
P1 /  NEWS 

Engagement is key 

P2-3 /  ED REPORT  

Looking forward to 2019 

P4-5/  COMMUNITY 

Members; donors; gifts 

P6-7 /  EVENTS & ANIMALS 

Upcoming events; Curator’s 

Corner; wishlist  

January-April 2019 

How you teach is as important 
as what you teach. Anyone 
can go online and look up 

facts—or fictions—on their 
own, so it is my job as an 
educator to make education 
inspiring. Whether it’s 
connecting with an individual 

student so that they 
understand a process using 

their language, or listening to 
their ideas and what’s going 
on in their lives, I am trying 

to engage.  

Engagement is fundamental 

in quality education. It’s how 
you connect. It’s how you 
inspire. It’s how I enjoy 
teaching. I ask as many 

questions about how a 
science topic touches kids’ 
lives, as I do about the actual 

topic. When you listen to the 
kids you learn about them, 
and sometimes the best 
teaching comes from 
listening.  

Tanglewood has four open positions for summer camp counselors. Applicants 

must have apprciation for nature and experience working with children. Head 

counselors must be 18+, assistant counselors 16+ (18+ preferred). Must be available 

to work June 17th-August 23rd, including paid training prior to the first week of 

camp. Two weeks of unpaid vacation time included (the week of July 1st-5th off, 

and the weeks of Aug 5th-9th off). Applications are accepted on a rolling basis until 

positions are full — please direct questions and applications to Brie Riesbeck, Camp 

Director (tanglewoodcurator@outlook.com).  

 

Internship applications are accepted 

on a rolling basis. We offer 

undergraduate students the 

opportunity to work alongside our 

staff in three positions: animal care/

museum, environmental education, 

and non-profit management. 

Internships are unpaid but can usually 

be used for college credits. Please 

email your application and a cover 

letter to Bridget, Community 

Relations Manager (volunteer.tanglewood@gmail.com).  

Tanglewood Nature Center & Museum 

443 Coleman Ave. Elmira NY 14903 

Ph: 607-732-6060  Fax: 607-732-6210 

Email: tanglewoodnc@stny.rr.com 

www.tanglewoodnaturecenter.com 

 

Nature Center Hours of Operation: 

Tuesday-Friday 9am-4pm 

Saturday 10am-4pm 

Trails open dawn-dusk 365 days/year 

 

Nature Center Holiday Closures:  

New Year’s Eve. New Year’s Day, Memorial 

Day, Independence Day, Labor Day, 

Columbus Day, Thanksgiving Day, 

Christmas Eve and Christmas Day. 

 

Contact Us: 

Summer Job & Intern Opportunities   

443 Coleman Avenue Elmira, NY 14903 
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IAN MCLAUGHLIN, NATURALIST/EDUCATOR 



Live music, good food, the summer of love: revel in the festival vibes this 
June, on the 50th Anniversary of Woodstock! Our annual fundraiser includes 
food, wine and beer, live music on our summer stage. Tickets go on sale in 
mid-January—check out our website, swing by the office, or call to purchase 
yours over the phone. Tickets are $50 per individual or $100 for a couple. 

 

 

V IDE O   

SAVE THE DATE: Tanglewoodstock  
Saturday June 1st 2019 from 4pm-8pm 
 

Upcoming Events at Tanglewood!  
   Clear your calendars and get ready for these festivit ies 

OWL WALK—MEMBERS ONLY  

Saturday 1/12 from 6-7pm. Pre-registration 

required, limited to 30 registrants. THIS EVENT 

SELLS OUT FAST. 

Join Ian for a night hike to call in some of our wild 

owls. He’ll begin the evening with some info about 

owl habitats, adaptations, and behavior—then hit the 

trail! BYO headlamp/flashlight.  

 

CABIN FEVER PANCAKE BREAKFAST 

Saturday 2/2 from 10am-12pm  

Breakfast served from 10-10:45am, guided snowshoe 

hike to follow at 10:45am. Warm up with hot cocoa 

and a cozy animal show by the fireplace at 11:30am! 

Member pricing: $6 adult, $3 kid, or $15 for the whole 

family. Non-member pricing: $8 adult, $4 kid, or $20 

for the whole family   

 

ANNUAL MEETING—MEMBERS ONLY 

Saturday 1/27 from 1-3pm Suggested $10 donation. 

Celebrate what Tanglewood accomplished in 2018, 

congratulate the Morse-Lynn-Brooks Volunteer of the 

Year, and munch on hors d’oeuvres while learning 

from Sheryl Robinson. Sheryl will speak on 

“Indigenous Connections—Spirituality, Stewardship, 

& Culture.”   

 

OWL WALK  

Saturday 2/16 from 6-7pm. $5 per registrant. Pre-

registration required, limited to 30 registrants.  

 

NATURE NERD TRIVIA 

Friday 3/1 from 7pm-9pm. All teams must be 

21+!  

We provide the beer, popcorn, pretzels, and sass, 

and you bring your friends for fierce competition! 

Topics include Worst Case Scenario survival, 

animals in movies, the birds and the bees, and 

more. $10 entry fee for a team, max 6 people on a 

team, max 10 teams—so sign up soon to reserve 

your team’s spot! No walk-ins.  

 

REPTILES & AMPHIBIANS FAMILY 

PROGRAM 

Saturday 3/23 from 11am-12pm  Free. 

Scales, slime, slithering, crawling, and COOL! Join 

Ian for a free family-friendly introduction to the 

coolest cold-blooded creatures in our collection.  

 

EARTH DAY CLEAN UP  

Saturday 4/20 from 10am-12pm Free.  

Get outside and make a difference! We will have 

garbage bags, gloves, and good cheer—join us to 

help clean up litter and breathe in the fresh air. 

RSVP to Bridget 

(volunteer.tanglewood@gmail.com) so we know 

how many gloves etc. we need!  

 

WINGS ‘N’ THINGS  

Saturday 4/20 from 12pm-2pm Free.  

Celebrate our fine feathered friends—and more! 

Wings ‘n’ Things is an all-ages-welcome party 

themed around flight. Learn about the ins and outs 

of our bee hive; learn about the amazing 

adaptations of our native bats; go on a butterfly and 

dragonfly hunt; and of course meet our birds of 

prey. 

.  

PRE-K FAMILY WEEKLY PROGRAMS: 

 

Winter Wiggles 

This program runs from November through March 

2019, every Wednesday morning from 10am-

11am. Each program will include a story for the 

kids with an up-close-and-personal animal guest.  

Free.  

 

 Hike, Learn, and Play 

Join Jamie every Friday morning from 10am-

11am, for an outdoorsy activity that will keep your 

little ones active April through October 2019. Free.  

Bequests help  
protect habitat 

 

Name Tanglewood Nature 
Center a beneficiary:  
 in your will 
 of your life insurance or 

retirement plan 
 of your donor advised 

fund 
 
For more information on planned 
giving, please contact Deanna at 
tanglewoodoffmgr@outlook.com 
or 607-732-6060 



Each holiday season, I hear an 
increase in talk of giving animals as 
gifts. Perhaps you’ve considered 
giving your child something small 
like a turtle or a gecko: something 
exotic! Often times, however, the 
amount of responsibility and time 
required to own a pet is not 
considered. While pet ownership 
can be an awesome and rewarding 
introduction to new responsibilities 
for a child, it should only be done 
after careful consideration and 
research. How long is this pet 
expected to live? Most turtles can 
live thirty, forty, fifty plus years-- 
your child could be near 

retirement by the time the turtle 

hits its lifespan! How much 
attention does the animal need and 
will your child always have the 
ability to give it to them? What kind 
of space requirement does the 
animal need? A red-tailed boa may 
seem small as a baby, but pretty 
soon you’ll end up with a 7 foot 
snake!  
 
These questions may seem standard 
to you, but they don’t get asked 
nearly enough. As a result, many of 
our animal ambassadors in the 
museum are donations from people 

Fresh fruit and veggies, especially non-iceberg lettuce, / crickets, mealworms, and worms / guinea pig, 
chinchilla, hedgehog, and rabbit pellet foods / guinea pig vitamin c treats / chinchilla dust / cuttle bones / latex 
gloves, sponges, paper towels / Yesterday’s News litter, CareFRESH Natural bedding / heat pads and UVA/
UVB bulbs 60-100 watts, drippers and misters for amphibians / gently used towels / old long pillowcases for 
snake transport / laundry detergent, dawn dishsoap, and mop heads / gift cards to Petco, PetSmart, Minier’s, 
grocery stores / generator for when we lose power and the animals want to be snuggly warm! 
 

 
 

Glue sticks, crayons and markers, water color and tempera paints / white and colored office paper and card 
stock / bottled water / paper towels / Kleenex / toilet paper / decaf and regular coffee / K cups / reusable K-cup 
filter / gift cards to Staple’s and Sam’s / napkins / plates / plastic silverwear / plastic wine glasses / serving 
dishes, bowls, and spoons / pole saw (new or gently used) / handheld dustbuster 

Curator ’s Corner:   consider sponsorship,  not  ownership!  

Wish List  

BRIANNA RIESBECK, CURATOR 

who just couldn’t care for them 
anymore. Mere weeks to months after 
the holidays, I see an uptick in calls 
and emails of people trying to place 
their former pets into a new home. 
While I understand that life can get 
busy and things happen, it’s so 
important to remember that animals 
are living, breathing beings, not gifts 
to be discarded later. I am no 
exception to this lesson! I was given a 
rabbit as an Easter gift when I was 
five years old and, as you can imagine, 
a five year old isn’t the most 
responsible or well-equipped owner of 
something as messy as a rabbit. After 
about a year, my parents realized that I 
wasn’t able to properly care for this 
rabbit and we gave him to a family 
member.  
 
I share this not to drive home what a 
terrible pet owner I was but to remind 
you that kids, no matter how much of 
an animal lover they are, are still kids. 
The amount of responsibility and 
forethought that animal ownership 
takes exceeds a child’s ability—the 
animal’s needs must be considered 
and committed to by an adult, in the 
event that the child isn’t able to keep 
up with the work. I’m never upset 
with a child that surrenders a pet 

A N IMA LS  

B U ILD IN GS  &  E XH IB IT S  

Board & Staff Looking Forward to 2019  
Elaine Spacher, Executive Director  

 Goodbye 2018! It was a good year in 

many ways- we educated over 

30,000 children from 7 New York 

and 3 Pennsylvania counties, and 

hosted over 35,000 visitors who 

explored the museum and walked the 

trails.  

 

We have been at work this year to 

continue our public nature education 

programs and have refined many of 

them, most especially our summer 

programs. These critical programs 

for children not only allow kids to 

have fun during the summer, but they 

also teach science concepts that keep 

student brains chugging along in the 

gap between school years, which 

studies show is a strong contributor 

to long term academic success.   

 

We continue to be part of several 

great collaborative efforts, including 

The Garden of Fire, based in Steuben 

County, and STEAM Ahead 

Chemung, a 10 organization 

collaborative effort in Chemung 

County, and the Summer Reading 

and Feeding collaboration in 

Chemung County.  

 

We also continue to maintain our 

buildings and two trail systems and 

provide food, housing and veterinary 

care for our over 40 species of 

animals. 

 

If you read my annual appeal letter, 

you do know that 2018 was also the 

year of nature irony. Nature was not 

kind to our nature center. Squirrels 

chewed through our main electric 

line, lightning struck a tree near our 

new building and burnt out our 

security system and motherboard for 

our heat in the lodge, and our 

geothermal began leaking 

underground as the copper tubes had 

become degraded over 15 years in 

the soil. Whew! Thanks nature. You 

have reminded us who is in charge. 

Yet, in 2019, we will still fight for 

you because despite all the chaos 

you can cause, we know nature is 

what sustains us and a healthy 

environment is critical to human 

survival.   

because I’ve been there! What we 
need is more education for kids and 
adults alike regarding responsible pet 
ownership and care. Tanglewood 
offers a “Pet Trade” program that 
details some of the backstories of our 
animal ambassadors, and the state of 
the pet trade today. I’d like to teach 
that program to everyone that is 
looking to adopt a new animal, 
especially an exotic!  
 
Please consider “adopting” an 
exotic animal from the nature 
center by sponsoring it in the name 

of your child or loved one. A gift of 
animal sponsorship is still something 
that I love receiving even as an adult 
and is a thoughtful, responsible 
choice for a child. And lucky you, it 
has all of the feel-good benefits of 
helping out an animal that you love 
and none of the mess! Swing by the 
nature center to pick up a 
Sponsorship Form or call Deanna to 
set yours up.  
 
Scout groups, schools, after-school 
programs, libraries, and clubs—you 
can book a Pet Trade/Exotic Animal 
Care program! Email Elaine to 
schedule 
(tanglewooddirector@outlook.com) 

2019 BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Kintu Early, President 

Linda Hillman, Vice President 

Lauren Little, Treasurer 

Janet Chilson, Secretary 

 

William Bishop 

Michael Bono 

Bob Butcher 

Dean Butts 

James Emmick 

Charles Friend 

Rich Gridley 

Frank Gudas 

Beverly Morrell 

Brice Pearce 

Linda Roessler 

Duane Saxton 

Brandon Saylor 

Bonnifer Schweizer 

Corey Stilts 

Roger TenEyck 

 

STAFF 

Elaine Spacher, Executive Director 

Ian McLaughlin, Naturalist/Educator 

Deanna O’Brian, Office Manager 

Brianna Riesbeck, Curator, Educator, & Camp 

Director 

Bridget Sharry, Community Relations Manager 

Jamie Ziegler, Educator 



Barbara McDowell 

Newspapers and food for the 

animals 

John & Janet McLaughlin 

Decorative pumpkin and food for 

the animals 

Jen Sekella 

Newspapers 

Smithhome Farm 

Pumpkins for Haunted Happenings 

Larry & Lynn Walz 

PC Supplies 

LemonGrass Spa Event—Jennifer 

Rice & friends 

Soap, sponges, bleach, neospiroin, 

paper towels, bird seed and suet, 

cat food, latex gloves, buckets and 

monetary donation 

ABLE 2 Emerald Room 

New wooden house for Teddy 

Roosevelt and snowman holiday 

decoration 

 

Featured Corporate Sponsors 

this issue:  

As of November 30th, 2018 

 

Individual—$30 

Mary Hoffman 

Colleen McGurgan 

Thomas Seaward 

Kimberly VanSkiver 

 

Senior Family—$40 

John Nolan & Cheryl Fritz 

Rita Rhodes & Felix Kapron 

 

Family—$45 

Minty Agarwal 

Kathryn & Micah Bingham 

Melissa Brate 

Octavia & Joe Chalk 

Gregory Clark 

Katie Coble 

Carolyn Connelly 

Jennifer Rice & Brian Fey 

Daniel & Karen Fracchia 

Claire Warren Ginnan 

John & Kelly Gray 

Jason & Beth Manwaring 

Chad & Virginia Maphis 

Amanda McCann 

William & Emily Meyn 

Brittany Monroe 

John & Barbara Niles 

Dawn Slonaker 

Eugene & Megan Smith 

Heather Smith 

Kathleen Stewart-McWhorter 

Mandy Wakely 

Sarah Wunderlich  

  

Continuing 1973 Patron Circle 

Members 

Dr. William & Ann Bishop 

Norma Brooks 

Dean & Janice Butts 

Joseph & Giuliana Calderone 

Duke & Wendy Carroll 

Janet & Brian Chilson 

Mary Muse & Kevin Coughlin 

New 
Members & 
Donations 

Kintu & Yulonda Early 

Jim & Sharon Emmick 

Charles & Muriel Friend 

Frank & Linda Gudas 

Harry & Jennifer Hillman 

Linda Hillman 

Jon & Donna Homuth 

Conrad Wolan & Kelly Hume 

Deborah & Donald Lauper 

Merrill & Lydia Lynn 

Barbara McDowell 

Rob McKinnon 

Janet & John McLaughlin 

Arthur & Beverly Morrell 

Brice Pearce 

William & Mary Anne Perks 

Thomas & Katherine Rowhlke 

Les & Bonnie Schweizer 

Paul & Lauren Schweizer 

Stuart & Lucy Schweizer 

Alan & Maria Winston  

 

Annual Appeal 

Rob Albee 

Mike Kunigonis & Laura Alvarado 

Patrick & Joycelyn Bermingham 

Harold & Carolyn Bossard 

Gary & Ann Bouse 

Lynda Brand 

Ruth Bruning 

Dean & Janice Butts 

Michael & Marianne Cain 

Mary Ann Caroscio 

Elizabeth Chilson 

Brian & Janet Chilson 

Matthew Collins 

Matthew & Margaret Collins 

Vinnie  Collins 

Douglas & Susan Cotton 

Natalie Denton 

Albert & Jacqueline Draht 

Jan & Carol Eberhard 

Jim & Sharon Emmick 

Marianne Frei 

Charles & Muriel Friend 

John Nolan & Cheryl Fritz 

Bill & Bobbi Furnas 

Mark & Sandra Gibson 

Nancy  Golomb 

Jerry & Linda Haley 

Michael & Michelle Halperin 

Gene Herber 

Joanne Herman 

Geoff & Joan Heywood 

Linda Hillman 

Mathew Hourihan 

Edward & Catherine Jadoski 

Jan Kather 

Robert Pryde & Cynthia Kilbury 

Vincent & Colleen LaDelia 

Don & Deb Lauper 

Dennis Lockard 

Charles & Teresa Lockner 

John & Janet McLaughlin 

Ella Mae 

Deanna Middaugh 

Ralph & Shirley Miller 

Ann Millhollen 

Bob Bell & Kammie Morrisey 

Bill & Connie Morse 

Paul Morss 

Krista Niles-Updyke 

Jake & Stacey Oparil 

Matthew & Joy Perry 

Martha Pierce 

Ruth Riesbeck 

Brandon Saylor 

David & Patricia Silvernail 

Kenneth Sobel 

Nancy  Spaulding 

Margaret Streeter 

Marty Strong 

Richard Kennedy & Theresa 

Taylor 

Ann Thorner 

Arie & Claire van den Blink 

Rick & Jennifer VanBrunt 

Jay Schissell & Jeri Wall 

Keith & Molly Walton 

Peg Weidemann 

Richard & Diane Wilbur 

Eric Burns & Lynn Williams 

Thomas & Shirley Wingert 

Bill & Charlotte Winkky 

Tom & Stacy Witzel 

Joan Woloson 

Earl & Sally Wright 

Rui Zhang & Danhong Zhong  

 

Grants 

Chemung County Room Tax 

Consolidated Funding Application 

Wildlife Habitat Improvement 

Program 

 

Monetary Donations 

Bob Butcher 

Lori Crumb 

Jim & Lydia Eldridge 

Margaret Hook 

Eric Burns & Lynn Williams 

 

Lodge Donors 

John & Elinor Gough 

 

Haunted Happenings Sponsors 

Cameron Manufacturing & Design 

James D. Barrett Funeral Home, 

Inc.  

Parker’s Landscaping 

 

Animal Sponsors 

Lori Crumb 

Madelynn Morrison 

Marissa Smith 

 

Memoriams 

In Memory of Joan Phelps Smith 

Evelyn Miller 

 

In Memory of Hazel Robinson 

Ronald Johnson 

Gentry & Gail Woolridge 

 

In Memory of Bob Novick 

Duke & Wendy Carroll 

Melinda Manotham 

    

Gifts in Honor 

In Honor of Bill Bishop 

Margaret Streeter 

 

In Honor of Lori Crumb-Negri 

Darcy Mucci 

 

Happy Birthday to Gerry Caruso 

Paul Gardner 

Amy Caruso Brinthaupt 

David Shaw 

Christy Taylor Forester 

Carolyn Shaw Caruso 

 

Merry Christmas to Roberta 

Hoffman 

Ron & Laurel Gabel 

 

In Kind Donations 

Market Street Coffee & Tea  

Coffee for Coffee Hike 

Lori Crumb 

Water pails, rubber gloves, and 

sponges 

Lydia Eldridge 

Newspapers and food for animals 

Billy & Kit Gooshaw 

Spray paint for trails 

John & Fran Juriga 

Bluebird boxes and honey bears 

Ann Lamb 

Bird nests 

Parker’s Farm Market 

Pumpkins for Haunted Happenings 

 

This newsletter edition is sponsored by: 
Southerntier Custom Fabricators 


