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There are so many great ways to stay in 

shape outdoors, but this summer we’re 

focusing on trail running or cross-country 

running. Our wildly popular Tanglefoot 

10k/20k will be Sunday June 21st — the 

12th year since it was established by Race 

Director Jim Chely.  The course is 50% 

logging road, 40% trail (read: roots and 

rocks galore) and 10% field. Both lengths 

are part of the Finger Lakes Trailrunners 

circuit, and the TrailRunner Magazine 

Trophy Series. And you might remember the 

whispers (and woofs) heralding a brand-new 5k 

course at Personius Woods, our dog-friendly trail 

system. This August we’ll co-host a fun-run (or 

jog… or walk…) with Chemung County SPCA. 

Run or walk with your dog or solo, then join us in 

the field for a festival with music, food, 

friends, and beer tastings from local craft 

breweries. There will also be adoptable dogs to 

visit, and training demonstrations to teach your 

own pup.  Fun for the whole family! 

Trail running not only has the health benefit of road 

running, but the added benefits of being less stressful on 

the joints, and the scenery is good for your mental health.  

—Elaine Farwell, Executive Director and avid trail runner  

“ 

” 

Sessions for campers who have completed grades 

K-2 and grades 3-5: 

Week 1: June 29-July 3 Walk on the Wild Side 

Week 2: July 6-10 Nature Ninjas 

Week 3: July 13-17 Animal Encounters 

Week 4: July 20-24 Tree Huggers 

Week 5: July 27-31 Nature By Design 

Week 6: August 3-7 Off the Hook! Fishing  

Week 7: August 10-14 Nature Play 

Week 8: August 17-21  

 K-2 session: Lil’ Buggers 

 3-5 session: Nature Science 

Week 9: August 24-28 Amazing Race 

 Grades 6-8 session only 

Week 10: August 31-September 4  

Knee High Naturalists  

 Combined session for grades K-5 

Tanglewood Nature Center & Museum 

443 Coleman Ave. Elmira NY 14903 

Ph: 607-732-6060  Fax: 607-732-6210 

Email: tanglewoodnc@stny.rr.com 

www.tanglewoodnaturecenter.com 

 

Nature Center Hours of Operation: 

Tuesday-Friday 9am-4pm 

Saturday 10am-4pm 

Trails open dawn-dusk 365 days/year 

 

Nature Center Holiday Closures:  

New Year’s Eve. New Year’s Day, Memorial 

Day, Independence Day, Labor Day, 

Columbus Day, Thanksgiving Day, 

Christmas Eve and Christmas Day. 

 

Contact Us: Summer Camp  
at a Glance 

443  Coleman Avenue  El mi ra ,  NY 14903  
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10% OFF 
 

Take 10% off one week of 

camp (10am-3pm) for one 

child at Tanglewood the 

summer of 2015! One 

coupon per customer. Call 

Deanna to apply coupon at 

time of registration. 

Coupon active between 

May 18th 2015 and August 

31st 2015. Discount will 

not be applied retroactively 

to camp registrations 

before May 18th.    



It appears we’ve finally turned the corner from 

a long winter into a promising spring. Just as 

we’re emerging from our winter retreats, so is 

everything else that we haven’t seen since the 

snow began to fall what seems like so many 

months ago. This is also a great time for 

outdoor photography enthusiasts because our 

intended quarry lacks the advantage of the full 

foliage of summer to thwart our slow shutter 

fingers. As a matter of fact, I’m anxious to 

complete this writing assignment so I can head 

to Tanglewood and walk my first trail of the 

year, camera in hand. However, for all the 

memories I’ve captured on film, it seems my 

favorites are those when I either didn’t have or 

couldn’t get to my camera.  

 

My most memorable such moment was with a 

mink I happened across while paddling the 

river. I was paddling upstream, and as I came 

to an otherwise nondescript section of the 

river, a mink swam by. Seeing a perfect photo 

opportunity, I set down the paddle and reached 

for my camera.  

 

Whether out of camera shyness  or curiosity, 

the mink decided that it was the perfect 

opportunity to climb up on the bow of my 

kayak. Maybe it was ready for its close-up, but 

given the possible outcome of a scared 

 

 

Our gift shop needs some TLC - if you like to meet new people and help answer questions from visitors, 

answer phones, and ring out gift shop purchases, we would love to have your help. Join the Tanglewood 

team and get to know our staff and other volunteers even better from your vantage point in the office.  

 

 

Feeling creative? Got a cool camera and nothing to shoot? We want to shoot, edit, and publish more videos 

of Tanglewood in action— action on the trails, animals on the move, what lives in the ponds, and of course 

education programs. Youtube and Vine are calling our name… if they’re calling yours, contact Bridget! 

President’s  
Address 

Volunteer Casting Call  

 

 

member of the weasel family trying to escape my 

kayak, I most assuredly was not ready for its close

-up.  

 

As a result of our combined stubbornness, I went 

through several cycles of “steady the kayak, set 

down paddle and reach for the camera, drop 

camera and pick up paddle to frantically shoo the 

mink off the front of the kayak” until it’s will 

finally won out and I gave up on the picture. I was 

rewarded for abandoning the life of a paparazzo 

by getting to watch a mink go about its minky 

business as if I were just another log in the river. 

When it finally caught a fish (quite frankly, one 

that I would have been proud to catch myself) and 

retreated to a nearby log to consume its catch, I 

broke our tacit agreement and took a picture. For 

the thousand words a picture is allegedly worth, 

its value pales in comparison to the experience 

that went unphotographed, and likely would have 

gone unseen had I continued to try to document it. 

From that point, my consumption of digital 

memory has slowed, but my mental imagery has 

grown. Fortunately for all of you, Bridget has 

imposed a word limit of the equivalent of half a 

picture.  

 

Hopefully, you take the opportunity to experience 

all that’s changed as spring continues to spring. 

As you do, please include Tanglewood in your 

route. The staff and Board have been very busy 

with changes through the winter, coming up with 

new ways for you to use and enjoy Tanglewood 

— from the newly opened Lodge, to new camps 

for the summer, and even new animals to meet 

(although no kayaker-friendly mink). There’s 

always something to see. Don’t forget your 

camera; just make sure you remember the 

experience.  

G IFT  S H OP   

V IDE O   

Merrill Lynn has been a 
longtime member of our Board 
of Directors. You’ve probably 
seen Merrill and his wife, Lydia, 
volunteering at events like 
Haunted Happenings. But you 
may not know that this Ph.D. in 
Chemistry has an affinity for 
the humanities: he’s a poet! 
(Runs in the family; their 
daughter Katie writes too.) 
Merrill has a soft spot for the 
Canada Goose (Branta 
canadensis) and we swear he 
has goose ESP because he 
knows when the mated pairs 
that nest on our front pond 
islands return each year. Or 
maybe that comes of writing 
goose haiku since 2008. His 
poems illustrate how cyclical 
nature is — I think you’ll 
recognize some dates, weather 
references, and personality 
quirks of geese that still hold 
true this year.  
 
March 20, 2011 
 
The first day of spring 
Geese came on our calendar 
Two pairs on north bank 
 
Sitting and watching 
Three days later, heavy snow 
The geese disappear 
 
April 2, 2008 
 
Twenty seven geese 
An early goose convention 
What’s the discussion? 
 
June 12,  2009 
 
Nap time at the pond 
Mother and young ones resting 
Bored father on watch 
 
One duck in the group 
Sitting outside the circle 
A safe place to nap 

Poet’s Perch 

Upcoming Events at Tanglewood! Cl ear  you r  

calendars and get ready for these festivit ies  

This free family program for families with young 

children is hosted by the Horseheads Family Re-

source center, and is funded through the generosi-

ty of the Chemung Valley Audubon Society. Each 

nature walk is guided by an outdoor educator, to 

help encourage your child’s understanding of our 

natural world.  These walks are from 10am-11am. 

 

5/20 Sperr Park 

6/5 Sperr Park 

6/19 Sperr Park 

7/10 Eldridge Park 

7/24 Sperr Park 

8/7 Sperr Park 

8/21 Tanglewood Nature Center  

9/4 Sperr Park 

9/18 Eldridge Park 

10/2 Sperr Park 

10/16 Sperr Park  

11/13 Sperr Park  

12/4 Tanglewood Nature Center 

 

Tanglewood is a proud program partner in the 

Garden of Fire! The Garden of Fire program was 

conceived collaboratively by local agencies to 

serve youth in Steuben County. The program 

focuses on building capacity, depth, and the 

integration of art and science. The goal of the 

program is to educate children about nutrition, 

health, art, music and natural science through 

interactive experiences.  The “Garden of Fire” 

title represents the gardening and fire ceramics 

activities that are offered as part of the program. 

Our naturalist, Ian, has been involved in the 

program since its inception and taught students 

served by the Corning Salvation Army, Addison 

Youth Center, Hornell Area Concern for Youth, 

and the Corning Area Youth Center.  

 

 

 

Garden of Fire Nature Strollers 

HUNT FOR THE GOLD SHOE CULMINATION 

Sat. 5/30 from 10am-12pm 

Search for gold shoes on trails the entire month of May, then take your 

magic shoe to this event for a chance to win magnificent prizes!  

 

BATS! WITH MAY FAULK 

Sat. 5/30 from 12pm-1pm 

 

HEMLOCK WOOLLY ADELGID HIKE WITH ELAINE 

Wed. 6/10 starts at 6:30pm 

Executive Director Elaine Farwell will talk about the invasive species 

we’ve found on our hemlock, and what the future holds for our forests. 

 

TANGLEFOOT TRAIL RUN 

Sun. 6/21 starts at 10am. 10K or 20K cross-country race.  

 

WOODLAND WAGS 5ish K  

Sat. 8/22  starts at 4pm. Fun run/walk with your canine companion; 

festival with live music and beer tastings to follow the run.  

KINTU EARLY, PH.D. 

Make way for goslings! The Canada 

goose pair usually builds a nest on our 

front pond island, and they'll lead their 

babies right up to our front door—guess 

they know we’re softies! 



Hello Tanglewood members and 

friends! My name is Laine Sullivan. 

I was recently hired as the new 

Curator and Camp Director for the 

nature center.  

 

I am originally from Horseheads 

and studied Wildlife Biology at 

Paul Smiths College in the 

Adirondack State Park. I received 

my Bachelor’s and have had the 

privilege to conduct fieldwork 

studying northeastern birds and 

their role in the Adirondack State 

Park. I worked for the Wildlife 

Conservation Society for two 

summers as a field technician and 

spent most of my time nest 

Dry and canned cat food / dry dog food / Yesterday’s News litter / chinchilla food, raisins, craisins, and almonds / peanuts, treats, and 

toys for parrots / fresh fruit and veggies, especially non-iceberg lettuce, carrots, tomatoes, broccoli, berries, and melons / crickets, 

mealworms, and worms / latex gloves, sponges, paper towels / reptile substrate / heat lamps and bulbs / laundry detergent / gift cards to 

Petco, PetSmart, grocery stores / generator for when we lose power and the animals want to be snuggly warm! 

 

 

White and colored office paper and card stock / bottled water / paper towels / Kleenex / toilet paper / decaf and regular coffee / K cups / 

reusable K-cup filter / coffee cups / gift cards to Staple’s and Sam’s / commercial gas weed-eater (new or gently used) / outdoor spray 

paint for marking trails (yellow, green, orange, pink, red, blue, purple, white) 

 

 

 

Gift certificates to anywhere / napkins / plates / plastic silverwear / plastic wine glasses 

Wish List  

searching, conducting point counts, 

and deploying field equipment to 

determine the changes in populations 

of songbirds near new subdivision 

developments.  

 

My family and friends call me Bird 

Brain because I am constantly 

identifying them and talking about 

them! A fun fact about me: I always 

have a pair of binoculars with me.  

 

I am looking forward to sharing my 

passion for conservation and 

educating about our native wildlife. 

Please feel free to come say hello! 

  -Laine Sullivan 

 

Tanglewood Family, 

 

As you may have heard by now, I have 

made the decision to leave Tanglewood. I 

was presented with an unexpected 

opportunity to take a position as 

Department Manager of Outside Lawn 

and Garden at Lowe’s in Vestal NY. I am 

leaving Tanglewood with a heavy heart. I 

love this place, the people, and all it has to 

offer the community. It has been an 

unbelievable 8 months. I have learned a 

lot, spent time with amazing people, and 

was able to be a part of a very successful 

non-profit organization. The Tanglewood 

staff is beyond amazing to work beside. 

They work hard at what they do and they 

do it well. They are the backbone that 

makes this place so wonderful. I am very 

grateful to have had the chance to cross 

paths and  learn from Elaine, Ian, Bridget, 

Rich and Deanna. I will miss them dearly. 

I obviously will be back to visit everyone 

and all of the animals. I wish Tanglewood 

and its family the best of luck!  

  —Kim Wood 
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Corner 

2015 BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Kintu Early, President 

Linda Hillman, Vice President 

Lauren Little, Treasurer 

Kevin Orvek, Secretary 

Michael Bono 

Don Brooks 

Bob Butcher 

Dean Butts 

Janet Chilson 

Jim Emmick 

Frank Gudas 

Jake Hover 

Deb Lauper 

Merrill Lynn 

Beverly Morrell 

Lewis. W. Morse, Jr. 

Anthony Pagano 

Linda Roessler 

Duane Saxton 

Bonnifer Schweizer 

Paul Schweizer 

Corey Stilts 

Roger TenEyck 

Ray Thweatt 

 

STAFF 

Elaine Farwell, Executive Director 

Rich Gridley, Buildings and Grounds 

Ian McLaughlin, Naturalist/Educator 

Deanna O’Brian, Office Manager 

Bridget Sharry, Community Relations Manager 

Laine Sullivan, Curator, Educator, & Camp 

Director 

Board & Staff 

Summer Camp! 
 

Inspired by meeting Richard Louv and Jon 

Jarvis, we’ve redesigned camp for the better.  

It’s that season again! Get ready for 

the wild, the wiggly, the wacky and the 

wonderful with our new camp season. It’s 

a brand new kind of Tanglewood... 

Did you hear the one about New York naturalists 

road tripping to Texas…? It’s no joke! This April, 

we sent our educators Ian and Kim to the Child 

and Nature Network Conference in Austin, TX. 

Besides getting to sit astride a longhorn and take 

in the beautiful scenery, they were able to learn 

from colleagues and leaders in the environmental 

education field. Kim and Ian were able to attend a 

variety of presentations and seminars including 

promoting access to nature in cities, the value of 

nature play in child development and learning, 

and using apps and virtual technology in 

environmental education. Ian and Kim had the 

chance to meet Jon Jarvis, Director of the 

National Parks Service, and hear keynote 

addresses from leaders in nature-based education 

like Richard Louv, the author of Last Child in the 

Woods, and Melina Gerosa Bellows, the Chief 

Educational Officer of the National Geographic 

Society.  

 

Fortunately, Kim had time to pass on some of her 

insights and new ideas to Laine, our new Curator 

and Camp Director. With new motivation and 

inspiration from the conference, the team had a 

lot of new ideas to channel into our summer 

camp. Some of the camp programming is being 

written by our head counselors, who wanted the 

chance to flex their education skills. Drawing 

from classics like Project Wet, Project Wild, and 

the Cornell Lab of Ornithology’s Bird Sleuth 

materials, the new camps are chockablock with 

fabulous nature-based play, crafts, and applied 

hands-on learning in all the habitats we have to 

offer at Gleason Meadows. Don’t worry, some 

classics like Fishing Camp remain, while there are 

totally new weeks like Nature Ninjas and Nature 

By Design, to offer fresh challenges and exciting 

opportunities to returning campers and to families 

new to Tanglewood.  Our full camp catalogue is 

online, where you can learn more details about 

each week.  

 

Summer camp sessions will be held in our brand 

new Lodge, which was built mainly with summer 

camp in mind for expanded classroom space, only 

a few steps from our meadows and pond.  
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New Members 

Individual 

Jody Gensel-Onifer 

Eric Gergel 

 

Family 

Crystal Aber 

Tammy Miele & Timothy Alington 

Jared & Martina Baker 

Katie Berkovich 

Barney & Julie Bohland 

Michael & Sharon Bois 

Katie Boland 

Megan DeLamielleure 

Kim Doty 

Josh & Melanie Fuksman 

Shawn & Tasha Kemp 

Ashley Keuhner 

Stacy Kluge 

Nicole Lambert 

Sinue Gomez & Daniel Mower 

Michael & Renee Post 

Raja Sankar 

Jessica Seaward 

Jessica Spike 

Rachel Stevens 

Brian & Rhonda Tebin 

Scott & Elizabeth Tolbert 

Kevin & Alicia Tyler 

Suzanne Valicenti 

Cathy Van Zile 

Justin & Christina Whitaker 

Tricia Wise 

Rui & Danhong Zhang 

 

Senior Family 

Howard & Jane Adamy 

 

Bluebird 

Woody Brooks  

 

Members & 
Donations 

Continuing Patron Circle and Corporate 

Sponsors 

 

1973 Patron Circle 

Steve Albertalli 

Bill & Ann Bishop 

Don & Norma Brooks 

Dean & Janice Butts 

Duke & Wendy Carroll 

Brian & Janet Chilson 

Marie McKee & Robert Cole Jr.  

Mary Muse & Kevin Coughlin 

Charles & Trudy Craig 

Kintu & Yulonda Early 

Jim & Sharon Emmick 

Charles & Muriel Friend 

Frank & Linda Gudas 

Linda Hillman 

Don & Deb Lauper 

Rob McKinnon 

John & Janet McLaughlin 

Art & Bev Morrell 

Bill & Connie Morse 

Martin Palumbos 

Paul & Lauren Schwiezer 

Art & Bebe Smith 

Ray & Thweatt 

 

Corporate Beaver 

Bobby K Entertainment 

Martinec Building & Remodeling, LLC 

White Eagle Club 

 

Corporate Bobcat 

Corning Bike Works 

Elmira Savings Bank 

First Transit, Inc.  

Gerould’s Professional Pharmacy 

Hale Contracting, Inc.  

James D. Barrett Funeral Home 

Ray Jewelers 

 

Corporate Hawk 

Lighthouse Liquors & Wines of Southport, LLC 

Southern Tier Hardware 

Wild Birds Unlimited 

 

Corporate Bear 

Chemung Supply Corporation 

Perry & Carroll, Inc.  

Varga Home Veterinary Care 

 

Corporate Osprey 

Chemung Canal Trust Company 

Fennell Industries, LLC 

John Cook Painting 

 

Corporate Eagle 

PS Graphic Design 

 

 

In Honor of Charles Mitchell 

Chemung Valley Audubon 

 

Legacy Gift in Honor of G. Thomas Tranter, 

Sr. 

Community Foundation of Elmira-Corning and 

the Finger Lakes, Inc. 

 

Merry Christmas to Irene Langdon 

Roberta Hoffman 

 

Merry Christmas to Roberta Hoffman  

Ron & Laurel Gabel 

 

Monetary Donations 

Paul Agid 

Florence Bruning 

Robert & Rose Byland 

Duke & Wendy Carroll 

Corning Incorporated—Display Development 

Group 

Hilliard Foundation—In-Plant Fund 

Laura Ingle 

Richard & Connie LaVere 

John & Sharon Neidrich 

Jane Palmer 

Park Church 

Jason & Jennifer Powell 

United Way of the Southern Tier 

 

Lodge Sponsors 

Don & Norma Brooks 

Daniel & Jane Burke 

Dean and Janice Butts 

Brian & Jane Chilson 

Frank & Linda Gudas 

George Howell 

Jessica Hulsebosch 

Ralph & Carolyn Moore 

John Potter 

Timothy & Gretchen Sharlow 

Charles & Margaret Streeter 

Art & Bev Morrell 

Morrell Foundation 

Ray & Joan Thweatt 

Kirk & Barb Vieselmeyer  

 

Animal Sponsor 

Ellie Ballard 

Isaac Ballard 

Lex 

Madeline 

 

In Kind Donations 

 

Elenor & Isaac Ballard 

Birdseed and PetSmart gift certificate 

Ella Brady 

Hornet’s Nest 

Mary Cummings 

Books 

Dalrymple 

Crusher run for driveway 

Kintu & Yulonda Early 

Dishes 

Merrill & Lydia Lynn 

Cat food, copy paper, sheet protectors, Tangle-

wood pens 

Stan Panosian 

Copy paper 

Dr. Varga 

Educational books, bear and mink pelts, beaver 

and coonskin hat, animal skulls, turtle shells, and 

feathers 

Larry & Lynn Walz 

Professional server backup 

 

Mountain Music Festival (2014) Sponsor 

Hilliard Corporation 

 

Roaring 20s Casino and Speakeasy Sponsors 

Chemung Supply Corporation 

Cook Painting 

Corning Federal Credit Union 

Empower 

First Heritage Federal Credit Union 

GCP Discount Liquors, Inc. 

GLN Tax and Payroll 

 

Speakeasy Donations 

Brian & Janet Chilson 

Charlie Mitchell 

CMOG 

Cracker Barrel 

First Transit 

Four Feathers Therapeutic Massage 

GCP Discounts Liquors, Inc. 

Good Earth Health Foods 

Hands on Glass 

Holiday Inn Elmira 

Holiday Inn Syracuse 

Image Packaging 

James & Sharon Emmick 

James D. Barrett Funeral Home 

Kevin Orvek 

Light’s Bakery 

Mr. Panosian’s 

Painted Bar Stables 

Philip Early 

Rosamond Gifford Zoo 

Seabreeze 

Sonnenberg Gardens & Mansion 

Susan Perek 

Wild Birds Unlimited 

Wonder Works 

 

Grants 

Chemung County 

 

Annual Appeal 

 

Nicholas Borrelli & Kaye Newbury 

Theodore & Darcie Braiman 

Matthew & Anne Brand 

Dean & Janice Butts 

Robert Byland 

Carl & Karen Charnetski 

Joseph Chernek 

Brian & Janet Chilson 

Edward & Gail Cordes 

William & Theresa Danaher 

Natalie Denton 

Jacqueline Egger 

James & Sharon Emmick 

Paul & Marcia Hertzog 

Linda Hillman 

Laura Ingle  

Reinhard & Evelyn Krause 

Rich & Connie LaVere 

Michael & Marilyn Lepack 

Charles & Teresa Lockner 

ARE YOU FOLLOWING US 

ONLINE? 

 

For different perspectives and 

breaking news on what’s happening 

up here on the hill, follow 

Tanglewood on our social media 

and website! 

 

www.tanglewoodnaturecenter.com 

(our website hosts our blog, too!) 

 

We are on facebook and twitter, 

where you’re more likely to get your 

cute animal photo fix, weather 

closure updates, and up-to-the-

minute info on our shenanigans: 

 

www.facebook.com/

tanglewoodnaturecenter 

 

@tanglewoodnc 

 

 

THE NUTHATCH GIFT SHOP 

Open anytime the Nature Center is 

open, you can pick up a variety of 

gifts for yourself and your family! 

Field guides, stuffed animals, and 

artwork available. Members get 

20% off.  

Malcolm & Virginia Marsden 

Pamela Mathes 

Scott & Sharon Moore 

Ralph & Carolyn Moore 

Bill & Connie Morse 

Tony & Patty Murray 

R.W. & Sharry Palmquist 

Ron & Christine Panosian 

Alan & Barbara Preucil 

Ralph & Mary Roberts 

Brett Shelton 

John & Karen Slechta 

Virginia Tilden 


