
P1 /  NEWS 

From tip to talon 

P2-3 /  BOARD REPORT  

Pacific ocean plastics 

P4-5/  COMMUNITY 

Members; donors; gifts 

P6-7 /  EVENTS & ANIMALS 

Upcoming events; wishlist  

May-August 2020 

Creating a bird friendly backyard is 
not only good for individuals, it’s 
good for the birds too. Birds need 
healthy habitats, especially now, 
due to increasing habitat loss 
associated with urban sprawl. With 
increasing loss of habitat comes the 
loss of food too.  No place to nest, 
hide and shortages of food means 
fewer birds (we already have 
scientific proof this is happening).  
Could you imagine your yard 
without birds?  I certainly don’t 
want to experience that!  That is 

why you need to think about how 
you can create a bird friendly 
habitat right in your backyard.   
 
First, let’s talk about food and 
feeders for the birds. There are 
several different types of feeders 
and food types that you can 
purchase.  What you buy depends 
on the kind of birds you would like 
to attract.  Northern Cardinals are a 
bright and colorful bird found in 
our area.  They prefer black-oil 
sunflower seed that you can place 

in a hopper or tube feeder with 
large holes. Many, many birds 
like black oil sunflower, so you 
really can’t go wrong making that 
available. Ruby-throated 
Hummingbirds on the other hand 
drink nectar as their main food 
source and need a special feeder 
found in most stores (please don’t 
use colored nectar, they don’t 
need the dye in their food). 
Remember Hummingbird feeders 
need only be out during the 

Interviewing and hiring will be conducted on a rolling basis; positions 

opened until filled. We are hoping to interview and hire over the winter  

breaks, so early applications are encouraged! For application and more 

information on the position, visit our website.  

 

Please send application, resume, and cover letter to Jamie Ziegler, Camp 

Director: email (tanglewoodcurator@outlook.com) or postal mail 

Tanglewood Nature Center, 443 Coleman Ave. Elmira NY 14903. 

 

Must be: at least 18 years old, able to work Monday-Friday 8am-5:15pm, 

with experience in camp, youth programs, recreation, working with children, 

or related field. Interest in science and love of nature mandatory!  

    

Tanglewood Nature Center & Museum 

443 Coleman Ave. Elmira NY 14903 

Ph: 607-732-6060  Fax: 607-732-6210 

Email: tanglewoodnc@stny.rr.com 

www.tanglewoodnaturecenter.com 

 

Nature Center Hours of Operation: 

Tuesday-Friday 9am-4pm 

Saturday 10am-4pm 

Trails open dawn-dusk 365 days/year 

 

Nature Center Holiday Closures:  

New Year’s Eve. New Year’s Day, Memorial 

Day, Independence Day, Labor Day, 

Columbus Day, Thanksgiving Day, 

Christmas Eve, Christmas Day, and 12/26. 

 

Contact Us: 

Care and 
keeping of 
raptors in 

captivity  

Jamie Ziegler 

443 Coleman Avenue Elmira, NY 14903 
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NOW HIRING: SUMMER CAMP STAFF 

SUMMER INTERNSHIPS OPEN 

Tanglewood offers students the opportunity to work alongside our 

staff in three positions: animal care and museum curator, 

environmental education, and non-profit management. To learn 

more and to find the application, please visit our website. Applications 

and questions should be directed to Community Relations Manager, 

Bridget Sharry, at volunteer.tanglewood@gmail.com  

Our mission is to lead and support education and preservation efforts in our region to achieve a 
heightened awareness, understanding, enjoyment, and caring for our natural environment.   
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Create a Bird Friendly Backyard!  
 

Scarlet Tanager at Tanglewood. Photo credit: Carrick Palmer.  



 

V IDE O   

Upcoming Events at Tanglewood!  
   Clear your calendars and get ready for these festivit ies 

OWL WALK 

Saturday 1/11 from 6-7:30pm. Members only. Pre-

registration is required, limit of 30 participants. Free. 

Meet our resident owls, then go on a night hike to find their 

wild cousins! BYO flashlight. 

 

CLOSED FOR ANNUAL CLEANING—1/20-1/24  

 

ANNUAL MEETING 

Saturday 1/25 from 1pm-3pm.  

Suggested donation $10 per person.  

Past President Kintu Early and Executive Director Elaine 

Spacher speak on climate change; we celebrate the Morse-

Lynn-Brooks volunteer of the year; toast 2019 

accomplishments and look forward to 2020.  

 

CABIN FEVER 

Saturday 2/22 from 10am-12pm.  

Suggested donation $5 per person/$10 a family. 

Join us for cocoas and a winter hike—on snowshoes if 

there’s snow! Animal show of our cuddliest critters too.  

 

WIN FOR WILDLIFE—FUNDRAISING RAFFLE 

Saturday 2/29 from 7pm-9pm 

Purchase a ticket (or more!) for $20 and be entered for the 

chance to win cash prizes: $2,000, $1,000, and $500! Need 

not be present to win.  

 

OWL WALK 

Saturday 3/7 from 6-7:30pm. Pre-registration is 

required, limit of 30 participants.  $5/person.  

Meet our resident owls, then go on a night hike to find their 

wild cousins! BYO flashlight. 

 

NATURE NERD TRIVIA 

Friday 3/20 starts at 7pm.  

21+. Limit of 10 teams, sells out quickly! Register online. 

Trivia night returns. Beer and snacks; anything goes for 

nature topics!  

 

REPTILES & AMPHIBIANS 

Friday 4/3 from 6-7:30pm. Members only. Free. 

Members: join us for a night at the museum! Meet scaley, 

smooth, and silly reptiles and amphibians.  

 

SPRING BREAK PROGRAMS 

April 7th, 8th, and 9th from 9:30am-11am daily. $5 per 

child for members; $10 per child non-members. 

Come one day or all three. Each day will include an... 

...animal program, a craft, and an outdoor adventure if 

the weather allows.  

 

EARTH DAY CLEAN UP 

Saturday 4/25 from 10am-12pm. Free.  

Defeating litter and saving Mother Earth. Join us for 

some volunteering—the whole family is welcome! Drop 

in and clean up!  

 

EGGSTRAVAGANZA: EGG-RACE.  

Saturday 4/25. Registration opens at 10am, race 

begins at 11am.  

$15 per person; $30 for a family (up to 4 runners—$5 

each additional for the fifth runner onward).    

Run a fun 2K race, collect as many eggs as possible 

along the way—without breaking them. Prizes for the 

top egg-racers! 

 

WINGS’N’THINGS: A SPRING CELEBRATION!  

Saturday 4/25 from 12pm-2pm.  

A family festival! Join us for a spring celebration: meet 

egg-layers and do an egg craft; meet our bunny; learn 

how to make a difference by building a nest box and 

planting native seeds for a better backyard.  

 

PRE-K FAMILY WEEKLY PROGRAMS: 

 

Winter Wiggles 

Join Ian every Wednesday morning from 10am-11am 

for a storybook paired with an animal meet-and-greet! 

Program runs November through March. Free.  

 

LAST TUESDAY HOMESCHOOL DROP-IN 

PROGRAMS 

$5 for the whole family if members/$10 non-members 

Designed for elementary aged children, but we’ll adapt 

the subject to meet any and all ages present! Bring the 

whole family to learn about the topic—hands-on, 

meeting animals, and outdoor exploration all included. 

Drop-in programs run from 10am-11am. Tanglewood 

follows the weather delays and closures of the Elmira 

City School district—should there be a closure or a 

delay for the city, our program will be canceled. Please 

check our website for info!  

• 1/28 Mad Science Experiments 

• 2/25 Benefits of Play and the Science of Exercise 

for humans and pets 

• 3/31 Climate Change doesn’t have to be Scary  

Spring Nesting 
 Jim Emmick, Board Member 

 

The most obvious 
examples of nesting take 
place in the pairs of 
nesting boxes that are 
spaced out around the 
property.  The boxes are 
typically about 15 feet 
apart and elevated 5 to 6 
feet off the ground by 
being bolted to a piece of 
pvc pipe.  Each pair is 
separated from the next by 
at least 50 to 100 yards 
and we have 
approximately 25 pairs 
around the property.  

Nesting birds are very 
territorial and the reason 
for placing the boxes in 
pairs is that one species of 
bird will often tolerate 
another species as 
neighbors but not another 
pair of their own kind.  
This enables us to 
accommodate several 
different species of cavity 
nesting birds on our land. 
 
The three main species of 
birds that use our nesting 
boxes at Tanglewood are 
Eastern Bluebirds (our 

Spring is my favorite time 
of the year at Tanglewood.  
Some of our favorite 
creatures return to western 
New York and begin the 
process of finding a mate, 
building a nest and raising 
their young.  One of our 
jobs as a nature center is 
to help them in this 
process.  As you walk 
around the property 
during April, May and 
June please take the time 
to observe the birds in 
their nesting activities. 
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spring, summer and early fall as 
these little guys fly way South to 
winter. Make sure to clean them 
quite often, as the mold that 
accumulates in them is bad for 
Hummingbirds. Another sweet-
loving species that is fun to 
attract is the Baltimore Oriole. 
They readily eat sliced oranges 
or grape jelly and there are 
feeders on the market just for 

 
Fresh fruit and veggies, especially non-iceberg lettuce, / guinea pig, chinchilla, hedgehog, and 
rabbit pellet foods / guinea pig vitamin c treats / chinchilla dust / latex gloves size L and XL, 

sponges, paper towels / Yesterday’s News litter / heat pads and UVA/UVB bulbs 60-100 watts, drippers and 
misters for amphibians / gently used towels / laundry detergent, dawn dishsoap, and mop heads / gift cards to 
Petco, PetSmart, Minier’s, grocery stores  
 

 

White and colored office paper and cardstock / Drink cups and coffee cups 
(paper, recycled, packs of 25 or more) / napkins and plates (paper, recycled, packs of 25 or more) / paper 
towels and Kleenex / decaf and regular coffee / cream (dry) / k cups, any kind / gift cards from Staples and 
Sam’s Club / sidewalk salt for winter / gift certificates to anywhere for fundraisers  
 

Crayons / construction paper / glue sticks / washable markers / scotch tape and duct 
tape / children’s nature books  
 

Create a Bird Fr iendly Backyard!  

Wish List  

placing those items in. Nuthatches 
and Woodpeckers love suet or suet 
and peanut butter mix. You can 
buy the suet already made, or you 
can make your own with an onion 
bag and butcher shop suet.  Don’t 
forget about the birds that prefer to 
be on or near the ground. To attract 
these feathery friends, you can put 
out a mix with millet, hulled or 
regular black oil sunflower and 
even peanuts on a platform feeder.  
Last but not least, are you looking 
for Gold or House Finches? Try 
putting out thistle in a tube type 

A N IMA LS  

O F F ICE ,  E V E NT S  &  E XH IB IT S  

Board & Staff 

Spring Nesting 
  Jim Emmick, Board Member feeder.  Lots of birds will eat 

mealworms too- live and dried, 
especially when they are feeding 
nestlings or at the end of the 
winter when other food sources 
become scarce. Our local friends 
and supporters at Wild Birds 
Unlimited in Horseheads can help 
you pick out quality long-lasting 
feeders and seed.  
 
Now that we’ve fed your birds, 
what are some other things you 
can place in your backyard to 
attract birds?  Water! Every living 
thing needs water.  Put out a 
decorative birdbath in your 
garden, or even just a large dog 
bowl.  In the winter, you can buy a 
heater to keep the water from 
freezing.  Put up a nesting box to 
attract cavity nesters like Eastern 
Bluebirds and Tree Swallows. 
Make sure you mount the box on a 
pole or high up a tree with a 
predator baffle underneath and 
make sure the box is one you can 
open to clean out in the late fall 
and early spring. If you want to 
further help birds in their nesting 
efforts, you can place dog fur, 
people hair and/or dryer lint 
around your yard for birds to 
incorporate into their nests.  There 
are a lot of plants that are good for 

2020 BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Janet Chilson, President 

Rich Gridley, Vice President 

Kintu Early, Treasurer 

Lauren Little, Secretary 

Benjamin Amsler 

William Bishop 

Michael Bono 

Bob Butcher 

Dean Butts 

James Emmick 

Charles Friend 

Frank Gudas 

Jeremy Hourihan 

Lynsey Hourihan 

Angela May 

Emily McConnell 

Beverly Morrell 

Linda Roessler 

Brandon Saylor 

Duane Saxton 

Alan Winston 

 

STAFF 

Elaine Spacher, Executive Director 

Maggie Groce,  Educator & Camp Co-Director 

Bob Kurcoba, Facilities  

Ian McLaughlin, Naturalist/Educator 

Deanna O’Brian, Office Manager 

Bridget Sharry, Community Relations Manager 

Jamie Ziegler, Curator, Educator, and Camp Co

-Director 

New York State bird), Tree 
Swallows, and House Wrens.  
Occasionally we will see a 
pair of Chickadees also.  The 
opening to the nesting box is 
1 and ½ inches in diameter to 
ensure that other birds like 
starlings can’t enter the box.  
Male blue birds will usually 
start checking out the boxes 
in March, trying to find a 
nesting site that will attract a 
mate.  Tree swallows usually 
start arriving in mid/late April 
and then the pace of nesting 
really picks up. 
 
Of course we have birds 
building nests in trees and 
bushes also, but there is one 
other group of birds that nest 
on our property.  We have 
worked very hard at 
Tanglewood to restore some 
of our land to grassland 
habitat.  Over the years many 
of these areas have become 
overgrown with Autumn 
Olive and other invasive 
plants.  About 10 years ago 
we started clearing areas of 
the shrubs and returning that 
area to grassland.  Grassland 
birds like Bobolinks and 

Grasshopper Sparrows have 
been some of the hardest hit 
species because of habitat 
destruction.  Both of these 
have been seen in our 
grassland areas, which are 
mainly up over the hill from 
the museum in along the 
President’s trail, or green trail 
on our site map.  They nest on 
the ground and hide their nests 
very well.  If you go up to try 
to see them, please stay on the 
trails so as not to disturb the 
nests. 
 
This nesting season we invite 
you to hike our trails and see 
all of our native birds.  Spring 
is one of the best times of the 
year at Tanglewood! 

CA MP S  &  P R O GRA MS   

Continued from page 2 
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Female Bobolink.  
Photo credit: Gail Norwood. 

Continued from page 2 



Featured Corporate Sponsors 

this issue:  

As of December 10th, 2019 

 
Individual $30 
Evelyn Austin 
 
Senior Family $40 
Dr. Richard Kapral 
Tony & Jean Papandrea 
 
Family $45 
Jessica Balmer 
Stacy Barnes 
Jacqueline Bouille 
Ashley Brewer 
Ruth Brown-Shook 
Lauren & Ray Buchanan 
Ilah Burgess 
Stephanie Cain 
Carey Gillis & Aaron Close 
Melissa Cooper 
Lisa Daley 
Lynsie Bixby & Joseph Dandrea 
Tonya & Kevin Elliott 
Vanessa Juarez & Jacques Gates 
Megan & Mike Greenough 
Shawn & Karen Harrington 
Katie Hartman 
Alicia Hayes 
Brandy & Joe Hoover 
Theresa Jacque 
Stephanie Johnson 
Katie Jones 
Mikayla Kirkwood 
Maryjo  Knapp 
Paul & Kara Kuonen 
Ashley LaMonica 
Laura & Jared Mirando 
Melissa Rinker 
Megan Ross 
Salonee Suhag 
Brian & Kacie Vasicek 
Alexander Waters 
Vanessa & Ryan Wright  
 
New Patron Circle Members 
Gene Herber 
 
Continuing 1973 Patron Circle 
Members 
William & Ann Bishop 

New 
Members & 
Donations 

Dean & Janice Butts 
Joseph & Giuliana Calderone 
Duke & Wendy Carroll 
Janet & Brian Chilson 
Mary Muse & Kevin Coughlin 
Kintu & Yulonda Early 
Jim & Sharon Emmick 
Thomas & Deborah Fennell 
Charles & Muriel Friend 
Frank & Linda Gudas 
Harry & Jennifer Hillman 
Linda Hillman 
Jon & Donna Homuth 
Conrad Wolan & Kelly Hume 
Deborah & Donald Lauper 
Barbara McDowell 
Rob McKinnon 
Janet & John McLaughlin 
Arthur & Beverly Morrell 
Thomas & Margaret Morse 
William & Mary Anne Perks 
Thomas & Katherine Roehlke 
Les & Bonnie Schweizer 
Paul & Lauren Schweizer 
Stuart & Lucy Schweizer 

Alan & Maria Winston  
 
Annual Appeal 
Pat & Joy Bermingham 
Michael Bono 
Gary & Ann Brouse 
Ruth Bruning 
Robert & Marie Butcher 
Dean & Janice  Butts 
Mary Ann Caroscio 
Duke & Wendy Carroll 
Jim & Lois Carter 
Brian & Janet Chilson 
Matthew Collins 
Vincent Collins 
Chemung Supply Corporation 
Douglas & Susan Cotton 
Natalie Denton 
Albert & Jacqueline Draht 
Bobby K Entertainment 
Marianne Frei 
William & Bobbi Furnas 
Richard & Gail Gerard 
Mark & Sandra Gibson 
Jerry & Linda Haley 
Gene Herber 
Daniel & Joanne Herman 
John & Katherine Herzig 
Linda Hillman 
Jake & Kay Hover 
Jan Kather 
John & Suzanne Knighton 
Don & Deb Lauper 

Charles & Teresa Lockner 
John & Alice Lowman 
Merrill & Lydia Lynn 
Angela May 
John & Janet McLaughlin 
Michael & Nancy McLaughlin 
Charles & Arlene McMahon 
Suzanne Mockaitis 
Art & Bev Morrell 
Paul Morss 
Bill & Connie Morse, Jr. 
Jake & Stacey  Oparil 
Matt & Joy Perry 
Perry & Carroll Insurance 
Robert & Karen Petzke 
Gaylen Raisler 
Thomas & Barbara Rhodes 
Ralph & Mary Roberts, Jr. 
David & Patricia Silvernail 
Peter & Lynn Smith 
Nancy  Spaulding 
Marc & Tracey Stemerman 
Margaret Streeter 
Martin  Strong 
Louise & Connie Sullivan-Blum 
Gayle Temple 
John & Jen Trimber 
John & Krista Updyke 
Arie & Clare van den Blink 
Kirk & Barbara Vieselmeyer 
Kenneth Sobel & Amy White 
Eric Burns & Lynn Williams 
Bill & Charlotte Winkky 
Thomas & Stacy Witzel 
Earl & Sally Wright  
 

Grants 
ANCA 
Chemung County Room Tax 
Community Foundation of Elmira 
Corning and the Finger Lakes 
Corning Incorporated Foundation 
The Triangle Fund 

Wrenegade Sports Foundation 
 

 

Monetary Donations 
Congregation KOL AMI 
Corning Foundation 
Kintu Early 
Barbara Friedman 
Joseph & Nancy Meriwether 
Joan Russin 
United Way 

 

Donations for Lodge loan 
William and Ann Bishop 
Dean & Janice Butts 

Jim & Sharon Emmick 
Charles & Muriel Friend 
Frank & Linda Gudas 
Art & Bev Morrell 

 
Animal Sponsor 
Jay Schissell 
 
Haunted Happenings Sponsors 
Cameron Manufacturing 
James D. Barrett Funeral Home 
Ray Jewelers 
 
FLX Gives 
Amy Ahrens 
Lindsay Barrile 
Chloe Boughton 
Emily Bowler 
Janet Chilson 
Margaret Collins 
Rebecca DeRosa 
Paul Donnelly 
Lydia Eldridge 
Coveney Fitzsimmons 
Jesse Gardner 
James Gensel 
Linda H. Marks 
Michael Halperin 
Jennifer Herrick 
Linda Hillman 
Karen Jennings 
Kamala Keeley 
Evan & Bethany McCarey-
Hammond 
Caitlin McConville 
John McLaughlin 
Andrea  Muller-Hoff 
Elizabeth Newton 
Monica Nix 
Rick Pirozzolo 
Maureen Prapestis 
Bonnifer Schweizer 
Brett Shelton 
John Sirianni 
Julia Strife 
Alaina Strife 
Veronica Tuazon 
Christopher Walters 
Claire Warren Ginnan 
Brian Lee Whisenhunt 
Brooke Yorio 
Community Foundation of Elmira-
Corning and the Finger Lakes, Inc. 
Watkins Glen International - 
Checkered Flag Prize  

Gifts in Honor 
In Memory of James Norris 
Margaret Belden 
 
Happy Birthday to Gerry Caruso 
Rich Gridley 
 
Merry Christmas to Roberta 
Hoffman 
Ron & Laurel Gabel 
 
In Honor of Lori Crumb 
Darcy Mucci 
 
In Memory of Jack Lowman 
Norma Brooks 
Bill Carey & Betsy Hilfiger 
 
In Memory of Sherry Palmquist 
Barbara Hull 
 
In Memory of Carol Parker 
Mary & Thomas Dugo 
Bill Carey & Betsy Hilfiger 
 

In Kind Donations 
Big Flats Women’s Club  
Wine glasses, toilet paper, crayons, 
card stock, light bulbs, paper 
towels, dish soap  
Katie Boland   
Four bottles of whiskey for 
fundraisers 
Duke & Wendy Carroll  
Membership supplies, paper and 
stickers  
Lydia Eldridge  
Newspapers, veggies and fruit for 
the animals  
Susan Flandreau  
Generator  
Sara Hurley  
Nature magazines  
Andrea Lynch  
Halloween decorations  
Barbara Mc Dowell  
Newspapers, veggies and fruit for 
the animals  
April Miller  
Cat food 
Jay Schissel  
Heating pads, newspapers, nature 
magazines  
John Slechta 
Honey 
Jessica Wilcox  
Veggies for the animals, Kleenex 
and glue sticks  

Oliver, our Barred Owl. 
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