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We would like to honor longtime 

staff member Rich Gridley—please 

join us in congratulating him on his 

retirement! Rich joined us in 2002 

and has been a steadfast and loyal 

employee, coworker, and friend for 

all these years.  

 

Elaine and Rich have worked 

together for over a decade. “My 

favorite overall thing about Rich is 

his ability to surprise and make me 

laugh. He appears to be so reserved. 

But he has led an interesting life and 

he has a great sense of humor. I 

always said, and still believe, that he 

is the hardest worker I have ever 

known. He also has the biggest heart, 

he’d do anything for any one of us,” 

she says. For his part, Rich writes, 

“The staff has been like family.” He 

is looking forward to more time spent 

at the lake, boating, and he may 

even get back to skiing.  

 

In one of the many ways we’re 

honoring Rich, we’ve named our 

new falcon after him. Welcome 

Gridley, a tiny (150g) male Merlin! 

We wish Rich a happy and relaxing 

retirement, and we’re going to put 

Gridley to work as our spring 

education season starts!   

Summer Camp:  

June 27th through September 2nd 

 

Kids entering K-5 will have endless 

fun in the sun all summer long—

from Zookeeper camp doing animal 

care, to Wilderness Survival camp 

building shelters in the woods, to an 

entire week of Raptor camp with 

our six avian ambassadors! We are 

offering three NEW  mini-camps 

for preschoolers—emphasizing 

imaginative outdoor play and pint-

sized exploration with friends! 

Return of the “Amazing Race” 

challenge and adventure camp for 

6th-8th graders in July.  

We are also offering NEW 

extended hours for childcare from 

8am-5pm. Learn more by reading 

our camp catalog online. 

Registration is open—registration 

for all camp sessions is online only. 

 

Counselor-in-Training (CIT) 

applications are open and are being  

accepted through May 15th. 

 

Tanglewood Nature Center & Museum 

443 Coleman Ave. Elmira NY 14903 

Ph: 607-732-6060  Fax: 607-732-6210 

Email: tanglewoodnc@stny.rr.com 

www.tanglewoodnaturecenter.com 

 

Nature Center Hours of Operation: 

Tuesday-Friday 9am-4pm 

Saturday 10am-4pm 

Trails open dawn-dusk 365 days/year 

 

Nature Center Holiday Closures:  

New Year’s Eve. New Year’s Day, Memorial 

Day, Independence Day, Labor Day, 

Columbus Day, Thanksgiving Day, 

Christmas Eve and Christmas Day. 

 

Contact Us: Camp: yours to  
explore this 
summer 

443  Coleman Avenue  El mi ra ,  NY 14903  
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Have you ever wondered what 

constellations you are looking at when you 

look up at the stars? Each direction has 

different dominant constellations. Look 

around your house for a compass, or grab 

your cell phone and go outside. Look south 

and find Leo, the Lion. Regulus is the 

brightest star in Leo, located at the base of 

his tail. Next, to the east, is a rising 

Hercules flexing his muscle. That 

constellation is filled with its brightest stars 

clustered in a line stretching north-south. As 

Hercules rises to the east, Orion sets to the 

west—Orion is the dominant winter 

constellation, remaining prominent in early 

to mid-spring. Orion is one of the largest 

constellations in the sky, the Hunter with his 

large bow. Finally, to the north are some of 

the familiar old standbys that you probably 

learned first, the Big and Little Dippers. 

Look due north and try to find the four 

corners of the Big Dipper’s bucket. If you 

are having trouble, look for the Little 

Dipper. This time of year it looks as if the 

Little Dipper is pouring liquid into the Big 

Dipper’s bucket—so the Big Dipper is right 

side up, and the little Dipper is upside 

down.  

Educating over 20,000 kids a year doesn’t come easy to a small staff, and we welcome you to join our 

passionate, energetic educators. Experience with children, animals, and biology/ecology preferred. Training 

on content and technique provided, including shadowing programs taught by staff. Come get your hands 

dirty, your feet wet, and your smile on!  

 

 

If you have mapping and design skills, and a working pair of legs, we need you! Our trail map for Personius 

Woods is out–of-date and definitely out of style. Send help! 

 

 

 

Feeling creative? Got a cool camera and nothing to shoot? We want to shoot, edit, and publish more videos 

of Tanglewood in action— action on the trails, animals on the move, what lives in the ponds, and of course 

education programs. Youtube and Vine are calling our name… if they’re calling yours, contact Bridget! 

Naturalist’s 
Note 

Volunteer Casting Call  

 

 

It appears the weather is finally catching up to the idea that spring is here, and with it, we have a 

great ritual of spring… the Prom! This year our annual fundraiser will be Prom at Tanglewood 

High. We’re aiming for a fun-filled evening of dancing, entertainment, and all the great memories 

of prom minus the stress of deciding who to ask. Personally, I’m on a hunt for a classic 1970s 

tuxedo, the sight of which should be worth the cost of admission by itself. Those of you who have 

attended our previous fundraisers know that the Board and staff go all out to make these events fun. 

What may not be as obvious is the importance of an annual fundraiser. Since we have only one 

major event a year, we’re putting a lot of our eggs in one basket to generate a large portion of our 

budget (and speaking of baskets, did I mention there will be awesome baskets to bid on at the silent 

auction?). We hope you’ll join us, bring your friends, and have a great time while supporting a great 

organization.  

  

Tanglewood has been in full-

on spring mode for weeks, 

weather aside. We’ve added 

new staff, new animals, and 

new artwork, all of which we 

hope will draw you up for a 

visit. As always,  if you have 

any suggestions for how we 

can improve, please don’t 

hesitate to call.  

 

And that includes song 

requests for the prom! 

E DU CA T IO N  

T RA ILS  &  T E C H  

V IDE O   

President’s Address 
KINTU EARLY, PHD. 

BRIDGET SHARRY 

Upcoming Events at Tanglewood!  
   Clear your calendars and get ready for these festivit ies  

 

WILDERNESS SURVIVAL WORKSHOP 

Sat. 5/21 from 10:00am-1:00pm. $5 per person. 

Filter water, build a fire, practice finding your way out of the 

woods and learn to build a shelter among other survival skills. 

You’ll cook your own lunch during this workshop. RSVP 

through our website or call to reserve your spot.  

 

NATURE WRITING WORKSHOPS 

Sat. 5/21, 5/28, 6/18 from 2:00pm-4:00pm. $5 per 

person per workshop. 

Poet Michael Czarnecki will lead two poetry nature writing 

workshops in May, then present a poetry reading on 6/18. We’ll 

start each workshop by reviewing a few poems then take time to 

write our own. Workshop participants will be encouraged to 

share the poems they wrote in May in the open reading on 6/18. 

Michael will do a reading on the concluding date as well.  

 

HUNT FOR THE GOLD SHOE CULMINATION 

Sun. 6/4 starts at 10:00am 

This May, start looking for the infamous golden shoes hidden on 

our trails and in local parks, then bring the ticket tucked inside 

to Tanglewood for a chance to win fabulous prizes. 

 

TANGLEFOOT TRAIL RUN 

Sun. 6/19 starts at 10:00am 

Your favorite Finger Lakes 10K/20K returns! Both races are 

part of the Finger Lakes Trail Runners Circuit and the Trail 

Runner Magazine Trophy Series. Registration open now! 

 

 

WILD EDIBLES WALK & INFUSIONS 

Sat. 7/30 starts at 7:00pm. $5 per person. 

Learn to identify edible herbs, fruits, and more. Forage for 

plants to steep your own herbal infusions at home. Herbal olive 

oils will be available for sampling when we get back from the 

walk, and recipes to try at home. RSVP on our website or call 

to reserve your spot.  

 

WOODLAND WAGS -  NEW 3K AND 5K RUN 

Sat. 8/27 starts at 9:00am 

Walk or run, by yourself or with your dog, on our year-old 

Woodland Wags trail at Personius Woods! New 3K course this 

year for those with shorter legs (we see you, little dachshunds) 

or looking for a gentler pace. This is a partnership with 

Chemung County SPCA. Online registration opens in June.  

IAN MCLAUGHLIN 

“PROM AT TANGLEWOOD HIGH” FUNDRAISER 
Sat.  5/7 from 7:00-10:00pm 
Get the prom you deserved the first time around, no matter the decade. 
Good food, wine and beer, and spiked punch will spur you on to win 
prizes: a dance-off by the decade (60s, 70s, 80s, 90s), best costumes 
by the decade, and of course, the King and Queen. Photobooth to show 
off your style.  
 
Tickets are $100 for two guests, include all food, drink, and 
entertainment. Ticket purchase gives you a chance to win four tickets 
to the Dick’s Open and the Florida-Georgia Line concert, worth $260!  



I have been collecting a list of 

sighting of bird species seen on the 

property since April 2015, when I 

started working here. After 

collecting reported sightings from 

visitors and deleting duplicate 

species, we had a tally of 90 

DIFFERENT SPECIES this year!  

 

Some of the highlights for this 

season include the Northern Harrier, 

Great Crested Flycatcher, and the 

Golden-winged Warbler, a species 

that is extremely rare in our region 

due to habitat loss. The warbler was 

spotted and photographed by one of 

our volunteers at Personius Woods. 

Another great sighting was a 

Bobolink on our President’s Trail 

this spring. This black-and-white 

bird is one of the most impressive 

migrants, mustering up the strength 

to migrate 12,500 miles each year. 

These charming songbirds have a 

marvelous bubbly song!  

 

Dry and canned cat food / dry dog food / Yesterday’s News litter / chinchilla food, raisins, craisins, and almonds / fresh fruit and veggies, 

especially non-iceberg lettuce, carrots, tomatoes, broccoli, berries, and melons / crickets, mealworms, and worms / latex gloves, 

sponges, paper towels / reptile substrate / heat lamps and bulbs / laundry detergent / gift cards to Petco, PetSmart, Minier’s, grocery 

stores / generator for when we lose power and the animals want to be snuggly warm! 

 

 

Glue sticks, crayons and markers, water color and tempera paints / white and colored office paper and card stock / bottled water / paper 

towels / Kleenex / toilet paper / decaf and regular coffee / K cups / reusable K-cup filter / coffee cups / gift cards to Staple’s and Sam’s / 

commercial gas weed-eater (new or gently used) / outdoor spray paint for marking trails (yellow, green, orange, pink, red, blue, purple, 

white) 

 

 

 

Gift certificates to anywhere / napkins / plates / plastic silverwear / plastic wine glasses 

Curator’s 
Corner 

Wish List  

LAINE SULLIVAN, CURATOR 

If you are interested in the full list, 

please email me and I’d be glad to 

share. You can also visit E-Bird and 

search the map section until you can 

zoom in to see Tanglewood.  

 

If you’d like to learn more about our 

birds and help find them, please join 

me on one of the bird hikes I am 

leading this spring! The hikes are on 

the following Saturdays, from 7-8am: 

May 28th, June 4th, and June 25th. 

And no, that’s not very early for a 

birder!  

Build camaraderie, confidence, and 

creativity within your group in our 

beautiful natural setting. Try out our 

GTAC—the Great Tanglewood 

Adventure Challenge! 

 

We have developed a themed quest 
around our nature center and trails. In 
groups of 2-6, each mini team will be 
provided with a hands-on scavenger 
hunt challenge. The GTAC will 
include short hikes as well as 
cooperative challenges, artistic 
creations, and close encounters with 
our animal ambassadors. 

At the end of the GTAC, each mini-
team will have time to reflect on what 
was the biggest challenge for them, as 
well has what was the most fun!  The 
GTAC does not emphasize “winning,” 
but instead, it provides a series of 
varied challenges that will encourage 
your team to step outside of their day-
to-day roles and see each other’s skills 
and interests in a new light.  

Price begins at $500 for up to 50 
participants, three-hour program. Call 
us for more information and to 
schedule a program for your group.  

A N IMA LS  

B U ILD IN GS  &  E XH IB IT S  

FU ND RA IS E RS  

Team 
Building 

2016 BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Kintu Early, President 

Linda Hillman, Vice President 

Lauren Little, Treasurer 

Frank Gudas, Secretary 

 

Michael Bono 

Don Brooks 

Bob Butcher 

Dean Butts 

Janet Chilson 

Jim Emmick 

Jake Hover 

Merrill Lynn 

Louise McIntosh 

Beverly Morrell 

Anthony Pagano 

Linda Roessler 

Duane Saxton 

Brandon Saylor 

Bonnifer Schweizer 

Paul Schweizer 

Linn Smith 

Corey Stilts 

Roger TenEyck 

Ray Thweatt 

 

STAFF 

Elaine Spacher, Executive Director 

Ian McLaughlin, Naturalist/Educator 

Deanna O’Brian, Office Manager 

Bridget Sharry, Community Relations Manager 

Laine Sullivan, Curator, Educator, & Camp 

Director 

Board & Staff 

Canopy Meg  
Returns!  
Elaine Spacher,  

Executive Director 

Dr. Meg Lowman grew up in Elmira. Now  

she’s an internationally famous biologist, and 

she’s here to inspire Elmira’s next generation. 

Elmira’s own rainforest ecologist Dr. Meg Lowman is 

back in town to give a talk to the public, and to 

personally meet the Meg Lowman Treetop Campers. 

Nicknamed the “real-life Lorax” by National 

Geographic and “Einstein of the treetops” by The 

Wall Street Journal, Meg Lowman pioneered the 

science of canopy ecology. For over 30 years, she 

has designed hot-air balloons and walkways for 

treetop explorations to solve mysteries in the 

world’s forests, especially insect pests and 

ecosystem health. Dr. Lowman currently serves as 

the Director of Global Initiatives and Lindsay 

Chair of Botany at the California Academy of 

Sciences. 

 

Dr. Lowman returns this summer to Tanglewoood 

to present a lecture to the public on Friday July 

22nd at 12pm. Space is limited, so call to 

purchase your tickets soon! Tickets are $5 for 

adults and $2 for kids 12 and under.  

Meg will also meet the next group of girls who 

will be attending our Meg Lowman Treetops 

Camp. This camp is for girls from at-risk 

communities and gives them a chance to learn 

about science in a hands-on and active way, a 

chance to make connections with each other and 

with women who are leaders in science fields, 

including Dr. Lowman, members of the Society 

of Women Engineers from Corning Incorporated, 

a veterinary oncologist from Cornell University, 

and professors in biology and botany from Elmira 

College.  

 

The Meg Lowman Treetop Camp girls are 

sponsored by generous supporters of STEM 

education, just like you! Your donation of $200 

will sponsor one girl for a week of camp: 

 

 

Meg Lowman Treetops Camp Sponsorship 

Name: _______________________________ 

Address: _____________________________ 

_____________________________________ 

Phone: _______________________________ 

Email: _______________________________ 

Credit Card #: _________________________ 

Exp. Date:  _______ CVV/CSC code: ______ 

□ $200 for one girl  

□ Other amount: ________ 

 

Please mail donations to Tanglewood Nature 

Center, 443 Coleman Ave. Elmira NY 14903 



As of April 13th, 2016 

New Members 

Teacher Individual—$25 

Linda Harvey 

 

Individual—$30 

Nannette Burris 

Mary Chervenak 

Kelsey Duet 

Gregg Lambrix 

Alyssa Melens 

Phyllis Slocum 

Ellen Tracy 

 

Teacher Family—$35 

Mike & Elizabeth Hasson 

Kathleen Randall 

Peter & Alexandra Van Derlyke 

 

Senior Family—$40 

David & Barb Caton 

Cynthia Kilbury & Robert Pryde 

 

Family—$45 

Amy Ahrens 

Brittany Sproule & Caleb Benson 

Kim Bourgeois 

John & Anne Brois 

Jackie & Mykel Corwin 

Lisa & Donald Crouch 

David Deming 

John & Julia Doran 

Erica & Kevin Draxler 

Sandi Fortune 

Lisa & Anthony Gill 

Krystin & Kyle Gross 

Christina Gurney 

Cristina & James Hartman 

Megan Heath 

Teres Arencibia & Kenneth Horton 

Jennifer Jacobs 

Sarah Tronkowski & Ron Johnson 

Maya Patel & Daniel Kjar 

Members & 
Donations 

Kadie Maloney 

Harolyn & Matthew Matteson 

Joe & Allison Matusick 

Maureen Mines 

Tahera & Rizwan Parvez 

Jamie Patterson 

Nicole Perry 

John & Shannon Pfuntner 

Mark & Denise Pronti 

Amy Ruza 

Eiron Smith 

Connie & Louise Sullivan-Blum 

Joseph Merola & Mary Tarantelli 

Heather Urbanek 

Doni Vine 

William & Elizabeth Wehling 

William O'Dell Wheeling 

Sheri Ye  

 

Hummingbird—$60  

John & Patricia Wahl 

 

Goldfinch—$100-249 

Alan & Joan Parsons 

 

Bluebird—$250-499 

Kelly Hume 

Arie & Clare Van den Blink 

 

Corporate Bear—$500-999 

Seneca Beverage Corporation 

 

Continuing 1973 Patron Circle Members 

Steve Albertalli 

Bill & Ann Bishop 

Don & Norma Brooks 

Dean & Janice Butts 

Joseph & Giuliana Calderone 

Duke & Wendy Carroll 

Brian & Janet Chilson 

Marie McKee & Robert Cole Jr.  

Mary Muse & Kevin Coughlin 

Charles & Trudy Craig 

Kintu & Yulonda Early 

Jim & Sharon Emmick 

Charles & Muriel Friend 

Frank & Linda Gudas 

Linda Hillman 

Jon & Donna Homuth 

Don & Deb Lauper 

Merrill & Lydia Lynn 

Rob McKinnon 

John & Janet McLaughlin 

Art & Bev Morrell 

Martin Palumbos 

Paul & Lauren Schweizer 

Stuart & Lucy Schweizer 

Art & Bebe Smith 

Ray & Joan Thweatt 

 

Memoriams 

 

In Memory of David Smith 

Art & Bev Morrell 

 

In Memory of William Morse 

Common Time 

 

In Memory of Dr. John Forrest 

Susan Tryon Rogers 

 

In Memory of my Sister Kelley Stage 

Kim Bourgeois  

 

In Memory of Bretty Bailey  

Kim Bourgeois  

 

Legacy Gift in Honor of Frank Gudas 

Community Foundation of Elmira-Corning and 

the Finger Lakes, Inc. 

 

Monetary Donations 

Ruth Bruning 

William & Pamela Caroscio 

Duke & Wendy Carroll 

Laura Ingle 

Fred Kain 

Jan Kather 

John McLaughlin 

Doug & Gail Melens 

Art & Bev Morrell 

John & Sharon Neidrich 

Jane Palmer 

Nancy Swartwood 

David Wagner 

Big Flats Lions Club 

Kennedy Valve 

 

Donation for the Owls 

The Alternative School for Math and Science 

 

Grants 

Chemung County Chamber of Commerce 

Animal Sponsors 

Madeline 

Cristina Cross 

Julia Gillis 

Brylee Hoppe 

Dominic Hoppe 

Anna Powell 

Derrick Spike  

William O’Dell Wheeler 

 

“Prom at Tanglewood High” Sponsors 

Corning Credit Union 

First Heritage 

 

“Prom at Tanglewood High” Donations 

Buffalo Bills 

Buffalo Sabres 

CMOG 

First Heritage Federal Credit Union 

Four Feathers Message 

Fulkerson Winery 

Greek Peak Mountain Resort 

Hands on Glass 

Harris Hill Amusements 

Hilltop Inn 

Holiday Inn - Syracuse 

Horigan's Tavern 

Just A Taste 

Motion Industries 

Museum of Science & Technology 

Museum of the Earth 

Rosamond Gifford Zoo 

Ross Park Zoo 

Seabreeze Amusement Park 

Sonnenberg Gardens 

Southern Tier Custom Fabricators 

Turtle Leaf Café  

Walmart—Painted Post  

Wegmans—Elmira   

 

In Kind Donations 

 

Big Flats Lions Club 

Bird blind 

Lynda Brand 

The Most Beautiful Rood in the World  

Giuliana Calderone 

Books for the red bookshelf 

Barb Caton 

Handmade pillow for the gift shop 

Vinnie Collins 

Bird seed 

Dalrymple Gravel 

Pea gravel for the aviaries 

Frank Gudas 

Nature magazines 

Ashley Haines 

Rat hammocks and tunnels 

Home Deport—Painted Post 

New tools 

Nicholos Hulslander  

Animal food and toys 

Sara Hurley 

Books for the library 

Merrill & Lydia Lynn   

Heat lamps and light bulbs, animal food and 

dishes, art supplies, glass jars  

Amelia Osburn 

Animal food  

Debbie Rockwell 

Artificial Christmas tree 

Southern Tier Hardware 

Animal food and supplies 

Maria Terry 

Towels for the animals 

TOPS—Corning 

Animal food 

Valu Home Centers 

New Tools 

RJ VanDerPoel 

Food and toys for Spike 

Walmart– Painted Post 

Gift cards for supplies 

Larry & Lynn Walz 

Battery for our phone system 

Charlotte Winkky 

Trail camera, paper plates and cups 

 

Annual Appeal 

 

Paul Agid 

Ellen Boyd 

Charles Craig 

Lynn Decher 

Natalie Denton 

Larry & Maddy Dolkart 

Jacqueline Egger 

Jim & Sharon Emmick 

Frank & Linda Gudas 

James & Kim Kaffenbarger 

Reinhard & Evelyn Krause 

Robert & Julie Kriston 

Frances & Linda Laux 

ARE YOU FOLLOWING US ONLINE? 

 

For different perspectives and breaking news 

on what’s happening up here on the hill, 

follow Tanglewood on our social media and 

website! 

 

www.tanglewoodnaturecenter.com 

 

Facebook: facebook.com/

tanglewoodnaturecenter 

Twitter: @tanglewoodnc 

Tumblr: tanglewoodnaturecenter.tumblr.com 

 

THE NUTHATCH GIFT SHOP 

Open anytime the Nature Center is open, you 

can pick up a variety of gifts for yourself and 

your family! Field guides, stuffed animals, and 

artwork available. Members get 20% off. 

Michael Lepak 

Margaret C. Locke, Jr. 

Pamela Mathes 

John McGlenn 

Scott & Sharon Moore 

R.W. & Sharry Palmquist 

Ron & Chris Panosian 

Mary Passage 

Karen Peterson 

Mike & Donna Powers 

Peter & Mary Rocchi 

Thomas & Patricia Santulli 

Murl & Claudia Sebring 

Steve Smith 

Gil & Harriet Sweet 

Robert Bellman & Ljerka Ukrainczyk 

Conrad Wolan 

The Park Church  


