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Have you admired our new 

trail kiosk greeting visitors at 

Gleason Meadows? The kiosk 

is the handiwork of new Eagle 

Scout, Isaac Thomas. Isaac 

saw the need for our kiosk to 

be a bright, friendly, and 

professional face for our 

organization and led the  

fundraising, construction, and 

installation of the kiosk.   

Isaac led 21 youth and adults 

over the course of the kiosk 

project, for a total of 234 hours 

of work! He reports that the 

roof was the biggest challenge, 

since it had to be entirely 

rebuilt, and that 

communication and 

organization were essential to 

his leadership project. He is 

interested in pursuing a career 

in medicine or law—no 

matter which way he goes, we 

know that Isaac will benefit 

from his Eagle project and the 

leadership skills that he 

developed. And we will 

certainly benefit from his 

generosity! Thank you Isaac 

for your hard work and 

congratulations on your Eagle 

Award.  

The Nuthatch Gift Shop is undergoing a facelift and we are adding new 
products! Starting in December, we will be offering maple products from 
Patterson Farms, producers of pure maple products. Great gifts for those 
who love syrup and sugar candies!  But who is undertaking this labor of 
love, you ask? We are so happy to have mother and daughter team Barb 
Caton and Julie Gridley volunteering to fix up, restyle, research products 
and inventory best-sellers. They’ve already made a world of difference 

and have great 
ideas for the 
future. If you see 
them, say hello 
and thank you!  
 

And come visit to 
use your 

membership 

discount of 20%  
off any purchase!  

Tanglewood Nature Center & Museum 

443 Coleman Ave. Elmira NY 14903 

Ph: 607-732-6060  Fax: 607-732-6210 

Email: tanglewoodnc@stny.rr.com 

www.tanglewoodnaturecenter.com 

 

Nature Center Hours of Operation: 

Tuesday-Friday 9am-4pm 

Saturday 10am-4pm 

Trails open dawn-dusk 365 days/year 

 

Nature Center Holiday Closures:  

New Year’s Eve. New Year’s Day, Memorial 

Day, Independence Day, Labor Day, 

Columbus Day, Thanksgiving Day, 

Christmas Eve and Christmas Day. 

 

Contact Us: 

Meet the volunteers behind the new 
Nuthatch Gift Shop!  

443  Coleman Avenue  El mi ra ,  NY 14903  

 

RETURN  SERVICE  REQUESTED 

Congratulations and thank 
you, Isaac!  
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Here we are, at the end of another 
year, heading into a winter that at 
least looks like it’s shaping up to be 
another long one.  The longer nights 
and colder days give plenty of time 
for reflection of the fading year and 
my mind keeps reminding me to pay 
attention to what’s around 
me.  That’s generally a good idea 
this time of year, whether driving in 
areas heavy with deer crossings, 
walking on icy sidewalks, or 
strolling through the mall hunting for 
that perfect gift. However, none of 
those occasions quite measure up to 
my most recent case of not paying 
attention, when even in the middle of 
nature, I was still oblivious to it.   
 
While recently fishing a stream I had 
never fished before, on the promise 
of lake-run trout (a promise often as 
empty as a hapless fisherman’s creel) 
I found myself watching a fading 
sun, without seeing sign of a fish, 
much less bringing one to 
hand.  Hoping a change in luck was 
just around the next bend in the 
river, I cut through the brush to find 
that next bend as quick as I could.   
 
When brush-busting in waders, 
carrying a long rod, paying attention 
to roots you might trip on and trees 

Educating over 20,000 kids a year doesn’t come easy to a small staff, and we welcome you to join our 

passionate, energetic educators. Experience with children, animals, and biology/ecology preferred. Training 

on content and technique provided, including shadowing programs taught by staff. Come get your hands 

dirty, your feet wet, and your smile on!  

 

 

Are you a friendly, outgoing person who enjoys hearing about other people’s nature sightings and 

recommending trails? Or maybe you’re looking to build customer service experience? We would really 

appreciate your help supervising the gift shop, greeting guests, and answering phones on busy Saturdays.  

 

 

Feeling creative? Got a cool camera and nothing to shoot? We want to shoot, edit, and publish more videos 

of Tanglewood in action — action on the trails, animals on the move, what lives in the ponds, and of course 

education programs. We have a GoPro and a Youtube channel, but what we need is your creativity and 

time! If you have both of those, contact Bridget at volunteer.tanglewood@gmail.com! 

Volunteer Casting Call  

 

 

you may tangle in, 
one tends to get 
tunnel vision; and 
this is exactly what I 
was doing when I 
heard a rustle in the 
brush ahead of me.   
 
I looked up, fully 
expecting to see 
another fisherman, 
but instead found 
myself face to face 
with the most 
magnificent buck I 
had ever 
seen.  When I say face to face, I 
understate exactly how close we 
were - I could see my own startled 
reflection in his equally startled 
eyes.  I assume he was startled 
(contrary to  popular belief, and 
much to my chagrin, my time at 
Tanglewood has not turned me into 
a Dr. Doolittle) but we both stood 
still for several seconds in a silent 
standoff, eyes locked, debating our 
next move.  Given that all of the 
‘next moves’ I had in mind 
involved (a) screaming, (b) running 
like my hair was on fire, or (c) all of 
the above, I’m happy to say the 
resolution was as anti-climactic as 
possible - we each took two slow 

E DU CA T IO N  
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V IDE O   

President’s Address 
KINTU EARLY, PHD. 

BRIDGET SHARRY 

Upcoming Events at Tanglewood!  
   Clear your calendars and get ready for these festivit ies  

“PLANETARY” FILM SCREENING 

Sat. 1/14 starts at 1pm. Film free, snacks for purchase. 

Let’s kick off the new year with something inspiring and 

beautiful. “Planetary” is an uplifting documentary weaving 

images from NASA Apollo missions and urban centers with 

candid interviews from astronauts, nature writers, and 

environmentalists. Popcorn and beverages for sale.  

 

OWL WALK  

Sat. 2/25 8:00pm-9:00pm. Free. 

Join Laine for a night hike to call in some of our native owls. 

She’ll begin the evening with some basics about owl habitats, 

diets, and behavior, and introduce you to Lucy and Sophie, our 

resident non-releasable owls. Then hit the trail! BYO headlamp.  

 

BLUEBIRDS PT. 1  

Sat. 3/18 starts at 10:00am. Free. 

Bluebird expert Elaine Spacher gives you the scoop on why 

bluebirds matter, and how to attract them to your yard. Box 

construction, installation, monitoring, and more.  

 

CAMP THROWBACK 

Fri. 4/7 6:00 pm-9:00 pm. $10 per person, includes food. 

The adults were getting jealous of the kids for having all the fun. 

We’re having our own one-night throwback camp out—Capture 

the Flag, corn hole, ‘smores and singalongs by the campfire. Yes, 

Ian and Scott have mastered the classics from our own youth. No, 

they will not play Free Bird. BYO beer etc.  

 

EARTH DAY CLEAN UP 

Sat. 4/22 12:00 pm-2:00pm. Free. 

Help the planet breathe a little easier and join us to scoop up litter 

and garbage. We’ve got the garbage bags and gloves. You can 

drop in for a minute or stay through the afternoon.  

 

DIGITAL NATURE PHOTOGRAPHY 

(BEGINNERS) 

Sat. 4/29 10:00am-12:00pm.  Free. 

Not sure what that aperture priority setting is for? Curious 

about how to compose a photo? Join photographer Gail 

Norwood for a workshop on how to set up a good shot and use 

all your camera’s tricks to your advantage. She will share tips 

and tricks on landscape and animal photography. In case of 

inclement weather, the workshop will focus on photographing 

animals (with our birds of prey and other models).  

 

BLUEBIRDS PT. 2  

Thurs. 5/18 starts at 6:30pm. Free. 

Time to put some boots on the ground and see some birds in 

those boxes! Join Elaine for a walk around our field to see our 

boxes and a crash-course in how we monitor our boxes and 

record data. Elaine will interpret bluebird behavior and share 

some of their conservation challenges. BYO binoculars! 

 

CREEK EXPLORATION 

Sat. 6/17 9:00am-12:00pm. Free. 

Remember flipping rocks and catching frogs as a kid? Well, 

it’s time for the adults (kids at heart) to go back to the creeks 

and get to know them again. Meet Laine and Bridget at 

Personius Woods to explore our creek, ID macro 

invertebrates, and learn more about creek ecology and 

conservation.  

 

WINTER WIGGLES SCHEDULE ON PG. 5  

ANNUAL FUNDRAISER: PROM AT TANGLEWOOD HIGH 
Sat. 6/3 from 7:00pm-11:00pm 
 
Last year, the King and Queen of the Prom rolled straight out of their VW Wagon in the 
60’s. Who will be crowned this year? It could be you—save the date for our fundraiser 
with live DJ spinning the greatest hits of the 50s-today, start scoping out leads on 
fashionable/funny prom attire, and save up for our truly fantastic auction items. Silent 
auction will include weekend Adirondack getaway and other treats; live auction for a 
luxury safari in South Africa for 6 days. As if the dancing, beer, wine, spiked punch, 
and photobooth weren’t enough. Tickets go on sale in January—can purchase online or 
call the office. Limited number of VIP tix include limo transportation, bottle of 
champagne, seats behind a velvet rope, $250 for two. Standard tickets $100 for two.  steps backwards, eyes still locked, 

turned and walked away.  As brief 
as it was, it’s an image that I wish I 
had the artistic skills to commit to 
paper. 
 
So, as you go about your winter 
activities, take some time to pay 
attention to the little things - the 
frosty pattern on your windshield, 
the tracks across your snow covered 
driveway, the swirls of the wind 
swept snow.  Better yet, make time 
to come visit Tanglewood.  You can 
even rent snowshoes and hit the 
trails.  Hopefully when you do, 
you’ll be more observant than me 
and create several memorable 
images of your own. 



There’s already been snowfall in the 

Southern Tier! It’s the time of the 

year for snow track investigation, 

and it always sparks my interest to 

see a transect from some unknown 

creature. Were they running from a 

predator? Were they searching for 

cover or food? I often find myself 

looking in the snow to notice who 

was walking by, and when—was it 

just moments before, or from the 

middle of the night?  Some tracks 

are very easily identified in the 

snow—for instance, most of us 

know the familiar cloven hoof print 

of a white tailed deer. Another 

likely critter whose scurrying 

footprints you’ll find in the snow is 

the grey squirrel. Their pattern of 

locomotion is a four-legged hop. 

Each time it hits the ground, all four 

feet normally come off the ground 

and hand on the ground 

simultaneously. Even though it has 

a huge bushy tail, it fails to drag  on 

the snow surface. Previously, at 

Fresh fruit and veggies, especially non-iceberg lettuce, carrots, tomatoes, broccoli, berries, and melons / 
crickets, mealworms, and worms / canned cat food, dry cat and dog food, wild bird seed and cockatiel seed / 
latex gloves, sponges, paper towels / reptile substrate, Yesterday’s News litter, CareFRESH Natural bedding, 
old newspaper for bedding / heat lamps and UVA/UVB bulbs 60-100 watts, drippers and misters for 
amphibians / aquariums between 30-50 gal, old long pillowcases for snake transport / laundry detergent / gift 
cards to Petco, PetSmart, Minier’s, grocery stores / generator for when we lose power and the animals want to 
be snuggly warm! 

 
 

 
Glue sticks, crayons and markers, water color and tempera paints / white and colored office paper and card 
stock / bottled water / paper towels / Kleenex / toilet paper / decaf and regular coffee / K cups / reusable K-cup 
filter / gift cards to Staple’s and Sam’s / napkins / plates / plastic silverwear / plastic wine glasses / serving 
dishes, bowls, and spoons / pole saw (new or gently used) / outdoor spray paint for marking trails (yellow, 
green, orange, pink, red, blue, purple, white)  

Curator’s 
Corner 

Wish List  

LAINE SEMPLER, CURATOR 

Paul Smith’s College, I conducted 

field surveys for a lab to identify 

tracks in the snow. One of the silliest 

tracks I’d see was that of the Virginia 

opossum. This track is wide. Along 

the center of the track marks is a tail 

line. The front feet are quite different 

from the hind feet, looking something 

like E.T.’s track might. The hind feet 

have a distinct thumb pattern that 

shows at almost a 90 degree angle. 

The most interesting sight to me is a 

hawk or owl predation mark. If you 

follow a trail of a small rodent, 

A N IMA LS  
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Board & Staff 
Goodbye to the Docs 
Elaine Spacher, Executive Director  

 

Tanglewood lost two very important people in 

2016. Join us in honoring the memory of Dr. 

Donald Brooks Jr. and Dr. Art C. Smith II.  

Both “Docs” contributed to Tanglewood in 

ways that only they could do.  

 

Doc Smith has been “around since forever” - 

sounds vague but that’s really what comes up 

in my head when someone asks how long he 

had been involved with Tanglewood. I used to 

bring my kids as very young children (now 

they are almost 21, 18, and 16) to hike at 

Gleason Meadows before the building was 

here. I remember Doc patrolling the grounds. 

The land purchase by Tanglewood and the 

adjoining Nature Conservancy property were 

made possible by Doc Smith. This land was his 

land. He had a love for birds and snakes and 

nature in general. He lived his life with as 

much wild in it as possible. And his legacy is 

in our woods and fields and ponds and the very 

air around us. I remember fondly that he’d 

show up here and there, smiling and ready to 

talk—usually about timber rattlesnakes. He 

took me for a ride on his ATV, in sort of a 

roundabout way, to visit nearby rattlesnake 

dens. He is the reason that I respect but don’t 

fear timber rattlers. 

 

Doc Brooks was a boisterous and funny man 

who had a passion for making Tanglewood 

succeed. It is rumored that he delivered almost 

all of the children in Elmira in his time, and I 

believe he could have done that. He was tall 

and very athletic in his prime, and he used his 

skills as a great talker and loyal friend to 

Tanglewood’s advantage time and time again. 

Both our nature center and our lodge would not 

exist had Doc Brooks not taken on fundraising 

for them. He would often say, “I’m going to try 

and help with this campaign, but sometimes 

people go the other way when they see me 

crossing the street.” That didn’t stop him from 

trying, and it didn’t stop him from being one of 

our most successful fundraisers ever.  Doc 

served on the Board of Directors for most of 

my 14-year tenure here, and I love him. There 

were struggles along the way, and Doc was 

always supportive and calming, the long-time 

voice of reason. He attended Board meetings 

especially in open fields, you 

might be in for a surprise! 

Hawks and owls swoop down 

and scoop up their prey. 

Sometimes they land in the 

snow and leave the most 

beautiful wing prints behind. 

Whether you’re walking your 

dog on trail at Personius Woods 

or snowshoeing up at Gleason 

Meadows this winter (we rent 

snowshoes, come try it out!) 

don’t forget to look down in the 

snow for wildlife tracks!  

2017 BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Kintu Early, President 

Linda Hillman, Vice President 

Lauren Little, Treasurer 

Jim Emmick, Secretary 

 

Michael Bono 

Bob Butcher 

Dean Butts 

Janet Chilson 

Frank Gudas 

Merrill Lynn 

Beverly Morrell 

Anthony Pagano 

Linda Roessler 

Duane Saxton 

Brandon Saylor 

Bonnifer Schweizer 

Paul Schweizer 

Linn Smith 

Corey Stilts 

Roger TenEyck 

Ray Thweatt 

 

STAFF 

Elaine Spacher, Executive Director 

Scott Jackson, Buildings and Grounds 

Ian McLaughlin, Naturalist/Educator 

Deanna O’Brian, Office Manager 

Laine Sempler, Curator, Educator, & Camp 

Director 

Bridget Sharry, Community Relations Manager 

 

Above: Doc Smith presents a plaque to 
Pat Runey, another Tanglewood leader. 
The fieldstone in the fireplace behind 
them was donated by Doc Smith!  

up until he just couldn’t anymore. But 

still, he would call in and see how 

things were going and apologize for not 

being able to make it in. He never gave 

up on us, which is so rare, as was he, 

and I am going to miss him terribly.  

 

Both Doc Brooks and Doc Smith were 

larger than life, and are key reasons 

why we are here today, and why 

Tanglewood is as successful as we are. 

I definitely believe they are somewhere 

good discussing Tanglewood’s past and 

present, and sending good vibes our 

way. We will forever be grateful for 

their presence in our non-profit and 

personal lives. Thanks Docs.  

Above: Doc Brooks (center ), along with 
Bill Morse and Merrill Lynn, are the 
names behind our Morse-Lynn-Brooks 
Volunteer of the Year Award.  

Photo credit: Matthew Sim, originally published on Birds Calgary 



WINTER WIGGLES 

CONTINUES!  

This free Pre-K program runs through 

March, every Wednesday from 10am-

11am. Each week pairs a storybook with 

an animal meet-and-greet. 

1/4 Geckos 

1/11 Hawks 

1/18 NO WIGGLES—Museum closed 

1/25 Guinea Pig 

2/1 “Fluffy” the ball python 

2/8 Salamander 

2/15 Ferret 

2/22 Box Turtle 

3/1 Merlin  

3/8 Bunny 

3/15 Chinchilla 

3/22 Hedgehog 

3/29 People’s Choice! Last Winter 

Wiggles of the year  

 

 

As of November 22nd, 2016 

 

New Members 

 

Individual—$30 

Ruth Barber 

Thomas Formanek 

Suzanne Mockaitis 

 

Teacher Family—$35 

Ryan & Lisa Morley 

 

Senior Family—$40 

Lois Loygren 

Gary & Rita Richer 

Natalie & Andrew Woughter 

 

Family—$45 

Scott & Nicole Buchanan 

Eileen & Joseph Choi 

Bruce Chow 

Jennifer & Matt Doscotch 

Linda & Eric Doty 

Tim Hayden & Anne Galbraith 

Jessica & Paco Gonzalez 

Krissy Hendley 

James & Marci Hilgendorf 

Amanda & Kevin Hillman 

Kyle & Andrea Hoff 

Crystal Horton 

Karen Johnson 

Katie Karpenstein 

Sharlyn Keegan 

Yeon Hee Kim 

Lori & Hal Kolba 

Kelly Long 

Shumin Lu 

Kelley Meade 

Lirong Pei 

Rev. David Preisendanz 

Andrea Ramsdell 

Andreas & Barbara Schoen 

Michella & James Sincock 

Courtney Taylor 

Lori Till 

New 
Members & 
Donations 

Catherine Verschage 

Jamie & Robert Ziegler 

   

Hummingbird—$60  

Mark & Julie Spicer 

 

Goldfinch—$100-249 

Robert & Erica Agan, Jr.  

 

Bluebird—$250-499 

Peter & Kathleen Schweizer 

 

Corporate Bobcat—$150-299 

Finger Lakes Health Care 

 

Continuing 1973 Patron Circle Members 

Steve Albertalli 

Dr. William & Ann Bishop 

Donald & Norma Brooks 

Dean & Janice Butts 

Joseph & Giuliana Calderone 

Duke & Wendy Carroll 

Janet & Brian Chilson 

Marie Mckee & Robert Cole, Jr. 

Mary Muse & Kevin Coughlin 

Kintu & Yulonda Early 

Jim & Sharon Emmick 

Charles & Muriel Friend 

Frank & Linda Gudas 

Linda Hillman 

Jon & Donna Homuth 

Conrad Wolan & Kelly Hume 

Deborah & Donald Lauper 

Merrill & Lydia Lynn 

Rob McKinnon 

Janet & John McLaughlin 

Arthur & Beverly Morrell 

Martin Palumbos 

Paul & Lauren Schweizer 

Stuart & Lucy Schweizer 

Arthur & Bebe Smith 

Raymond & Joan Thweatt 

 

Haunted Happenings Sponsor 

Chemung Supply Corporation 

 

Monetary Donations 

Charles Friend 

Natalie Denton  

Art & Bev Morrell 

Gaylen Raisler 

Nancy Spaulding 

Finger Lakes Chapter, Adirondack 

Mountain Club 

United Way of the Southern Tier Chapter 

 

Memoriams 

 

In Memory of David Smith 

Kevin Moshier & Karen Gooderum 

Jim Murphy & Joan Harriss 

Gary & Michelle Vancuren 

 

In Memory of Joseph Balok, Jr.  

Alice Manning 

 

In Memory of Caron Friend Neild  

Norma Brooks 

Susan Tryon Rogers 

 

In Memory of Lynn Robinson  

Thomas & Suzanne Connelly 

 

In Memory of John Bailey  

Timothy & Bonnisue Angulas 

 

In Memory of Dr. Donald Brooks, Jr.   

Arnot Family 4D and Same Day Surgery 

Barbara McDowell 

Brent & Martha Olmstead 

Bruce & Diane Noyes 

Bruce & Mary Newkirk 

Carina, Lucy, Camille and Antonia Cesari 

Charles Friend 

Chemung Canal Trust Company 

David & Barbara Dubow 

David & Joanne Dalrymple 

Dean & Janice Butts 

Debra Durkee 

Donald and Carolie Lynn 

Douglas and Meredith Tifft 

Duke & Wendy Carroll 

Frank & Linda Gudas 

Georgianna Keser 

Gertrude Matteson 

Jane Cummings 

Jerald & Myra Stemerman 

John & Alice Lowman 

John Crandall 

John Humphries, Jr. 

Jon & Donna Homuth 

Judith Forrest 

Margret Lapp 

Merrill & Lydia Lynn 

Mimi Updegraff 

Norm & Margaret Ward 

Paul & Kimberly Hatala 

Ray & Joan Thweatt 

Richard & Elizabeth Evans 

Richard & Mary Anderson 

Roberta Hoffman 

Ronald & Kathleen Herman 

Steve Bowes 

Steven & Linda Forrest 

Sue Bowes 

Susan Tryon Rogers 

Terence & Marcia Lenhardt 

Thomas & Carol Abderhalden 

Thomas & Elizabeth Tranter 

Thomas and Barbara Curren 

Thomas Tranter, Sr. 

William & Rebecca Schlag  

 

In Memory of Dr. Arthur C. Smith, Jr.   

Nancy Barringer 

Paul Baxter 

William & Ann Bishop 

Duke & Wendy Carroll 

Natalie Denton 

John & Deborah Fisk 

Edward Grandt 

Charles & Sue Milazzo 

Mary Potter 

Charles & Margaret Streeter 

 

Grants 

Community Foundation—Fund for 

Women 

Hilliard Foundation 

Triangle Fund 

In Kind Donations 

Alan & Gloria Bingaman 

Bird cage and stand 

Duke and Wendy Carroll 

Used own tractor and fuel to mow our 

fields, kitchen hand soap 

Cook’s Painting 

Fresh paint in gift shop, hallways, and 

auditorium 

Cutler Carpet 

Box of vinyl tiles 

Philip Early 

Copy paper, True Air odor eliminator 

Bill Gregg 

Live music for Haunted Happenings 

Sarah Hurley 

Tissue, toilet paper, liquid  soap, 

magazines 

Merrill & Lydia Lynn 

Coffee, candy, and NatGeo Kids magazine 

Se Leigheas 

Live music for Haunted Happenings 

Randy Parker 

150 pumpkins for Haunted Happenings 

John Slechta 

Handmade frame and displayed 

rattlesnake skin 

Larry & Lynn Walz 

Norton subscription 

Norm & Margaret Ward 

Wild bird seed 

Green Star Cleaning Service 

Mulch for the aviary area, decorative hay 

bales, pumpkins, and gourds for the 

Islamic Association of the Finger Lakes to 

install 

When it snows—we’ve got snowshoes 
for all ages and sizes!  
 
Snowshoeing is a great way to stay 
active in winter. Plus, it’s really fun to 
bound along on top of the snow like a 
lynx or a snowshoe hare.  
 
Members can rent snowshoes for $4/
hr or $12/day 
 
Nonmembers can rent snowshoes for 
$5/hr or $15/day 
 
Group rates—for groups of more than 
6 people—are $3/hr or $10/day per 
person. 

Remember, members—you get a 
20% discount on Nuthatch Gift 
Shop purchases! Maple products, 
bird feeders and houses, toys for 
the kids, and local artwork for 
sale. Visit soon! 


