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Tanglewood Nature Center & Museum
443 Coleman Ave. Elmira NY 14903
Ph: 607-732-6060 Fax: 607-732-6210
Email: tanglewoodnc@stny.rr.com
Spring Break Camp:
April 25th through 29th

www.tanglewoodnaturecenter.com

Nature Center Hours of Operation:

Walk on the Wild Side: start your Tuesday-Friday 9am-4pm

spring right! This camp for kids
entering K-5 will embrace all that is
wild at Tanglewood, from the tops

Saturday 10am-4pm Tan leWOOd—

Trails open dawn-dusk 365 days/year
Nature Center and Museum

Summer Camp:

of the trees to deep in the dirt. Each ~ June 27th through September 2nd
day is a new theme. Campers will
enjoy crafts, games, hikes, and
meeting some of our animals.
Registration opens in January.

Yours to Explore

Nature Center Holiday Closures:
New Year’s Eve. New Year’'s Day, Memorial

The newsletter of Tanglewood

Jan-April 2016
Day, Independence Day, Labor Day, an-April

Kids entering K-5 will have endless Columbus Day, Thanksgiving Day,
fun in the sun all summer long.
Special camp for 5th-8th graders in
July. Brand new Pre-K half-day
camps! Learn more by reading our
camp catalog online. Registration

opens in February.

Christmas Eve and Christmas Day.

Learn more about summer
camp staff positions inside
this issue!

Registration for all camp sessions is online.
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

On December 1st, Tanglewood celebrated
Giving Tuesday for the first time. Giving
Tuesday is a national movement that brings
attention to the crucial work of nonprofits in
our communities, building on our
enthusiasm for post-Thanksgiving activities
like Black Friday and Cyber Monday. We
had a special goal—to bring home new
birds to our flock. Soon after our campaign
ended, we welcomed the new birds: two

mourning doves and a juvenile Cooper’s

Hawk. The generous donors who gave to
the Giving Tuesday bird fund were entered
to win the chance to name these newbies.
Deb Fennell chose the name Minerva for
our fierce young hawk—she’s called “Mini”

Cooper for short.

Like our other educational birds, Minerva
wouldn’t be able to survive in the wild
because of an imperfectly healed wing

injury. But she’ll thrive as an education

bird. The mourning doves won’t have to
work quite as hard for their keep... they’re
living in the lap of luxury in our songbird
aviary. There, they can safely teach
children to identify the species by being
able to see their markings and observe

their behavior up close.

So far, the birds are all settling in well, and
are waiting to become your new favorites

up on the hill. Come visit!
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Address

KINTU EARLY, PHD.

I can’t believe it’s already time to
look back at 2015 and start looking
forward to 2016. Maybe that’s
because last year at this time it
seemed we were already into the
deep freeze, and regularly clearing
snow from the driveway...
something I personally never look
forward to. I happily accept this
extended fall, as I’'m in no hurry to
close out an exciting year at
Tanglewood.

We officially opened the new
Lodge, which allowed us to expand
our summer camp offerings, and
have hosted weddings, birthdays
and other events. Even though
curator and camp director Laine
joined us in 2014, she experienced
her first round of summer camps
this year, and I’m sure the rest of
the staff would agree that you’re not
really a part of Tanglewood until
you’ve survived experienced a
summer camp cycle. On a sad note,
the Hemlock Wooly Adelgid survey
collaboration with the Nature
Conservancy showed that at least
90% of Hemlocks are infected — but
with part of our mission being
education, we’ll get to demonstrate

Photo credit: Gail Norwood

first-hand some of the options for
addressing the issue. We tried
something a little different at our dog-
friendly trail system (Personius
Woods) with the Woodland Wags fun
run with Chemung County SPCA, that
will hopefully become a new staple in
our programming. At Haunted
Happenings and the Zombie Run,
there was an expanded field that
included an unprecedented number of
younger runners, which was great to
see. We expanded our aviary space,
and more recently added new residents
to occupy that space —a Cooper’s
Hawk and Mourning Doves (and, no
they won’t all be in the same space).

Coming fresh off the Thanksgiving
Holiday, I can’t help but notice some
of the parallels for Tanglewood.

Every year I find myself looking at a
table full of food, trying to decide
what I can actually fit on my plate,
only to end the day surrounded by
friends and family, all of us wondering
“how did we empty that table?”” The
only difference is that at Tanglewood,
instead of turkey, stuffing and pies,
it’s education, animals and budgets.
We set and clear the Tanglewood table
the same way as the Thanksgiving
table — everyone brings a dish to pass,
and takes a plate of what they

like. The meal is filled with passing
everyone’s favorites while feverishly
transitioning from one course to the
next, enjoying the company around
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us. Afterwards we’re thankful to be
able to look back and see everyone fed
and happy.

In the end, Tanglewood only gets to
set the table with the tremendous
support from our friends and family,
and we can never express enough
thanks for that support. As we head
into 2016, it’s already time for us to
start setting this year’s menu. Please
let us know what you’d like to see on
the table for 2016. And don’t be afraid
to offer up a new dish to pass...
There’s never too many cooks in our
kitchen! Thanks for a great 2015, and
we can’t wait to cook up something
new for 2016!

Volunteer Casting Call

BRIDGET SHARRY

EDUCATION

March-June is our busy season! Educating over 18,000 kids a year doesn’t come easy to a small staff, and we

welcome you to join our passionate, energetic educators. Experience with children, animals, and biology/

chemistry/ecology preferred. Training on content and technique provided, including shadowing programs

taught by staff. Come get your hands dirty, your feet wet, and your smile on!

TRAILS & TECH

If you have mapping and design skills, and a working pair of legs, we need you! Our trail map for Personius

Woods is out-of-date and definitely out of style. Send help!

VIDEO

Feeling creative? Got a cool camera and nothing to shoot? We want to shoot, edit, and publish more videos of

Tanglewood in action — running on the trails, animals on the move, what lives in the ponds, and of course

education programs. Youtube and Vine are calling our name... if they’re calling yours, contact Bridget!

Winter Wiggles

Our free weekly pre-K Program
continues every Wednesday morning
(10-11am) through March. Each week
includes a nature story, coloring, and
learning about the animal featured in
the story—and kids will meet the
animal in real life!

Director.
12/30 Fluffy the Ball Python
1/6 Sally the Salamander
1/13 Shakes the Short-Tailed
Opossum
1/20 Lucy the Barred Owl
1/27 Big Bertha the Pacman Frog Sharry.
2/3 Mallow the Fancy Rat
2/10 Bernice the Sulcata Tortoise
2/17 Max the Chinchilla
2/24 Harriet the American Toad
3/2 Sophie the Great Horned Owl
3/9 Cinnamon the Bunny
3/16 Ferris the Ferret
3/23 Zoey the Leopard Gecko
3/30 Flufty the Ball Python

OWL HIKE Sat. 1/16 starts at 7:00pm with hot cocoa
Laine will guide you along our beautiful trails in search of our silent
flying friends. RSVP through our Events page on our website or call
to reserve your spot.

ANNUAL MEETING Sat. 1/30 from 1:00pm-3:00pm

Join us to celebrate our accomplishments in 2015. Julia Gillis will
speak on bird conservation. The Morse-Lynn-Brooks volunteer of the
year will be honored. Refreshments served.

WINTERFEST Sat. 2/14 from 9:00am-12:00pm

Pancakes with toppings galore. After breakfast, stay for a guided hike,
kid’s games and crafts, and bring your own sled! Syrup courtesy of
Glen Maple in Watkins Glen. For ticket prices, see website.

TANGLEWOOD HIGH PROM FUNDRAISER

Sat. 5/7 from 7:00-10:00pm

Get the prom you deserved the first time around, no matter the
decade. Good food, wine and beer, and spiked punch will spur you on
to win prizes: a dance-off by the decade (60s, 70s, 80s, 90s), best
costumes by the decade, and of course, the King and Queen. Tickets
are $100 for two guests.

Summer Employment

Tanglewood has four open positions for summer camp counselors.
Applicants must have passion for environmental education and
experience working with children. Head counselors must be 18+,
assistant counselors 16+ (18+ preferred). Must be available to work
June 29th-August 21st, plus two weeks of paid training prior to the first
week of camp. Applications are accepted on a rolling basis until
positions are full — please direct applications to Laine Sullivan, Camp

We are also accepting applications to our Counselor-in-Training
program. Interested applicants should be 14+ years old who are excited
to learn more about camp: leadership, education, and the environment.
Applications are due by May 15th to the CIT Coordinator, Bridget

Applications for Counselors and CITs can be found on our website.

Upcoming Events at Tanglewood!
Clear your calendars and get ready for
these festivities

EGGSTRAVAGANZA

Sat. 3/26 from 11:00am-12:00pm

Crafts for kids and an animal show featuring critters who
hatched out of eggs.

WILDERNESS SURVIVAL WORKSHOP

Sat. 5/21 from 10:00am-1:00pm

Filter water, build a fire, practice finding your way out of
the woods and learn to build a shelter among other sur-
vival skills. You’ll cook your own lunch during this
workshop. RSVP through our Events page on our website
or call to reserve your spot. $5 per person.

TANGLEFOOT TRAIL RUN
Sun. 6/19 starts at 10:00am
Your favorite Finger Lakes 10K/20K returns!

WILD EDIBLES WALK & INFUSIONS

Sat. 7/30 starts at 7:00pm

Learn to identify edible herbs, fruits, and more. Forage
for plants to steep your own herbal infusion at home.
Herbal olive oils will be available for sampling when we
get back from the walk. RSVP through our Events page
on our website or call to reserve your spot. $5 per person.
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Corner

LAINE SULLIVAN, CURATOR

As the weather in the Southern
Tier starts to get frigid and
frosty, we aren’t the only
animals putting on our winter
coats and surviving mother
nature’s harshest season. As you
walk through the museum and
out by the aviaries, you might
notice some critters are still
stirring. Rocky, our rock pigeon,
has been waddling about and
will stay active all winter. Others
to keep an eye out for when
hiking include grey squirrels, red
fox, shrews and voles, as well as
wild turkeys.

In the wild, barred owls like
Lucy will be listening intensely
to pinpoint, swoop in, and catch
their prey scurrying around
under the snow! The changing of
our climate and resulting more
frequent ice storms has caused
some concerns for owls. As the
snow gets a hard sheet of ice

ANIMALS

want to be snuggly warm!

atop of it, it acts as an impenetrable
barrier. This layer of ice causes
many birds of prey to become
emaciated. It is quite difficult for
these avian species to adapt and
often they can starve.

Another group of animals that stay
active are many of our non-
migratory songbirds. Take the
Black-capped chickadee for
example. A study by Cornell
University reports that these tiny
little birds must go through a mini-
hibernation every single night
during winter - called torpor - in
order to survive.

Photo credit: Gail Norwood

Torpor is defined as a body
response to cold temperatures and
low availability of food. The heart
rate slows, metabolism slows, body
temperature decreases, and
respiration rate slows. If these
chickadees did not go into torpor at
night, their metabolism would
cause them to burn more energy
than they can forage in a day!

Torpor is not only used by
songbirds: deer mice, skunks, and
raccoons use torpor hibernation to
survive.

So who hibernates or goes into
torpor for long periods of time at
the museum?

Luckily, all of our species at
Tanglewood Nature Center have
the luxury of a heated building to
keep them warm. If they didn’t,
you would notice Sunshine our
woodchuck, all of our reptiles, all
of our amphibians, and even our
fish would hibernate. Other species
known for hibernation are
chipmunks, box turtles, garter
snakes, and toads. But don’t worry,
they’ll be back in the spring!

Wish List /

Toys for the animals / dry and canned cat food / dry dog food / Yesterday’s News litter / chinchilla food, raisins, craisins, and almonds /
fresh fruit and veggies, especially non-iceberg lettuce, carrots, tomatoes, broccoli, berries, and melons / crickets, mealworms, and
worms / stainless steel food and water dishes / latex gloves, sponges, paper towels / reptile substrate / wire cages and bird cages / heat
lamps and bulbs / laundry detergent / gift cards to Petco, PetSmart, grocery stores / generator for when we lose power and the animals

White and colored office paper and card stock / bottled water / paper towels / Kleenex / toilet paper / decaf and regular coffee / K cups /
reusable K-cup filter / cream (dry or liquid in cups) / coffee cups / gift cards to Staple’s and Sam’s / commercial gas weed-eater (new or
gently used) / outdoor spray paint for marking trails (yellow, green, orange, pink, red, blue, purple, white) / trail camera to see just how

big that bear is who keeps visiting our bird feeders

FUNDRAISERS

Gift certificates to anywhere / napkins / plates / plastic silverwear / plastic wine glasses / serving dishes, bowls, and spoons

While doing all the other good work we do, Tanglewood has also been

working for the past 10 years on a grassland habitat restoration project.

Grassland Preservation

Elaine Spacher,
Executive Director

L

If you visit Tanglewood, you might think we are
focused on nature education, animals, museum
exhibits and hiking. We do all of these things, but
we also have other objectives. Part of our mission
is “to lead and support... preservation efforts in
our area.” We preserve our acreage for hiking
and education, while we manage our land to

maintain natural, diverse habitats.

Native northeast grasslands are ideally a large
area of grasses, flowers and herbs, sometimes
mixed very sparsely with hardwoods. We have
been working to return approximately 30 acres of
our grassland area back to less than 50% shrub
cover so that we are able to keep our grassland

birds nesting here.

The bird that inspired us is the Grasshopper
Sparrow, Ammodramus savannarum, a small
brown ground-nesting bird that is on the NY State
DEC Special Concern list (as it is in decline over
most of its NYS range). Threats to this sparrow’s

population in New York include loss of nests due
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to mowing of fields during the nesting season, the
use of pesticides, and the loss of grassland habitat
due to development or, in our case, plant
succession. Tanglewood has been lucky enough
to have Grasshopper Sparrows nesting in our
grasslands and we wanted to keep them, thus
when we noticed our grasslands being encroached
upon by shrubs a decade ago, we began our
habitat restoration project. We hoped to attract
other grassland birds that had historically nested
here, including Bob-o-Links and Eastern

Meadowlarks.

In 2005, we began tackling our invasive shrubs.
Autumn Olive was originally planted by many
farmers in the 1970’s to control erosion on hills.
Little did people know back then, this plant would
be a threat to native shrubs and grassland habitats.
We began with a small group of dedicated
volunteers by removing the large bushes, one at a
time, with chainsaws. In 2008, we received help
from the USFWS by way of a loan of a fabulous
piece of machinery that allowed us to mow down

the bushes quickly and efficiently. Within a week

Board & Staff

2016 BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Kintu Early, President

Linda Hillman, Vice President
Lauren Little, Treasurer

Frank Gudas, Secretary

Michael Bono
Don Brooks

Bob Butcher
Dean Butts
Janet Chilson
Jim Emmick
Jake Hover
Merrill Lynn
Beverly Morrell
Anthony Pagano
Linda Roessler
Duane Saxton
Bonnifer Schweizer
Paul Schweizer
Linn Smith
Corey Stilts
Roger TenEyck
Ray Thweatt

STAFF

Elaine Spacher, Executive Director

Rich Gridley, Buildings and Grounds

lan McLaughlin, Naturalist/Educator

Deanna O’Brian, Office Manager

Bridget Sharry, Community Relations Manager
Laine Sullivan, Curator, Educator, & Camp
Director

we had finished what took us several years to start

to make a dent in.

To maintain our grasslands, we are part of a
program called WHIP (Wildlife Habitat
Improvement Program) that is funded and
managed by the USDA Natural Resources
Conservation Service. We rotate mowing of our
fields over several years in order to provide the
most healthy growth for the grasses and habitat
for the nesting birds. The good news is,
Grasshopper Sparrows are still nesting here and
Bob-o-Links showed up in the spring of 2014 so
we know our hard work has been paying off. I
hope that you can visit our grasslands in spring
and summer, when the grasses and flowers are in
full bloom, the birds are singing, and all is right
with the world.



New
Members &
Donations

As of December 4th 2015

New Members
Individual—3$30
Alan Bontorno
Linda Billotte
Lynda Oakden
Curt Simmons
Tearany Skorusa
R.J. VanDerPoel

Senior—3$40

Louis & Elaine Caso

Steven Salsburg, MD & Mindy Elzufon
John & Rhoberta Vence

Family—8$45

Kelly Benjamin

Mike & Joy Bliler

Christa Calkins

Soscha Christofaro
Andrew & Noelle Currier
Ben Hager

Dana Hakes

Megun Hill

Rachel Knapp

Cindy Lewis-Black

Jesse & Lauren Little
Brian & Keri McDonnell
James & Jaime Millhollen
Les Reimsnyder

David & Cassie Seymour
Lori Vannordstrand
Christopher & Tami Welsh
Charles & Amber White
Ezra & Sharla Yarnell

Hummingbird—360
Jennifer Fais & Noel Sylvester
Ken Sobel & Amy White

Goldfinch—3$100-249
Beth Bentley & Edward Daugherty
Bill & Lee Fischer

Lawrence Marks

New Corporate Members
Corporate Bear—$500

Seneca Beverage

Continuing Patron Circle Members

1973 Patron Circle
Steve Albertalli

Bill & Ann Bishop
Don & Norma Brooks
Dean & Janice Butts
Duke & Wendy Carroll
Brian & Janet Chilson

Marie McKee & Robert Cole Jr.

Mary Muse & Kevin Coughlin
Charles & Trudy Craig
Kintu & Yulonda Early
Jim & Sharon Emmick
Charles & Muriel Friend
Frank & Linda Gudas
Linda Hillman

Jon & Donna Homuth
Don & Deb Lauper

Rob McKinnon

John & Janet McLaughlin
Art & Bev Morrell

Bill & Connie Morse
Martin Palumbos

Paul & Lauren Schwiezer
Art & Bebe Smith

Ray & Joan Thweatt

Memoriams

In Memory of Dr. John Forrest
Thomas & Carol Abderhalden
Albert & Deborah Ash

Nancy Barringer

Elizabeth Boice

Don & Norma Brooks

Joseph & Giuliana Calderone
Frances Bruce Crew

Charles & Muriel Friend
Charlie & Lori Friend

Frank & Linda Gudas
Wynnvan Holleran

Jon & Donna Homuth
Barbara Hull

Casey Johnson

Terrace Johnson

Greg & Sally Mann

James & Jane Marshall

Trudy & Sonny Matteson

Ralph & Carolyn Moore
Darlene Munroe

Joe & Patricia Page

Patty Page

Alan & Barb Preucil
Ronald & Nancy Rehner
Stephen Roe

John & Elaine Rogers

Judy Roy

Katie Skordynski

Robert Siliciano, MD

Jerald & Myra Stemerman
Charles & Margaret Streeter
Marilynn Sullivan

David & Janet Webb

Arnot Health Medical Staff
Christ Church Day Care
Elm Chevrolet

Elmira City Court Staff
Faxton Saint Lukes Maternity Department

In Honor of Elise Monichetti’s Birthday
John & Michelle Lomozik

Merry Christmas to Roberta Hoffman
Ron & Laurel Gabel

In Honor of John & Janet McLaughlin
William & Mary Anne Perks

In Honor of Joseph & Giuliana Calderone
Barbara Hull

Monetary Donations

Sean Barrett

Betsy Hilfiger

Horseheads Kiwanis Club
Joseph & Kathleen Lucke
Merrill & Lydia Lynn
Joseph & Nancy Meriwether
R.J. VanDerPoel

Yarnell Family

Haunted Happenings Sponsors
Chemung Canal Trust Company
Chemung Supply Corporation
Chemung Valley Veterinary Clinic PC
Corning Credit Union

Charles & Trudy Craig

Animal Sponsor
Gail Norwood

In Kind Donations

Gail Bartlett

Large stainless steel macaw bird cage
Duke & Wendy Carroll

Pens, silverware, stationary, stickers, soap
Gerry and Carolym Caruso

Nature books

Daniel Cumming

Carrots

Dalrymple Gravel

Crusher run

Julie Delgrosso

Owl earrings

Frank & Linda Gudas

Nature magazines

Reinhard & Evelyn Krause

Canon printer

Merrill & Lydia Lynn

Subscription to NatGeo Kids and Tanglewood
pens

Mike Mason

Animal cage, exercise wheel, and food dish
John McLaughlin

Books to give away

Gail Norwood

Hand soap

Mrs. O’Brien

Picture of a raccoon

Evan Parker

Bird food and gift cards from his birthday party
Joan Parsons

Tea for the gift shop

Linda Roessler

Purses, hat, and neckwarmer for Haunted
Happenings

Les & Bonnie Schweizer

Animal crate, maple syrup, new vacuum cleaner
Larry & Lynn Walz

Microsoft Office and all expertise

Diana Warham

Turtle shells

Ethan Yarnell

Gift cards from his birthday party

Annual Appeal

Tedd & Carol Arnold
Chad & Jennifer Batzing
Mike Bono

Matthew & Anne Brand
Dean & Linda Brooks
Ruth Bruning

Robert & Marie Butcher

Dean & Janice Butts

Michael & Marianne Cain
Duke & Wendy Carroll

Joy Casciotti

Brian & Janet Chilson
Matthew Collins

Vincent Collins

Judith Forrest

Gerhard Escher & Marianne Frei
Barbara Friedman

Mark & Sandra Gibson

Jerry & Linda Haley

Michael & Michelle Halperin
Linda Hillman

Jake & Kay Hover

Robert Huddle, Sr.

Barbara Hull

Jan Kather

Lee Kiesling

Vincent & Colleen LaDelia
Don & Deb Lauper

Charles & Teresa Lockner
Merrill & Lydia Lynn
Malcolm & Virginia Marsden
Barbara McDowell

John & Janet McLaughlin
Charles & Arlene McMahon
Deanna Middaugh

Ann Millhollen

Art & Bev Morrell

Bill & Susanne Neidich

Paul Donnelly & Mary Nevin

Nicholas Borrelli & Kaye Newbury

Gail Norwood

Emma Novotny

Timothy & Marianne Park
Robert Petzke

Michael & Linda Pratt
Lynette Rexford

Jack & Joan Russen

Jeri Wall & Jay Schissel
Brett & Anne Shelton
Jerry & Mary Sills

John & Karen Slechta
Peter & Lynn Smith

Art & Bebe Smith

Nancy Spaulding

Michael & Patricia Stephens
Martin Strong

Alice Thompson

Ann Thorner

Virginia Tilden

Ronald & Erica Verkleeren
Kirk & Barbara Vieselmeyer
Richard & Diane Wilbur
Thomas & Shirley Wingert, Sr.
William & Charlotte Winkky
Thomas & Stacy Witzel

Joan Woloson

Earl & Sally Wright

Mclnerny Funeral Home

Perry & Carroll

Giving Tuesday Donations
Jane & Howard Adamy
Linda Doane

Kintu & Yulonda Early
Tom & Deb Fennell

Avalin Kate Gardner-Brown
Linda Hillman

Sylvia Jones

David Jones

John & Janet McLaughlin

Lynette Rexford
Peter & Mary Rocchi

ARE YOU FOLLOWING US ONLINE?

For different perspectives and breaking news on
what’s happening up here on the hill, follow
Tanglewood on our social media and website!

www.tanglewoodnaturecenter.com
www.facebook.com/tanglewoodnaturecenter
@tanglewoodnc

THE NUTHATCH GIFT SHOP

Open anytime the Nature Center is open, you can
pick up a variety of gifts for yourself and your
family! Field guides, stuffed animals, and artwork
available. Members get 20% off.

ARTWORK SPOTLIGHT

If you enjoyed this issue’s photos of Sophie, the
chickadees, the bobolinks and the juvenile
bluebird (above), thank Gail Norwood for sharing
her talents! You can buy notecards with her pastel
work featuring a variety of birds at our Nuthatch
Gift Shop.



