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Delaney, the smiling kid you see 
above, is the face of a generous 
generation! You may not realize it but 
our community has some very kind 
donors in every age group—from 
kindergarteners up to retirees. The 
staff and volunteers at Tanglewood 
have been moved to see big gifts from 
some very young people this past year. 
Delaney for example requested that 
her friends and family bring presents 
for the Tanglewood animals, instead of 
just presents for her. We were beyond 
thrilled to see how much her party 

brought to share! If you flip to our 
membership and donations page, 
you’ll see that she’s not the only 
kindhearted kid in our neighborhood: 
Eve and Lee also gave us donations at 
their birthday parties in the past few 
months. Big thanks to these amazing 
kids!  

Our animals go through quite a bit of 
newspaper, bedding, and of course 
food. And those paper towels, 
detergent, and the hand sanitizer back 
there? Truly some of our biggest 

needs for keeping everything clean 
and tidy! Anyone with a pet cat, dog, 
or fish knows how much mess a 
single animal can create. Well, when 
the animal ambassadors number in 
the high 50s… let’s just say it adds 
up.  

Birthday parties at Tanglewood are 
always a blast, especially seeing 
which three critters the birthday kid 
picks out to meet, but they are even 
better when the kid in question is as 
kind as Delaney. 

Tanglewood has four open positions for summer camp counselors. Applicants must 

have passion for environmental education and experience working with children. 

Head counselors must be 18+, assistant counselors 16+ (18+ preferred). Must be 

available to work June 13th-August 31st, including paid training prior to the first 

week of camp. Applications are accepted on a rolling basis until positions are full — 

please direct questions and applications to Laine Sempler, Camp Director 

(curator@stny.twcbc.com).  

 

Internship applications are accepted 

on a rolling basis. We offer 

undergraduate students the 

opportunity to work alongside our 

staff in three positions: animal care/

museum, environmental education, 

and non-profit management. 

Internships are unpaid but can usually 

be used for college credits. Please 

email your application and a cover 

letter to Bridget, Community 

Relations Manager

(volunteer.tanglewood@gmail.com).  

Tanglewood Nature Center & Museum 

443 Coleman Ave. Elmira NY 14903 

Ph: 607-732-6060  Fax: 607-732-6210 

Email: tanglewoodnc@stny.rr.com 

www.tanglewoodnaturecenter.com 

 

Nature Center Hours of Operation: 

Tuesday-Friday 9am-4pm 

Saturday 10am-4pm 

Trails open dawn-dusk 365 days/year 

 

Nature Center Holiday Closures:  

New Year’s Eve. New Year’s Day, Memorial 

Day, Independence Day, Labor Day, 

Columbus Day, Thanksgiving Day, 

Christmas Eve and Christmas Day. 

 

Contact Us: 

Summer Job & Intern Opportunities   

443 Coleman Avenue Elmira, NY 14903 

 

RETURN  SERVICE  REQUESTED 

Non-Profit Org. 

US Postage 

PAID 

Elmira, NY 

Permit #161 

Talk The newsletter of Tanglewood 

Tanglewood 

Kids Making a Difference 



Water has been on my mind for some 

time now. There are many reasons for 

this - I have been trying to drink more 

as I feel better in mind and body when 

I’m well-hydrated. Tanglewood has 

had issues with our water system here 

and there over the years and I have had 

to learn a lot about wells, water 

pumps, pressure tanks and the like. We 

base many of our organization’s 

activities on water - will it rain on our 

fundraiser? Can we plan an early 

morning winter event or will the roads 

be unsafe due to snow? What will we 

do with the kids indoors if it rains all 

week in summer camp? Water is also 

on my mind because it is a serious 

environmental issue. 

 

In college, we wrote essays on 

environmental issues we felt would be 

the most pressing in the next 50-100 

years. My essays always revolved 

around the exponentially increasing 

population on Earth. I was sure if we 

just got that under control, our 

environmental problems would be 

solved. I still believe population is 

hugely related to many of our 

environmental problems, but unlike 

in the 90’s when I was an undergrad, 

I don’t think it is that simple anymore 

-  the longer I live, the more 

complicated I realize environmental 

issues are. The factors in play are 

numerous: population and human 

expansion, ethics, economics, 

politics, religion, and more. But  one 

thing that people should be able to 

agree on is the importance of clean 

water. 

 

There are over 326 million trillion 

gallons of water on Earth. Less than 

3% of that amount is fresh water and 

within that 3%, more than 65% is 

held in ice caps and glaciers. The 

water cycle (hydrologic cycle) is a 

closed system: we can’t get or make 

more water, so what we have right 

now on Earth is it. That leaves us 

with very, very little usable fresh 

water. And everything alive on Earth 

needs fresh water. Humans can 

survive weeks without food, but only 

 

 

V IDE O   

Clean Water: a global crisis 
Elaine Spacher, Executive Director  

Upcoming Events at Tanglewood!  
   Clear your calendars and get ready for these festivit ies 

ANNUAL MEETING 

Saturday 1/27 from 1-3pm Suggested $10 donation. 

Celebrate what Tanglewood accomplished in 2017, 

congratulate the Morse-Lynn-Brooks Volunteer of the Year, 

and munch on hors d’oeuvres while learning from Ryan 

Donnelly—former camp kid, currently a naturalist at 

Kiawah Island. Ryan will speak about the importance of 

nature based education.  

 

OWL WALK  

Saturday 2/17 from 8-9pm. Pre-registration required, 

limited to 30 registrants. $5 per registration (whether 

individual or family) THIS EVENT SELLS OUT QUICKLY.  

Join Laine for a night hike to call in some of our wild owls. 

She’ll begin the evening with some info about owl habitats, 

adaptations, and behavior—then hit the trail! BYO 

headlamp/flashlight.  

 

REPTILES & AMPHIBIANS FAMILY PROGRAM 

Saturday 3/10 from 11am-12pm  Free. 

Scales, slime, slithering, crawling, and COOL! Join Ian for 

a free family-friendly introduction to the coolest cold-

blooded creatures in our collection.  

 

EARTH DAY CLEAN UP  

Saturday 4/21 from 10am-12pm Free.  

Get outside and make a difference! We will have garbage 

bags, gloves, and good cheer—join us to help clean up litter 

and breathe in the fresh air. RSVP to Bridget 

(volunteer.tanglewood@gmail.com) so we know how many 

gloves etc. we need!  

 

WINGS ‘N’ THINGS  

Saturday 4/21 from 12pm-2pm Free.  

Celebrate our fine feathered friends—and more! Wings 

‘n’ Things is an all-ages-welcome party themed around 

flight. Beekeeper John Slechta introduces you to the ins 

and outs of our hive; Chemung Valley Audubon has a 

bird activity; learn about the amazing adaptations of our 

native bats; go on a butterfly and dragonfly hunt; and of 

course spend some time with our birds of prey: Sophie, 

Gridley, Hank, and more.  

 

Winter Wiggles: 

This free Pre-K program runs from November through 

March 2017, every Wednesday morning from 10am-

11am. Each program will include a story for the kids 

with an up-close-and-personal animal guest.   

 

1/3—Sir Snuffles the Hedgehog 

1/10—Zoey the Leopard Gecko 

1/17—Gridley the Merlin 

1/24—Woodsy the Wood Turtle  

1/31—Sally the Salamander  

2/7—Teddy Roosevelt the Guinea Pig 

2/14—Sully the Snake  

2/21—Hank the Red-Tailed Hawk  

2/28—Picasso the Painted Turtle  

3/7—Gluey the Gray Tree Frog  

3/14—Hector the Ferret  

3/21—Sophie the Great Horned Owl 

3/28—People’s Choice! Last Wiggles of the season  

  

        TANGLEWOODSTOCK  
Sat. 5/19 from 7:00pm-11:00pm 
 
Live music, good food, the summer 
of love: revel in the festival vibes 
this May! Our annual fundraiser 
includes food, wine and beer, live 
music from a couple of groups, and 
really rockin’ silent auction items. 
(No live auctioneer would stand a 

chance against the guitars.)  Tickets go on sale in mid-January—check 
out our website, swing by the office, or call to purchase yours over the 
phone. Tickets are $50 per individual or $100 for a couple. 

days without water. Water has many 

other important contributions to life 

on Earth including helping to regulate 

temperature, it allows us to keep 

clean and decrease the spread of 

germs, and helps our economy by 

providing a place for shipping large 

goods long distances. This is by no 

means a comprehensive list of why 

we need water, but hopefully you get 

the idea. We can’t mess around when 

it comes to the health of our water. 

Well, we can, and we do, but we 

shouldn’t.. 

 

So what is wrong with our water on 

Earth, is it really in crisis? The 

answer is YES. Here are some facts 

about water from conserve-energy- 

future.com and 

waterbenefitshealth.com: 

 

Fact: Fifty percent of worldwide 

groundwater is unsuitable for 

drinking because of pollution. 

Bequests help  
protect habitat 

 

Name Tanglewood Nature 
Center a beneficiary:  
 in your will 
 of your life insurance or 

retirement plan 
 of your donor advised 

fund 
 
For more information on 
planned giving, please 
contact Deanna at 
soperd@stny.rr.com or  
607-732-6060 

Continued on next page. 



Have you ever heard of an axolotl? 
They are one of the most adorable 
amphibians I have ever seen! 
Imagine a water dragon without 
scales, dark marbled brown and 
black skin, “feathery” external gills 
that are unusually large with a hint 
of scarlet, a long thick tail, four-
fingered hands and five-toed feet. If 
you are thinking yuck, let me also 
share that this creature wears a 
smile naturally. If you have not had 
the pleasure of seeing one up close, 
come stop in for a visit! Recently, 
Greg Clark, a retired science 
teacher, gave us “Gillz”, a female 
axolotl.  
 
“Gillz” came to us as an adult, born 
in 2010. This cute critter plays such 
an important role as a species 
advocate - having this animal at 
Tanglewood allows us to spread 
awareness of the conservation 
issues and efforts that Ambystoma 
mexicanum is currently facing in the 
wild.  
 
The IUCN (International Union for 
the Conservation of Nature) 
categorizes flora and fauna based on 
their population size: a species 
population is ranked from least 

Fresh fruit and veggies, especially non-iceberg lettuce, / crickets, mealworms, and worms / guinea pig, 
chinchilla, hedgehog, and rabbit pellet foods / guinea pig vitamin c treats / chinchilla dust / cuttle bones / latex 
gloves, sponges, paper towels / Yesterday’s News litter, CareFRESH Natural bedding, old newspaper for 
bedding / heat pads and UVA/UVB bulbs 60-100 watts, drippers and misters for amphibians / gently used 
towels / old long pillowcases for snake transport / laundry detergent, dawn dishsoap, and mop heads / gift 
cards to Petco, PetSmart, Minier’s, grocery stores / generator for when we lose power and the animals want to 
be snuggly warm! 

 
 

 
Glue sticks, crayons and markers, water color and tempera paints / white and colored office paper and card 
stock / bottled water / paper towels / Kleenex / toilet paper / decaf and regular coffee / K cups / reusable K-cup 
filter / gift cards to Staple’s and Sam’s / napkins / plates / plastic silverwear / plastic wine glasses / serving 
dishes, bowls, and spoons / pole saw (new or gently used) / outdoor spray paint for marking trails (yellow, 
green, orange, pink, red, blue, purple, white)  

Curator’s Corner:  an axo-what-l?  

Wish List  

LAINE SEMPLER, CURATOR 

concern, near threatened, 
vulnerable, endangered, critically 
endangered, extinct in the wild, and 
lastly extinct.  
 
Our friend the axolotl is listed as 
Critically Endangered in the wild 
and their population is still 
decreasing. “Gillz” was captive 
bred as are most of the axolotls 
found in the pet trade, due to strict 
enforcement of the law. As a 
species, though, the wild population 
is very small. According to the 
IUCN, some of the major threats 
that are causing such damage on the 
species include desiccation and 
pollution to their natural habitat, 
increased tourism, and introduced 
invasive species.  
 
There is a crucial need for an action 
plan to save the wild axolotl from 
extinction. Most importantly, the 
IUCN states that there needs to be 
education and increased awareness 
about this species’ sensitivity to 
pollution, as well as huge 
restoration efforts in its remaining 
habitat range. Please spread the 
word about your newfound 
knowledge and come give our little 
friend a visit. Thank you!  

A N IMA LS  

B U ILD IN GS  &  E XH IB IT S  

Board & Staff Clean Water, continued 
Elaine Spacher, Executive Director  

 Fact: About 700 million people 

worldwide drink contaminated water. On 

average, 250 million people worldwide 

succumb to diseases related to water 

pollution, including 15 million children 

under the age of five who die each year 

because of diseases in drinking water. 

Fact: According to the WHO (World 

Health Organization) and United Nations 

Children Fund (UNICEF), around 2.5 

billion people do not have access to 

improved sanitation. 

Fact: Ground water in Bangladesh is 

contaminated with arsenic. Arsenic is very 

toxic, an acute poison and a carcinogen. 

Approximately 85% of the total area of 

Bangladesh has contaminated 

groundwater. 

Fact: In America, water quality reports 

indicate that 45% of U.S. streams, 47% of 

lakes, and 32% of bays are polluted. Every 

year almost 25% of U.S. beaches are 

closed at least once because of water 

pollution. 

Fact: The Mississippi River, which drains 

over 40 percent of the continental U.S., 

carries an estimated 1.5 million metric 

tons of nitrogen pollution into the Gulf of 

Mexico every year. This resulting 

pollution is the cause of a coastal dead 

zone the size of Massachusetts every 

summer. 

Fact: Over 1.2 trillion gallons of 

untreated sewage, groundwater, and 

industrial waste are discharged into U.S. 

waters annually. 

Fact: The U.N. estimates that by 2025, 48 

nations, with combined populations of 2.8 

billion, will face freshwater scarcity. 

Facts are sometimes scary, but we need 

to listen to them, not hide our heads in 

the sand.  

 

A big part of our mission here at 

Tanglewood is to teach youth (and adults) 

about environmental issues. But when 

someone asks us which issue we feel is 

the most important, that’s a hard question 

to answer. Water? Population control? 

Climate change? Habitat destruction? All 

of the above. That’s my answer.  

 

This is why Tanglewood is so 

important, and your support of us 

means so much. We teach people about 

pressing global issues, and we remind 

people that humans are a part of the 

solution as much as we are part of the 

problem. We teach that a clean healthy 

planet is critical to survival, and 

remediating global environmental issues, 

like polluted water, is truly in our hands. 

2018 BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Kintu Early, President 

Linda Hillman, Vice President 

Lauren Little, Treasurer 

Jim Emmick, Secretary 

 

William Bishop 

Michael Bono 

Bob Butcher 

Dean Butts 

Janet Chilson 

Charles Friend 

Frank Gudas 

Merrill Lynn 

Beverly Morrell 

Anthony Pagano 

Brice Pearce 

Patrick Poppleton 

Linda Roessler 

Duane Saxton 

Brandon Saylor 

Bonnifer Schweizer 

Corey Stilts 

Roger TenEyck 

 

STAFF 

Elaine Spacher, Executive Director 

Scott Jackson, Buildings and Grounds 

Ian McLaughlin, Naturalist/Educator 

Deanna O’Brian, Office Manager 

Laine Sempler, Curator, Educator, & Camp 

Director 

Bridget Sharry, Community Relations Manager 

Photo credit: NOAA  



Deretha Watterson 

Hot dogs for Haunted Happenings 

Tractor Supply, Horseheads 

Bird feeders, seed scoops, birdseed 

 

Thank you for the continued support of our 

Corporate Members! Please consider 

supporting the businesses that support us:  

 

Corporate Beaver $100-$149 

Bobby K Entertainment 

Martinec Building and Remodeling, LLC 

Mirion Technologies Corporation 

White Eagle Club 

 

Corporate Bobcat $150-$299 

Banfield Baker Corporation 

Elmira Savings Bank 

Finger Lakes Health Care 

Cameron Manufacturing & Design 

James D. Barrett Funeral Home 

McInerny Funeral Home 

Ray Jewelers 

Seneca Beverage Corporation 

 

Corporate Hawk $300-$499 

Wild Birds Unlimited 

 

Corporate Bear $500-$999 

Perry & Carroll, Inc. 

Home Veterinary Care 

 

Corporate Osprey $1,000-$1,999 

Chemung Canal Trust Company 

Cook Painting 

Simmons Rockwell Auto Plaza, Inc. 

 

Corporate Eagle $2,000 and more 

PS Graphic Design 

Southerntier Custom Fabricators, Inc.  

 

Featured Corporate Sponsors this issue:  

 

As of December 5th, 2017 

 

Individual—$30 

Julianne Baldwin 

Ryan Delgado 

Johnathan Kinney 

Gregory Martin 

Lynda Williams 

 

Teacher Family—$35 

Jamie Dauphinet 

Ben & Erin Perry 

 

Senior Family—$40 

Harold & Joyce Lefever 

Sheila Reed 

Ronald & Mary Tucker 

 

Family—$45 

Madelyn Adams 

Laura Alvarado 

Dan & Stacy Calkins 

Ambir Case 

Cynthia Demuth 

Melody Dichiara 

Rebecca Finch 

Laura Fleming 

Mandy Fleming 

Eugenia & Nick Gallagher 

Jacques Gates 

Catie Hatch 

Arati &Ameya Joshi 

Ashley Kline 

Lindsay Latham 

Rachelle Miller & Nate Lesstino 

Heather Malvica 

Gary & Lisa Mann 

Betty & Randy Morgan 

Amber Phillips 

Melissa & Greg Radcliffe 

Rebecca Rekczis 

Lori Romeo 

Sanaa Bagban & Babar Sharfuddin 

Karen Smith 

Emily & Brett Summerer 

Thomas & Heather Carmell-Taylor 

New 
Members & 
Donations 

Megan Tuttle 

Amanda Warrick 

Taylor Wilson 

Melissa Witt 

  

Goldfinch—$100-249 

John & Denise Collum 

 

New Corporate Beaver— $100-149 

Mustico Financial Group 

 

New Corporate Hawk—$300-499 

Lighthouse Liquors & Wines 

 

Continuing 1973 Patron Circle Members 

Steve Albertalli 

Dr. William & Ann Bishop 

Norma Brooks 

Dean & Janice Butts 

Joseph & Giuliana Calderone 

Duke & Wendy Carroll 

Janet & Brian Chilson 

Mary Muse & Kevin Coughlin 

Kintu & Yulonda Early 

Jim & Sharon Emmick 

Charles & Muriel Friend 

Frank & Linda Gudas 

Linda Hillman 

Jon & Donna Homuth 

Conrad Wolan & Kelly Hume 

Deborah & Donald Lauper 

Merrill & Lydia Lynn 

Rob McKinnon 

Janet & John McLaughlin 

Arthur & Beverly Morrell 

Brice Pearce 

Les & Bonnie Schweizer 

Paul & Lauren Schweizer 

Stuart & Lucy Schweizer 

Bebe Smith 

Raymond & Joan Thweatt 

Alan & Maria Winston 

 

Monetary Donations 

ABLE 2 

Curt & Virginia Albertalli 

Susan Baker-Olson 

Eileen Choi 

Jim & Lydia Eldridge 

Charles & Muriel Friend 

Janet Hanson 

Hatch Family 

C.R. Johnson 

Gregory and Joanna Martin 

Joseph & Nancy Meriwether 

Art & Bev Morrell 

Repsol Oil & Gas USA, LLC 

Charlotte Sanderson 

Eileen Smith 

Steven Smith 

Steve Stockton 

United Way of the Southern Tier  

 

Annual Appeal 

Gerald & Janiene Altilio 

Mike Bono 

Ellen Boyd 

Lynda Brand 

Dean & Linda Brooks 

Ruth Bruning 

Dean & Janice Butts 

Michael & Marianne Cain 

Joseph & Giuliana Calderone 

Duke & Wendy Carroll 

Francis Castner 

Brian & Janet Chilson 

Vinnie Collins 

Doug & Susan Cotton 

Jim & Sharon Emmick 

Tom & Marie Finnerty 

Judith Forrest 

Marianne Frei 

Barbara Friedman 

Mark & Sandra Gibson 

Lois Gridley 

Rich Gridley 

Jerry & Linda Haley 

Michael & Michelle Halperin 

James & Barbara Hassell 

Gene Herber 

Betsy Hilfiger 

Linda Hillman 

Jake & Kay Hover 

Ed & Laura Hunkele 

Ron Johnson 

Michelle Kudva 

Don & Deb Lauper 

Charles & Teresa Lockner 

Merrill & Lydia Lynn 

Paul Donnelly & Mary Nevin 

John & Janet McLaughlin 

Tom Miller 

Ann Millhollen 

Art & Bev Morrell 

Bill & Connie Morse 

Robert & Karen Petzke 

Martha Pierce 

Alan & Barbara Preucil 

Gaylen Raisler 

Lynette Rexford 

Hazel Robinson 

Kristina Sager 

Thomas & Patricia Santulli 

Stu & Lucy Schweizer 

Francis & Joan Scrocarelli 

John Sirianni 

Peter & Lynn Smith 

Nancy Spaulding 

Mike & Patty Stephens 

Margaret Streeter 

Martin Strong 

Connie & Louise Sullivan-Blum 

Robert Bellman & Ljerka Ukrainczyk 

John & Krista Updyke 

Arie & Clare van den Blink 

Rick & Jennifer VanBrunt 

Kirk & Barb Vieselmeyer 

Bill & Charlotte Winkky 

Donna Winsor 

Thomas & Stacy Witzel 

Joan Woloson 

Earl & Sally Wright 

Jay Schissell & Jeri Wall 

The White Eagle Club 

 

Giving Tuesday  

Dean & Janice Butts 

Todd Cesca 

Lori Crumb 

Claire Fleisher 

Lynn Gillie 

Frank & Linda Gudas 

Mary Johnson 

Mike Karnas 

Hannah Kolesar 

Allison Matusick 

Barbara McDowell 

Charles Mitchell 

Art & Bev Morrell 

Mary Anne Perks 

Steve Stockton 

Larry & Lynn Walz 

Norm & Margaret Ward 

 

Grants 

Chemung County Room Tax 

 

Haunted Happenings Sponsors 

Cameron Manufacturing & Design 

Chemung Supply Corporation 

Eaton Corporation 

Parker’s Landscaping 

 

Patron Circle Event Sponsors 

Dean Butts 

Golos Printing 

Frank Gudas 

Seneca Beverage 

Paul Schweizer 

 

Memoriams 

In Memory of Dr. Donald Brooks, Jr. 

Brett & Martha Olmstead 

In Memory of Curt Rumsey 

Paul & Julie Pacheco 

    

Gifts in Honor 

In Honor of John Slechta 

Chemung Valley Audubon 

Happy Birthday Callum! 

Mary Anne Perks 

 

In Kind Donations 

Ann Bishop 

Fresh carrots for the animals 

Barbara Bray 

Science and nature books, craft materials 

Jim Clark 

Borrowed his trailer to transport our tractor to 

the repair shop 

Sara Hurley 

Nature magazines, dish towels, party supplies 

John & Frances Juriga 

Mealworms for the amphibians 

Merrill & Lydia Lynn 

Decorative Halloween items 

Eve Montanarella 

Cat food donated at her birthday party 

Gaylen Raisler 

Soda 

Paul Schweizer 

Nature books 

Chris Smith 

Wooden desk, photo printer 

Lee Updyke 

Gift cards, animal food, supplies donated at his 

birthday party 

Norm & Margaret Ward  

New trail cam 

Larry & Lynn Walz 

Three batteries for our PCs and discs for 

backups 

 


