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Tyler Reed joined the 
Tanglewood staff as our new 
Curator of Animals & Exhibits 
and Educator in January 2021.  
 
While we were closed this 
winter, we sure weren’t 
hibernating—Tyler has been 
working hard to take care of 
the animal collection, renovate 
exhibits, and tackling training 

challenges with some of our 
animals who needed a little 
more one-on-one time. In 
between cleaning chinchilla 
cages and heading out to pick 
up our new rabbit, we caught 
up with Tyler for a quick 
Q&A. He’s looking forward 
to meeting our Tanglewood 
members this spring!  
 

Where are you from?  
I’m from Finger, Tennessee, 
but no one’s ever heard of 
that so I usually tell them 
Henderson.  
 
What brought you to the 
Finger Lakes?  
My wife researched the area 
and fell in love with it.  

The Nature Center was closed during the winter, but as of May 1st 

(by the time you’re reading this!) we will be open!  

 

You’ll notice some changes to the nature center when you visit:  

• One-way traffic throughout the exhibit hall indicated by arrows 

on the floor; guests who are able to navigate stairs are asked to 

exit via the back deck rather than the front door. 

• The gift shop, library, and restrooms are limited to one 

household’s use at a time. 

• ALL VISITORS MUST WEAR MASKS during their time 

inside the nature center.  

• There is a sign-in log upon entering the building, for contact 

tracing purposes.  

• Visitors are asked to remain socially distant from each other. 

• There will not be any rentals or birthday parties scheduled 

throughout the spring and summer.  

 

Thank you for understanding as we do our best to keep visitors, 

volunteers, and staff safe!  

Tanglewood Nature Center & Museum 

443 Coleman Ave. Elmira NY 14903 

Ph: 607-732-6060  Fax: 607-732-6210 

Email: tanglewoodnc@stny.rr.com 

www.tanglewoodnaturecenter.com 

 

Nature Center Hours of Operation: 

Tuesday-Friday 9am-4pm 

Saturday 10am-4pm 

Trails open dawn-dusk 365 days/year 

 

Nature Center Holiday Closures:  

New Year’s Eve. New Year’s Day, Memorial 

Day, Independence Day, Labor Day, 

Columbus Day, Thanksgiving Day, 

Christmas Eve, Christmas Day, and 12/26. 

 

Contact Us: 

Care and 
keeping of 
raptors in 

captivity  

Jamie Ziegler 

443 Coleman Avenue Elmira, NY 14903 
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COVID19 PROTOCOLS & 
TANGLEWOOD’S RE-OPENING DATE  

Our mission is to lead and support education and preservation efforts in our region to achieve a 
heightened awareness, understanding, enjoyment, and caring for our natural environment.   
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Meet our new Curator, Tyler!  
 



 

V I

Upcoming Events at Tanglewood!  
   Clear your calendars and get ready for these festivit ies 

AMAZING ANIMALS 

Saturday 5/1 from 11am-12pm. Free. 

Bring your lawn chairs and picnic blankets for an outdoors, 

socially distanced program with our beloved animal 

ambassadors! Ian will teach about the incredible adaptations 

of our mammals, amphibians, reptiles, and birds. You'll see 

his pop-up tent and materials on the front lawn of the nature 

center. Weather dependent: if it's only a little misty, 

program still goes on; if it's really raining, this will be 

canceled. 

 

 

MINDFUL MEDITATION SERIES 

Every Friday from 5:30pm-6pm, May-September.  

Suggested donation $5 per person.  

Stressed? Bored? Tired of Covid? Stuck in a rut? Want a 

healthy, all-natural solution? MBSR (Mindfulness Based 

Stress Reduction) meditation has been researched and 

proven to be effective at reducing stress, depression and 

anxiety. As stress builds throughout the work week you can 

look forward to a moment of peace (well, half an hour) on 

Friday evening meet ups with Ian, Naturalist and Certified 

in Mindfulness. He practices meditation daily and he wants 

to share his passion with our community. Bring a yoga mat, 

or pad, or blanket and water. Outdoors rain (under a covered 

pavilion) or shine. Wear a mask to use facilities, and until 

we are settled 6 feet + apart. No experience necessary. This 

program is designed for adults 18+.  

 

 

INVASIVE SPECIES HIKE 

Saturday 6/5 starts at 10am. Free. 

Bridget will lead a hike around the Yellow Trail and we'll 

explore the current situation in our region - what plants and 

animals are causing us trouble? What should we do if we 

find them? This hike will run in mist or light drizzle; if it's 

really raining, we'll cancel. 

 

 

GREAT AMERICAN OUTDOORS HIKE & HAWK 

SHOW  

Saturday 7/3 starts at 10am. Free.  

 Join Tyler for a hike around the BLUE trail, then meet a 

RED tailed hawk! Learn about native wildlife and about 

how beautiful our country's natural wonders are. Wear red, 

white, and blue, just for fun! This program will run in light 

mist but in truly inclement weather we'll cancel.  

 

 

5K & 10K TRAIL RUNS 

Saturday 7/24. Runs staggered; start time varies.  

Save the date for this fun summer run! More info to 

come.  

 

 

BIRDS OF A FEATHER RAPTOR SHOW 

Saturday 8/7 starts at 11am. Free.  

Meet up with Maggie and our amazing birds of prey for 

an outdoors presentation about birds, flight, and so much 

more. This is an all-ages program. BYO lawn chair or 

picnic blanket!  

 

 

SUMMER TUESDAY DROP-IN PROGRAMS 

$5 suggested donation.  

Tuesdays at 10am, starting 6/1 and ending 8/17.  

Designed for elementary aged children, but we’ll adapt 

the subject to meet any and all ages present! Bring the 

whole family to learn about the topic—hands-on, 

meeting animals, and outdoor exploration all included.  

Come up to Tanglewood for fun, hands-on, science 

exploration on Tuesdays! Each week a new theme: 

Geocaching, Insect ID, How Tos of Lean Tos, etc.  

 

All of these programs will be entirely outside, and 

therefore, weather dependent—we’ll go ahead in light 

mist but in truly inclement weather we will cancel. 

Please check our website for more information on the 

weekly topics and for cancelation notices.  

 

• 6/1 Pond Scoops & Wetland Life 

• 6/8 Fields of Fun: Insect Catching & ID 

• 6/15 Fossils, Dinos, and Dino Descendants of Today 

• 6/22 Mad Science Round One 

• 6/29 Let’s Explore Outdoors! Scavenger Hunt 

• 7/6 Which Way Do I Go? Geocaching Adventure  

• 7/13 Trees from A-Z  

• 7/20 Mad Science Round Two  

• 7/27 The How-Tos of Building Lean-Tos 

• 8/3 Prepare for Fun: Wilderness Safety 

• 8/10 Adaptations and Migrations 

• 8/17 Build It, Float It: Will Your Natural Sailboat 

Float? 

What to do with those slow turtles trying to cross the 
road, and other spring & summer wildlife encounters 
  
    If it has feathers, though with short 

ones on their tail and wings, and 

can hop and flutter around, this 
fledgling does not need your help. 
It is really normal for young birds 

to jump out of their nests—the nest 
is a vulnerable place so they need to 
fledge quickly, and they have to 

build their muscles with practice 
flights, even when they are clearly 
young and bad at it. Their parents 

are normally nearby.  

If, however, the baby bird has a) 
eyes closed, b) mostly naked with 
only a few feathers, maybe covered 
in tube-like sheaths, then it is too 

young to be out of the nest. You 
can try to return it to the nest or you 
can make a replacement nest and 

get the bird off the ground in a tree 
or shrub. The parents will find the 
babies by their calls, and won’t be 

bothered by your human scent.  

 

 

 

How long is too long for a rabbit 

or a deer baby to be left in my 
yard…. When should I call for 

help?  

It is normal for rabbit and deer 
parents to leave their young for 

extended periods of time—the 
babies are less visible and less 
smell-able to predators without 

mom hanging around. They may 
sneak back to nurse their young for 
only a minute at a time, around 

dusk and dawn—they may be such 
good, sneaky parents that you 
never see them! If you discover a 

baby rabbit nest or fawn in your 
yard, just leave them alone and 
keep your pets inside. (If the fawn 

is obviously bleeding or has a 
broken bone, then call a rehabber 
right away.) If the babies are still 

there with no signs of movement a 
full 24 hours later, reassess the 
situation and call a wildlife 
rehabilitator.  

 

We’re blessed with an abundance 
of wildlife—gorgeous songbirds 

like the Baltimore oriole and rose-
breasted grosbeaks caroling from 
our forested hills and even coming 

to our backyard feeders; our rich 
and diverse watershed sustains 
amphibians in vernal pools, leaping 

brook trout in our cold gorge 
creeks, and even sturgeon in our 
lakes. Bobcats, fishers, and bears 

roam our farms, parks, and 
sometimes... even show up in 
town. That’s when we start to find 

conflicts with wildlife. Uh oh.  

As supporters of nature, here are 

some handy tips you can pass on to 
your neighbors, friends, and family 
when they come to you with 

questions about an animal/human 
conflict:  

How can I keep bears out of my 

garbage and bird feeders?  

A perennial problem at 
Tanglewood: we’ve tried lots of 

things to keep feeding out birds 
without feeding bears. What works 
best is: keep your garbage and grill 

with those tasty smells and 
drippings inside a garage, only 
bringing out the garbage right 

before pickup. Try feeding the 
birds only when bears are 
hibernating. Or, if you’re a real 
bird-nerd and refuse to give up on 

summer bird feeding, you can get 
bear-proof feeders at Wild Birds 
Unlimited in Horseheads—they are 

pricy but the bears here haven’t 
learned how to trash them yet!  

Oh no, I found a baby bird on 

my lawn!  

The big question is: does it have 
feathers, and do you see blood or 

an obviously broken wing?  
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“I look ridiculous but I’m fine.” -fledgling robin. Photo credit: Denise Rosser.  



How long have you been 
in the area now?  
We moved here in October 
2020.  
 
What’s your background 
and experience with 
animals?  
I was raised on a small 
farm, so I had my own 
animals, from guineas and 
peacocks to chickens. In 
college, I spent over a 
hundred hours at the 
Reelfoot Lake State Park in 
Tennessee, doing raptor 
programs. The lake was 
formed by an earthquake so 
large it actually turned the 
flow of the Mississippi 
River backwards!  
 

 
Latex gloves size L and XL / sponges and paper towels / animal substrates: Zoo Med Eco Earth 
compressed coconut fiber, Kaytee aspen small animal bedding, and Carefresh small animal 

bedding (unscented) / heat pads and UVA/UVB bulbs 60-100 watts, drippers and misters for amphibians / 
gently used towels / laundry detergent, dawn dishsoap, and mop heads / gift cards to Petco, PetSmart, 
Minier’s, grocery stores  
 

 

White and colored office paper and cardstock / Drink cups and coffee cups 
(paper, recycled, packs of 25 or more) / napkins and plates (paper, recycled, packs of 25 or more) / paper 
towels and Kleenex / decaf and regular coffee / cream (dry) / k cups, any kind / gift cards from Staples and 
Sam’s Club / sidewalk salt for winter / gift certificates to anywhere for fundraisers  
 

Crayons / construction paper / glue sticks / washable markers / scotch tape and duct 
tape / children’s nature books  
 

Welcome, Tyler !  

Wish List  

What are your favorite 
animals to work with at 
Tanglewood so far?  
Hector the ferret, Zeus the 
bearded dragon, Sophie the 
Great-Horned Owl, and 
Baxter the California king 
snake. I’ve been building a 
relationship with Baxter so 
he’s more comfortable being 
handled for programs.  
 
What are you most looking 
forward to this spring and 
summer?  
Looking forward to warmer 
weather, ha! I’m excited for 
educational programs. Super 
excited for the dinosaurs and 
fossils program this summer, 
I’m probably more excited 

A N IMA LS  

O F F ICE ,  E V E NT S  &  E XH IB IT S  

Board & Staff 

about that fossil digging kit 
than the kids will be! This 
summer will be busy but fun.  
 
Come swing by the nature 
center to visit the animals and 
their caretaker Tyler! Tyler 
will be teaching many of the 
Tuesday drop-in science 
programs this summer and 
leading a guided hike and 
hawk program on Saturday 
July 3rd. Join Tyler for a hike 
around the BLUE trail, then 
meet a RED tailed hawk! 
Learn about native wildlife 
and about how beautiful our 
country’s natural wonders 
are. Tyler adds with a grin 
that you can wear red white 
and blue just for fun!  

2021 BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Janet Chilson, President 

Ben Amsler, Vice President 

Kintu Early, Treasurer 

Emily McConnell, Secretary 

 

William Bishop 

Michael Bono 

Cathy Bachman 

Donna Chapman 

Jessica Degarmo 

Kelly Domineske 

Claire Warren Ginnan 

Richard Gridley 

James Emmick 

Charles Friend 

Jeremy Hourihan 

Lynsey Hourihan 

Joshua Latterell 

Angela May 

Duane Saxton 

Alan Winston 

 

STAFF 

Elaine Spacher, Executive Director 

Maggie Groce,  Educator & Camp Director 

Bob Kurcoba, Facilities  

Ian McLaughlin, Naturalist & Educator 

Deanna O’Brian, Office Manager 

Tyler Reed, Curator & Educator 

Bridget Sharry, Community Relations Manager 

I pulled over because I saw a turtle 

a couple feet into the road. What 
do I do so it doesn’t get hit?  

Make sure that your car is safe and 

that you are safe around the road, 
first and foremost. Put on your 
hazards and be aware of your 

surroundings. If it’s a road with very 
little traffic, you can simply act as a 
crossing guard for the reptile. If 

there’s more traffic and you must 
help them cross, try to minimize 
handling and always move them in 

the direction they were going. Then, 
gently and securely lift them along 
the shell edge near the middle of the 

body. They’ll probably empty their 
bladders; don’t drop them! Place 
them on the other side of the road 

where they wanted to be, in as direct 
a line as possible, so that they can 
keep going on their own. Don’t 

kidnap them and bring them to a 
second location, no matter how nice 
the pond you have in mind is :)  

If it’s a snapping turtle, you want to 

exercise additional caution. For 
snappers, please be aware that they 
have VERY long necks and can 
absolutely reach around and protect 

their rear ends with a very powerful 
bite: do not pick them up. They 
should not be pulled by their tails, as 

it can damage their spines. Instead, 
you can use brooms, snow shovels, or 
similar objects to encourage the turtle 

along in the direction it was heading.  

Uh…. There’s a giant pile of bees 

on my grill. 

Although “a giant pile of bees” where 
you don’t expect them can be 

surprising and alarming, honey bee 
swarms are a) pretty common and b) 
not a cause for concern. Honeybees 
swarm for two main reasons—either 

the hive got too crowded so a bunch 
of them have decided to move on and 
become a new colony, or, sometimes, 

they just don’t like their old hive 
(parasites, disease, frequent 
disturbance by predators, bad queen). 

In either case, the bees are basically 
having a team huddle while some 
workers are off looking for new safe 

quarters. The bees are vulnerable and 
aren’t going to sting unless provoked. 
They are usually only in that swarm 

for a couple of hours or at most a day 
or so. If you leave them alone and 
they’re not in a troublesome spot (like 

a tree limb, or shrub) they’ll leave on 
their own soon. If they are in a 
troublesome spot (say, you were 

planning on using that grill) you can 
contact a local beekeeper who would 
like to capture the swarm and care for 

the colony, bringing them to a new 
home hive and collecting their honey.  

  

CA MP S  &  P R O GRA MS   
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Continued from page 1 

For honeybee swarm relocations, wildlife rehabilitor contacts, and 
nuisance wildlife contacts (who’s going to get that skunk out from 
under your porch? Not me!) visit our website for contact info of 
local trained and licensed pros!  

This snapper 
was laying her 
eggs by our 
driveway. Don’t 
disturb an egg-
laying mother!  



In Kind Donations 
Duke & Wendy Carroll 
Membership supplies 
Al & Jackie Draht  
Paper products (cups, plates, etc) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Featured Corporate Sponsors 

this issue:  

As of April 7th, 2021 

 
Individual $40 
Jessica Degarmo 
Connie Morse 
 
Senior Family $45 
Jeff & Mary Morgan 
Chris & Colleen Parsons 
 
Family $45 
Nadiya Auerbach 
Andrea Bouille 
Katy Buzzetti 
Donna & G. Scott Chapman 
Jacqueline Cisco 
Chris & Kathy Collins 
Kelly Domineske 
Katherine Fultz 
Johanna & Matt Gilmore 
Christy & Kevin Harmer 
Zhalimar & James Harris 
Jessica & Michael Hood 
Susan Jaynes 
Charlene Johnson 
Katrina & Matthew Johnston 
Jenny Wittmaack & Andy Knapp 
Dawn & Ronald Lanouette 
Josh & Annie Latterell 
Katherine & Matthew Lincoln 
Jon Machmer 
Stephanie & Tony Mustico 
Jesse Peckham 
Brooke & Colin Sinko 
Rene & Jason Snyder 
Yvette Stedge 
Julie & Mark Wallisky 
Jessica & Nicholas Watts 
Erika Wheaton 
 
Bluebird $100-499 
Jonathan & Patricia Breux 
Mike Lavarnway 
 
Continuing 1973 Patron Circle 
Members 
William & Ann Bishop 
Dean & Janice Butts 
Joseph & Giuliana Calderone 
Duke & Wendy Carroll 

New 
Members & 
Donations 

Janet & Brian Chilson 
Mary Muse & Kevin Coughlin 
Charles & Trudy Craig 
Kintu & Yulonda Early 
Jim & Sharon Emmick 
Thomas & Deborah Fennell 
Charles & Muriel Friend 
Frank & Linda Gudas 
Gene Herber 
Harry & Jennifer Hillman 
Linda Hillman 
Jon & Donna Homuth 
Conrad Wolan & Kelly Hume 
Deborah & Donald Lauper 
Rob McKinnon 
Janet & John McLaughlin 
Kevin Orvek 
William & Mary Anne Perks 
Thomas & Katherine Roehlke 
Les & Bonnie Schweizer 
Stuart & Lucy Schweizer 

Alan & Maria Winston  
 
Annual Appeal 
John & Jennifer Trimber 
Michael & Marianne Cain 
Thomas & Patricia Santulli 
Robert & Kristin Rider 
Jerry Hayek 
Tymon & Angela Daniels 
Dawn Hagg 
Ronald & Christine Panosian 
Deanna Middaugh 
Curran & Barb Sekella 
Frank & Linda Gudas 
Robert & Julie Kriston 
Dean & Janice Butts 
Art & Bev Morrell 
Jeremy & Lynsey Hourihan 
Scott & Sharon Moore 
Dr. and Mrs. Timothy Sharlow 
Tom & Deb Fennell 
Elm Chevrolet  
Ralph Moore 
James & Kimberly Kaffenbarger 
Jennifer O'Brien 
Mary Chervenak 
Ralph & Mary Roberts, Jr. 
Kerry & Joseph Bocko 
Howie & Cathy Bachman 
Bob & Ann Recotta 
Jacqueline Egger 
Charlotte Scott 
Kammie Morrisey 
 

Grants 
Delores Crumb Charitable Fund 
PPP Loan 

Watkins Glen International R.A.C.E. 
Foundation 

 

Monetary Donations 
Howie & Cathy Bachman 
Morgyn, Madilynn and Anne Bocko 
Lydia Eldidge 
Mark & Sandra Gibson 
Alan & Linda Roessler 
John & Jane Slechta 
Target Employee Giving Campaign 
United Way Campaign 
Sam & Jane Kaszczynec 
 
Animal Sponsorship 
Lori Crumb 
Madeline 
 
Win for Wildlife Raffle Winners 
Donated Winnings Back 
Lori Crumb 
Lynsey Hourihan 

 

Summer Camp Scholarship 

Donation 
Mary Johnson 

 
Leaf Detective Book Initiative 
Donations 
Betsy Hilfiger & Bill Carey 
Rich Gridley 
Cynthia Haigh 
Jon & Donna Homuth 
Georgianna Keser 
Alice Lowman 
Rob McKinnon 
Sanford Morris 
Margaret Streeter 
Alan & Maria Winston 
 
 

Gifts in Honor 
In Memory of Ellen Hyland 
Mary Grow 

In Memory of Carolyn Moore  
Tom & Bobbie Curran  
Hilde Robbins 
Duke & Wendy Carroll  
Philip Carpentier 
Geraldine Moore   
Marc & Tracey Stemerman 
Bill & Ann Bishop   
Richard & Marcia Kimball 
Jay & Margaret Rachfal  
Aimee Lester 
Frank & Linda Gudas   
Stu & Lucy Schweizer 
Marilyn Rabinowitz   
Michael & Mary Wayne 
Bill & Charlotte Winkky  
Joseph & Mary Allegretto 
Charles & Muriel Friend  
Merrill & Lydia Lynn 
Alan & Barbara Preucil  
Les & Bonnie Schweizer 
James Pitt    
Charles & Mary Jane Paternoster 
William & Mary Hungerford  
Joe & Bolumbu Fahs 
Richard Gridley   
Stephanie & Mark Sobel 
Lori Sloma-Konicki   
The Steed Family 
John & Frances Juriga   
Reeve & Karin Howland 
Sheila Weimer    
Alan & Linda Roessler 
Avery & Beth Shipley 
Michelle Livingston and 
colleagues of the University Health 
Service, University of Rochester 
 
In Memory of Bill Morse  
Martha McKinney  
Thomas Snyder 
Roberta Hoffman  
Frank and Linda Gudas 
David & Janis Messing  
Duke & Wendy Carroll 
Bill & Charlotte Winkky 
Margaret Streeter 
Roy & Lucy Staley  
Stephen & Carol Eberhard 
Sara Hurley   
Jay Schissell & Jeri Wall 
Ruth Gerlach  
Vonda Fero 
Christopher & Jody Lalone 
Paul & Anna and Sebastian Morse 
Gilbert & Harriet Sweet 
Thomas & Barbara Rhodes 
Les & Bonnie Schweizer 

Dean and Janice Butts 
Ron Panosian  
Janet Haskell 
David Boor & Ellen McHugh  
Jon & Donna Homuth 
Karen Peterson 
Ann Thorner 
Albert & Deborah Ash 
Thomas & Barbara Curran 
Raymond & Joan Thweatt 
Merrill & Lydia Lynn 
Hope Mayhew  
Barbara McDowell 
William & Jean Keppel 
Charles & Muriel Friend 
Stephen & Maureen Hick 
Alan & Barbara Preucil 
Stephen McPherson 
Jeanne Derefinko 
Jerome Oberst  
Ed and Joan Van Inwagen 
Eric Van Inwagen 
Paul and Lauren Schweizer 
Harold Wilmerding 
Paul and Elizabeth Morss 
Rich Gridley  
Paul Baxter 
Douglas and Meredith Tifft 
Jane Marshall 
 
In Memory of Betty Mruk 
Armory Capital Management 
Mike & Linda Cox 
Cathy Frank 
Pamela Frisch 
Gary & Pauline Granger 
Geri Lemke 
Lisa Sicilia 
Susan Vansickle 
 
In Memory of Gail Heitmann 
Robert & Louise Paul 
 
In Memory of Jack Danhoff 
Harry & Jennifer Hillman 
 
With Thanks to Barry & Linda 
Roessler 
Daniel and Yada Cain 
 
Happy Birthday to Sharon 
Emmick 
Ronald & Vivian Peters 
 
In Honor of Jeri Wall and Jay 
Schissell 
Dan, Mary, Julia and Chris Meyer 
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