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A regular school day usually ends by 
3pm. Not for the kids enrolled in the 
ARCADE after school program. 
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, and 
Friday hundreds of kids stay after 
school for enrichment activities in the 
Elmira School District. Why is 
Tanglewood involved? 

We are there to teach science, allow 
time for questions, and to use 
analogies that kids see in their 
everyday lives. It’s not teaching to the 
test, and we don’t have to cover every 

teaching rubric in the curriculum, 
even though we still try. What makes 
this program successful is the 
combination of live animal shows and 
mentoring. The live animals is what 
draws the kids into the Tanglewood 
program, but that’s only half the story. 

When we allow the kids to 
decompress and have a little time for 
coloring, art, or group activities 
during the program they open up. 
What they share can be thought 
provoking. I told the kids that 

someday I am going to write a book 
with all the quotes that I have 
collected from ARCADE. Quotes 
full of honest thoughts, opinions, and 
ideas. 

In our adult lives, we all strive for 
authenticity. We all want to be 
honest with each other and engage in 
sincere conversations. It doesn’t 
always happen. Watching how open 
and free the kids are after school 
should remind us all to dare to 
dream, regardless of our insecurities. 

Becoming a Counselor in Training is a great way to gain leadership experience 

while working in nature! 

 

Counselors-in-Training (CITs) are youth leaders aged 15-18 who assist the camp 

counselors in providing a safe and fun camp experience at Tanglewood. They will 

help lead environmental education activities, games, crafts, songs, stories, hikes, and 

more. Our CITs will also assist with camp preparation, check-in and check-out, and 

will serve as a positive role model for children in camp. This is an educational 

position that will involve being placed with two counselors each session. CIT 

applications can be found on our website, and are due by May 15th to the CIT 

Coordinator, Bridget Sharry (volunteer.tanglewood@gmail.com).  

 

 (If you’ve been waiting 

 to sign your younger 

 children up for summer 

 camp… sign up soon, as 

 camps are filling 

 already!)  

Tanglewood Nature Center & Museum 

443 Coleman Ave. Elmira NY 14903 

Ph: 607-732-6060  Fax: 607-732-6210 

Email: tanglewoodnc@stny.rr.com 

www.tanglewoodnaturecenter.com 

 

Nature Center Hours of Operation: 

Tuesday-Friday 9am-4pm 

Saturday 10am-4pm 

Trails open dawn-dusk 365 days/year 

 

Nature Center Holiday Closures:  

New Year’s Eve. New Year’s Day, Memorial 

Day, Independence Day, Labor Day, 

Columbus Day, Thanksgiving Day, 

Christmas Eve and Christmas Day. 

 

Contact Us: 

Summer Volunteer Opportunity for Teens  

443 Coleman Avenue Elmira, NY 14903 
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Afterschool enrichment 
goes both ways 
Ian McLaughlin, Naturalist  



This time of year typically has me 

writing about the anticipation of a 

blossoming Spring that has 

already sprung by the time the 

newsletter is received.  This year 

it seems like all the anticipation is 

there, but Spring is hiding like 

that one time you found the 

perfect hiding spot in a game of 

hide and seek...and fell 

asleep.  By the time you woke up 

everyone else had moved on to a 

different game.  Ok, maybe that 

was just my cousins' way of 

getting me to disappear for a 

while, but hopefully by the time 

Spring really shows up we won't 

have already moved on to 

Summer.   

 

I'm not sure whether to blame 

Spring or the weather forecasters 

for the trickery so far but both 

have got the better of me on more 

than one occasion.   On the first 

weekend of Spring the forecast 

suggested it was a perfect day 

for a quick hike.  While there's 

no such thing as a bad day for a 

hike at Tanglewood, the 

combination of frozen ground 

with a wonderfully slick coating 

of melting snow and ice proved 

to be somewhat less than a 

perfect opportunity.   

 

Thinking this was simply a false 

start, and another week would 

surely have Spring in full effect, 

I jumped at the chance to go 

fishing in the Niagara River 

gorge.  In reality, I don't think 

Spring hits the gorge until 

sometime around August 

because it takes that long to flush 

out all the arctic air that our 

neighbors to the north had been 

sending our way since the 

 

 

V IDE O   

Spring in Upstate 
Kintu Early PhD, President 

Upcoming Events at Tanglewood!  
   Clear your calendars and get ready for these festivit ies  

WILD EDIBLE PLANTS WALK 

Saturday 6/2 from 4pm-5pm.  

$5 per person members, $8 per person non-members.  

Learn to identify edible plants, herbs, fruits, and more with 

Bridget. Wild plant-based snacks for sampling after the 

walk. Take home recipes on how to clean, prepare, and feast 

on edible plants from cattails to autumn olive!  

Pre-registration required. This event is for adults (if you're 

over the age of 15 and really into botany, we'll consider you 

an adult).  

 

HUNT FOR THE GOLD SHOE CULMINATION 

Sat. 6/9 starts at 10:00am Free. 

This May, start looking for the infamous golden shoes 

hidden on our trails and in local parks, then bring the ticket 

for a chance to win fabulous prizes on June 9th.  

 

TANGLEFOOT 10K/20K TRAIL RUN  

Sun. 6/17 registration opens at 8am, races begin at 9am   

Your favorite Finger Lakes 10K/20K returns! Both races are 

part of the Finger Lakes Trail Runners Circuit and the Trail 

Runner Magazine Trophy Series.  

FAIRY AND SPRITE FEST 

Saturday 7/21 from 10am-12pm. 

10am-11am: Woodland sprite inspired crafts, listen to 

enchanted stories and fairy tales, enjoy a search for 

magical beasts and dragons on a scavenger hunt, and see 

if you can find our fairies in the Tangly Woods for a 

photo of yourselves with the fairy queens! 

11am-12pm: a Fairy Tea Part  y - dainty finger foods 

and a charming tea party for families in the Lodge.  

Pre-registration is required. $5 per family members, $7 

per family nonmembers.   

 

PERSEID METEOR SHOWER  

Sat. 8/10 starts at 8:30pm.  

$5 per person members, $8 per person non-members.  

Telescopes out, fire's roaring, stars are shootin'! BYO 

lawn chair or picnic blanket, and adult beverages if that's 

your fancy. We'll provide the fire, astronomy 

knowledge, and s'mores. There will be a brief 

presentation indoors on how to find some constellations 

and stars, and a little bit of information on the Perseids. 

After that, we're outside til the fire burns down! This 

event will run once it receives 15+ pre-registrations.  

 

Sat. 5/19 from 4:00pm-8:00pm 
 
Live music, good food, the summer of love: revel in the festival vibes 
this May! Tickets include Slammin Jammin’ BBQ, wine and beer, live 
music from local favorites: Lori Lynn Barrett, Full Axxess, and the John 
Bolger Band. Win up to $500 just for coming to the party! Silent 
auction items include tickets to the Lion King on Broadway; beautiful 
art from local artists and glassblowers; and more. Show your support 
for Tanglewood by purchasing tickets: on our website, over the phone, 
or by visiting the Nature Center. Must be 21+ to attend.  

beginning of their winter, 

coincidentally also sometime 

around August.   

 

The upside to the cold and wind 

is that they were the only things 

that kept us from bursting into 

flames on the hike out of the 

gorge - maybe that's why they 

call it The Devil's Hole.  The 

other valuable insight from the 

mighty and beautiful Niagara 

was an all new appreciation of 

the network of well marked trails 

of infinitely customizable 

difficulty available at 

Tanglewood.  Whenever Spring 

finally arrives (or sooner if you 

don't mind a bit of mud) come 

on up and enjoy the trails and 

animals of Tanglewood- and 

don't forget to sign up for 

Summer camp! 

 

 

Bequests help  
protect habitat 

 

Name Tanglewood Nature 
Center a beneficiary:  
 in your will 
 of your life insurance or 

retirement plan 
 of your donor advised 

fund 
 
For more information on 
planned giving, please contact 
Deanna at 
officemanager@stny.twcbc.com 
or  
607-732-6060.  



I think it’s fair to say that in the 
final months of cold and gray 
weather, we’re all getting a little 
punchy. We’ve all been cooped up 
inside, waiting to get outside and 
enjoy the warm air and sunshine. If 
you experienced the winter wiggles, 
you are not alone - our animals are 
feeling it too! 
 
All of the animals get a bit restless 
in the winter but the most notable is 
our merlin, Gridley. A tiny 
migratory falcon, Gridley starts to 
get especially antsy in the fall when 
the rest of the merlins in the area 
are migrating to South America to 
enjoy the weather. Instead of 
migrating south, Gridley moves 
indoors to keep warm throughout 
our unpredictable New York 
weather. As our only migratory 
bird, Gridley experiences the unique 
phenomenon of Zugunruhe, or 
migratory restlessness. It’s used to 
describe an anxious behavior in 
migratory birds during the typical 
time of migration. According to an 
article from Audubon, scientists 
have established that the hormones 
released during this time tell the 
bird to stop eating and keep 
moving. Sure enough, Gridley also 
went through a period of fasting 
within the last few months. When 
migratory birds are held in 

Digital scale for weighing mammals and Bernice (a human scale will do the trick!) / Fresh fruit and veggies, 
especially non-iceberg lettuce, / crickets, mealworms, and worms / guinea pig, chinchilla, hedgehog, and rabbit 
pellet foods / guinea pig vitamin c treats / chinchilla dust / cuttle bones / latex gloves, sponges, paper towels / 
Yesterday’s News litter, CareFRESH Natural bedding, old newspaper for bedding / heat pads and UVA/UVB 
bulbs 60-100 watts, drippers and misters for amphibians / gently used towels / laundry detergent, dawn 
dishsoap, and mop heads / gift cards to Petco, PetSmart, Minier’s, grocery stores / generator for when we lose 
power and the animals want to be snuggly warm! 

 
 

 
Glue sticks, crayons and markers, water color and tempera paints / white and colored office paper and card 
stock / bottled water / paper towels / Kleenex / toilet paper / decaf and regular coffee / K cups / reusable K-cup 
filter / gift cards to Staple’s and Sam’s / napkins / plates / plastic silverwear / plastic wine glasses / serving 
dishes, bowls, and spoons / pole saw (new or gently used) / outdoor spray paint for marking trails (yellow, 
green, orange, pink, red, blue, purple, white)  

Curator’s Corner:  cabin fever 

Wish List  

BRIE RIESBECK, CURATOR 

captivity, they exhibit frequent 
hopping from perch to perch and wing 
fluttering just as birds of the same 
species would in the wild. Anyone 
who has seen Gridley knows he is 
always a ball of energy, but it’s even 
more apparent around the fall and 
spring. Even stepping into Gridley’s 
cage this time of year invokes a flurry 
of screeches and dive bombs. And 
who could blame him? It’s a tough 
time being a southern bird in the 
northern hemisphere!  
 
What about our other animals? We 
know all too well that humans can 
experience the winter blues, but little 
research has been done to prove that 
animals can feel the same. It doesn’t 
really take a scientific study for us to 
notice these types of changes in our 
animals at Tanglewood: Bernice the 
tortoise stays in her hide, the exotic 
reptiles are picky about food, and 
Sophie the owl made a personal 
project of chewing a sizable hole 
through her indoor enclosure. We can 
entertain ourselves with hours of 
Netflix and watching the snow fall but 
what can our animals do to keep 
themselves “busy” in the winter 
months? 
 
The best thing we can do to combat 
the cabin fever is to provide as many 
enrichment opportunities for our 

A N IMA LS  

B U ILD IN GS  &  E XH IB IT S  

Board & Staff Lodge loan campaign successful 
thanks to supporters 
  Dean Butts, Board of Directors  

Our beautiful new Lodge opened in 

January 2015 following two years of 

planning, fundraising, and construction. 

Although we received many donations, we 

were left with a balance of $120,000 

which we financed with a bank loan. After 

making payments on the loan, the balance 

at the end of 2017 was $57,000. 

 

At the direction of the Board of Directors, 

a limited campaign—chaired by Bill 

Bishop, Dean Butts, and Paul Schweizer—

was initiated with the objective of paying 

off the loan. Early in January, we mailed 

letters to 42 supporters, asking for 

donations which would be applied directly 

to the loan.  

 

We are thrilled to report that we have 

received $42,187 from 34 contributors, 

whose names are listed here. Tanglewood 

is very grateful for their generous support. 

It enables us to direct our resources to 

programs, summer camps, education, 

maintaining our facilities, and caring for 

our wildlife-in-residence. 

 

Lodge loan donors:  

John Alexander 

Bill & Ann Bishop 

Mike Bono 

Thomas & Victoria Bowman 

Matthew & Anne Brand 

Norma Brooks 

Dean & Janice Butts 

Lodge loan donors, continued:  

Duke & Wendy Carroll 

Janet & Brian Chilson 

Kintu & Yulonda Early 

Jim & Sharon Emmick 

Charles & Muriel Friend 

Mark & Sandra Gibson 

Frank & Linda Gudas 

Linda Hillman  

Jon & Donna Homuth 

Don & Deb Lauper 

Rob McKinnon 

John & Christine Meier 

Art & Bev Morrell 

Tom & Margaret Morse 

Bill & Connie  Morse 

Paul Donnelly & Mary Nevin 

Martha Pierce 

John Potter 

Bonnie & Les Schweizer 

Paul & Lauren Schweizer 

Stu & Lucy Schweizer 

Margaret Streeter 

Kirk & Barbara Vieselmeyer 

John Walsh III 

Hilliard Foundation  

 

animals as possible. Sometimes that 
involves hiding food around the 
enclosure, taking our mammals out to 
play, or going on a little hike with our 
birds. And our educational outreach 
programs seem to keep the animals 
alert and happy! We have been so 
lucky to have amazing volunteers and 
interns that are happy to take those 
winter walks with our birds, take the 
extra time to make feeding time fun, 
or dance around the building with 
Hector the ferret.  
 
As spacious and nice as our indoor 
enclosures are, I think we can agree 
that nothing quite beats fresh air and 
lots of warm sunlight. So here’s a 
special shout out and thank you to all 
of our volunteers, interns, and staff 
that work throughout the year to 
provide enrichment and mental 
stimulation for all of our animals. We 
are grateful and so are the animals! 

2018 BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Kintu Early, President 

Linda Hillman, Vice President 

Lauren Little, Treasurer 

Jim Emmick, Secretary 

 

William Bishop 

Michael Bono 

Bob Butcher 

Dean Butts 

Janet Chilson 

Charles Friend 

Frank Gudas 

Merrill Lynn 

Beverly Morrell 

Anthony Pagano 

Brice Pearce 

Patrick Poppleton 

Linda Roessler 

Duane Saxton 

Brandon Saylor 

Bonnifer Schweizer 

Corey Stilts 

Roger TenEyck 

 

STAFF 

Elaine Spacher, Executive Director 

Scott Jackson, Buildings and Grounds 

Ian McLaughlin, Naturalist/Educator 

Deanna O’Brian, Office Manager 

Brie Riesbeck, Curator, Educator, & Camp 

Director 

Bridget Sharry, Community Relations Manager 

Jamie Zeigler, Educator 

 

As you can see at right, our Lodge is 
entirely powered by solar panels on the 
roof! The Lodge solar panels actually 
create enough energy that they feed back 
to the Nature Center too.  
 

Photo credit: Gail Norwood 

Kestrel (“Ellie”) had migratory opinions too! 



Dalyrmple Gravel 

Gravel to repair the parking lot pot holes 

Duke & Wendy Carroll  

Hand soap, stationary, and stickers 

Gerry & Carolyn Caruso 

Crockpot and earrings for the gift shop 

Bev Morrell & Makayla Graham  

Petsmart gift card 

Sara Hurley 

Magazines 

Colette Kelly 

Guinea pig supplies 

Jim Longwell 

Beaver chew and hornet’s nest (no hornets) 

Minier’s  

Gift card 

Micah Mis  

Birdseed, suet, tape, and copy paper 

Bill & Connie Morse 

Nature books and newspapers 

Gaylen Raisler 

Coffee and bottled water 

Jay Schissell 

Newspaper and towels 

John Slechta 

Honey for the gift shop, lumber for well  

Matt Updyke’s birthday party: 

Paper towels, tissues, cat food, sponges, 

newspapers, glue sticks, crayons, Minier’s gift 

card 

Larry & Lynn Walz 

PC equipment 

 

Thank you for the continued support of our 

Corporate Members! Please consider 

supporting the businesses that support us.  

 

Featured 

Corporate 

Sponsors this 

issue:  

 

As of April 16, 2018  

 

Individual—$30 

Bobbi Furnas 

Dave Newlun 

Heather Stanton 

 

Teacher Family—$35 

Kerry & Joe Bocko 

Timothy & Jessica Wenck 

 

Senior Family—$40 

Kathy Barrett 

Frank & Mary Rhodes 

 

Family—$45 

Bernard & Kristen Albertsman  

Trish Alexander 

Tonya & Travis Apgar 

Tatiana Balthazor 

Amy Barr 

Andrea & William Bauman 

Tatyana, Luke & Elizabeth Brown 

Marshall & Allison Bushillon 

Katelyn & Luke Carter 

Theresa & Waylon Dahl 

Lisa De Muth 

Ryan & Krista Depalma 

Stephanie Difasi 

Jeffrey & Christine Elliott 

Kumari Gandepalli & Ravi Enneti 

Lori Friend 

Nicole Fye 

Amanda Gilbert 

Alison & Kyle  Hoobler 

Derek & Shari Jaskula 

Amanda Lahnum 

Shelly & Joe Long 

Michele & Ted Minner 

Nicole Mosher 

Lee Neubert 

Karen & Jason Owen 

Sarah Pakyala 

Michelle & Gunnar Podolec 

Courtney Radford 

Hailey Rogers 

New 
Members & 
Donations 

Shannon Ruger 

Jennifer Sczepanski 

Michael & Marisela Smith 

Melani & Derek Swartz 

Justine & Billy Terry 

  

Hummingbird—$60 

Larry & Donna Arnold 

 

New 1973 Patron Circle Member—$1,000 

and up 

Barbara McDowell 

 

Continuing 1973 Patron Circle Members 

Dr. William & Ann Bishop 

Norma Brooks 

Dean & Janice Butts 

Joseph & Giuliana Calderone 

Duke & Wendy Carroll 

Janet & Brian Chilson 

Mary Muse & Kevin Coughlin 

Kintu & Yulonda Early 

Jim & Sharon Emmick 

Charles & Muriel Friend 

Frank & Linda Gudas 

Harry & Jennifer Hillman 

Linda Hillman 

Jon & Donna Homuth 

Conrad Wolan & Kelly Hume 

Deborah & Donald Lauper 

Merrill & Lydia Lynn 

Rob McKinnon 

Janet & John McLaughlin 

Arthur & Beverly Morrell 

Brice Pearce 

Steve & Sarra Robinson 

Les & Bonnie Schweizer 

Paul & Lauren Schweizer 

Stuart & Lucy Schweizer 

Bebe Smith 

Alan & Maria Winston 

 

Corporate Bear $500-$999 

Stan’s No Tubes 

 

Corporate Osprey $1,000-$1,999 

Howell & Company, F.M. 

 

Annual Appeal 

Paul Agid 

Megan Bergquist-Neal 

Matthew & Anne Brand 

Matthew Chabot 

William & Mary Chervenak 

Ed & Gail Cordes 

Natalie Denton 

Jacqueline Egger 

Richard & Gail Gerard 

Samara Gromer 

Paul & Kimberly Hatala 

Barbara Hull 

John Humphries, Jr. 

Fred Kain 

Georgianna Keser 

Chris & Janet  Longwell 

Mark Holman & Maureen Mines 

John McGlenn 

Debbie Chilton & Jaime Molina 

Emma Novotny 

Ron & Chris Panosian 

Alan & Joan Parsons 

Mary Passage 

Ruth Riesbeck 

Lisa Rodabaugh 

Gordon & Mary Schuehler 

Andrea Shields 

Katherine Stickler 

Charlotte Taylor Scott 

Elmira Savings Bank  

Ray Jewelers  

 

Grants 

Chemung County Room Tax 

Chemung County Sunrise Rotary 

ZBGA 

 

Bequests 

Margaret Locke 

Judith Wardell 

 

Animal Sponsorships 

Lori Crumb 

Layla Little 

Cole Spike 

 

Tanglewoodstock Sponsors 

AJ’s Hair & Make-up 

Bell’s Country Coffee 

Binghamton Zoo 

Bill Bishop 

CMOG 

Cugini’s 

Darien Lake 

First Heritage 

Four Feathers 

Fulkerson Winery 

Gary Packard 

I.B.E.W. Local 129 

Ontario Realty 

Painted Bar Stables 

Rod Reynolds 

Sonnenberg Garden 

Turtle Leaf Cafe 

Watkins Glen International 

Wegmans 

Witches Stitches   

   

Gifts in Honor 

Merry Christmas to Robert Hoffman 

Ron & Laurel Gabel 

Merry Christmas to Lois Gridley 

Rich Gridley 

In Honor of Bill Bishop 

Patricia Knope 

In Honor of Margaret Todd 

Alexandra Belinky 

In Honor of National Philanthropy Day 

Mr. and Mrs. John Brand 

Angelina Hanrahan 

Kamala Keeley 

Happy Birthday to Matt Updyke 

Jeff & Katie Vieselmeyer 

Happy Birthday to Mathew, Ryan and 

Brooklyn Bauman 

Frances Cole 

 

In Memoriams 

In Memory of Phyliss Albee 

Susan Bowes 

In Memory of Delores Polocivk 

Susan Bowes 

In Memory of Edward Stowell 

Eugene & Carol Ayers  

The Barbaros 

Julia Bogardus   

Mary Ann Caroscio  

Carl & Karen Charnetski 

Lois Clearwater 

Anthony & Susan Cooper  

Marilyn Cristofaro  

Dean Crocker 

Molly Cusick  

Andy Desmann   

Mary Donahue 

Bob Farran 

Jeff, Jen and Ryan Geller  

Tom & Leia Goldbourn 

The Grants 

Peter & Janet Haskell 

Paul, Rosa and Kami Jones 

Sam & Peg Kutchukian   

Joe & Joan Lanzilli   

The Learneds 

Frank Liberti 

Caryl and Alice Luisi   

Colleen Maher 

Phil & Patty Malone   

 

Monetary Donations 

Alice Bartholomew 

Heven Bills 

Bob Butcher 

Gloria Cervoni 

Todd Cesca 

Nikki Cheatham 

Janet Chilson 

Valerie Colunio 

Erik Ederma 

Jim & Lydia Eldridge 

Reed Ensign 

Lois Gridley 

Dennis Hill 

Ed & Laura Hunkele 

Nicolle Johnson 

Heidi Pike 

Barbara McDowell 

Art & Bev Morrell 

Pennfole Flores Donor Fund 

Lynn Povinelli 

Cynthia Rai 

Joe & Cathy Schroeder 

Frances Smith 

Nancy Swartwood 

 

Meg Lowman Camp Donations 

Gary & Ann Brouse 

Natalie Denton 

Jon & Donna Homuth 

 

Seth Loucks’ Caring Citizen Project 

Kleenex, K-Cups, paper napkins, printer paper, 

pens, sponges, gallon-sized bags, and water 

dishes for the animals—over $100 of 

fundraising!  

Additional support for Seth’s project from:  

John & Cathie Gunselman 

Alan & Lynette Eusden  

 

In Kind Donations 

Bill Bishop 

Framed bluebird prints  

Lydia Eldridge  

Newspapers and kitty litter 


