ARE YOU FOLLOWING US ONLINE? 

 

For different perspectives and breaking news on what’s 

happening up here on the hill, follow Tanglewood on our 

social media and website! 

 

Website: www.tanglewoodnaturecenter.com 

Facebook: facebook.com/tanglewoodnaturecenter 

Twitter: @tanglewoodnc 

Instagram: @tanglewood_nature_center 

Tumblr: tanglewoodnaturecenter.tumblr.com 

 

John & Janet McLaughlin 

Karaoke machine and microphone 

Parker Landscaping 

Dump truck load of mulch 

Target—Big Flats 

Gift card 

Tops—Big Flats 

Gift card 

Tops—Riverside 

Gift card 

Uncle Mike’s Pets & Supplies 

Gift certificates 

Larry & Lynn Walz 

Computer supplies 

Martha Ward 

Wooden bird from the Wardell estate 

Norm Ward 

Let us borrow his trail cam 

David Webb 

Cub Cadet Garden Tractor 

 

Meg Lowman Treetops Camp Donors 

Ann & Gary Brouse 

Duke & Wendy Carroll 

Natalie P. Denton 

Frank & Linda Gudas 

Jerry & Linda Haley 

John & Fran Juriga 

Deb & Donald Lauper 

Meg Lowman 

Art & Beverly Morrell 

Carol D. Parker 

Laureen Sassaman 

Bonnie & Les Schweizer 

Paul & Lauren Schweizer 

Southern Tier Pediatrics 

Ray & Joan Thweatt 

Jay Schissell & Jeri Wall 

 

Meg Lowman Treetops Camp Volunteers 

Chemung Fiber Arts Guild 

Cornell Outdoor Education/Dr. Mark Holton 

Corning Women  Engineers Group 

Dr. Lynn Gillie 

Linda Hillman 

Dr. Meg Lowman 

Dr. Forrest Meekins 

Bonnie Schweizer 

Melissa Yearick 

Itôs not every day that you get to combine feathers, fashion, feminism, 
and conservation—but thatôs exactly what we did with our friends at the 
Chemung County Historical Society on July 29th. Every participant 
went home with a jaunty chapeau and more information on the origin of 
the Audubon Society—started by Minna Hall and Harriet Hemenway in 
the 1890s! 
 
This activity was made possible thanks to The ARTS Council of the 
Southern Finger Lakes for a QuickARTS grant, funded by the 
Community Foundation of Elmira-Corning and the Finger Lakes, Inc. 


