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For the past few years there has been a 

program that has changed my life. It all 

started when my coworker Emily decided to 

step away from doing after-school 

programming. To be honest, it looked like a 

lot of work watching her drive out with 

animals and teaching materials every week. 

Not once a month, not when she felt like it, 

but a commitment every single week. I  was 

curious what had driven Emily to put so 

much time into one program. I reluctantly 

took over , planning out my theme for each 

week, trying to comprehend Emily’s 

whirlwind of ideas and goals, and I took a 

deep breath.  Over the past four years, I 

have taught at-risk youth, mostly urban, 

about the importance of nature, animals, 

and gardening. They in turn have taught 

me about their cultures, their senses of 

humor, and above all else, more about life.  

>> CONT. PAGE TWO 

I thought to myself, I guess I’m ready.  

I had no idea.  

“ 

” 

Spring Break Camp:  

March 30th through April 3rd 

 

Walk on the Wild Side: start your 

spring right! This camp for kids 

entering K-5 will embrace all that is 

wild at Tanglewood, from the tops 

of the trees to deep in the dirt. Each 

day is a new theme. Campers will 

enjoy crafts, games, hikes, and 

meeting some of our animals.  

Registration opens in January. 

 

Learn more about summer 
camp staff positions inside 
this issue! 

Summer Camp:  

June 29th through September 4th 

 

Different camp theme each week, 

no repeats at all! Kids entering K-5 

will have endless fun in the sun all 

summer long. Special camp for 6th-

8th graders in August. Learn more 

by reading our camp catalog online. 

Registration opens in February. 

Registration for all camp sessions is online 

Tanglewood Nature Center & Museum 

443 Coleman Ave. Elmira NY 14903 

Ph: 607-732-6060  Fax: 607-732-6210 

Email: tanglewoodnc@stny.rr.com 

www.tanglewoodnaturecenter.com 

 

Nature Center Hours of Operation: 

Tuesday-Friday 9am-4pm 

Saturday 10am-4pm 

Trails open dawn-dusk 365 days/year 

 

Nature Center Holiday Closures:  

New Year’s Eve. New Year’s Day, Memorial 

Day, Independence Day, Labor Day, 

Columbus Day, Thanksgiving Day, 

Christmas Eve and Christmas Day. 

 

Contact Us: Camp: yours to  
explore in spring & 
summer 

443  Coleman Avenue  El mi ra ,  NY 14903  

 

RETURN  SERVICE  REQUESTED 

Changing lives, 
yours and ours 

How an after-school program has inspired 

our resident Naturalist, Ian McLaughlin 

Non-Pro f i t  Org.  

US Postage 

PAID 

E lmi ra ,  NY 

Permi t  #161 

Talk 
The newsletter of Tanglewood 

IAN MCLAUGHLIN 

Tanglewood 



I’ve learned about life from a perspective that I 

never saw before. A life I  never had to see. 

People I never rubbed elbows with. People  

who have incredible spirit and joy, even 

without some of the spoils that many take for 

granted.  

 

I only see them once a week for an hour, but I 

would like to vibe out and spend more time 

together. I’ve begun working on project to 

give this community something I had always 

wanted for myself: a professional way to 

express art. Grant-writing isn’t easy and it isn’t  

as fun as learning with my after-school 

community, but I find it rewarding to try and 

raise the funds in order to get a recording 

studio and professional musical gear for this 

group. I can’t wait to see what they’ll create. 

They have already given me the greatest gifts I 

could have ever wished for.  

 

Love to all of the struggling families, children, 

and adults in the Twin Tiers. You are beautiful 

just the way you are, and know that I 

appreciate everything you have given to the 

arts, music, and culture that make this country 

great. 

March-June is our busy season! Educating over 18,000 kids a year doesn’t come easy to a small staff, and 

we welcome you to join our passionate, energetic educators. Experience with children, animals, and biolo-

gy/chemistry/ecology preferred. Training on content and technique provided, including shadowing programs 

taught by staff. Come get your hands dirty, your feet wet, and your smile on!  

 

 

If you have mapping and design skills, and a working pair of legs, we need you! Our trail map for Personius 

Woods is out –of-date and definitely out of style. Send help! 

 

 

 

Feeling creative? Got a cool camera and nothing to shoot? We want to shoot, edit, and publish more videos 

of Tanglewood in action— action on the trails, animals on the move, what lives in the ponds, and of course 

education programs. Youtube and Vine are calling our name… if they’re calling yours, contact Bridget! 

Changing 
Lives 

Volunteer Casting Call  

>> CONT. FROM PAGE ONE 

 

 

I can’t predict what the weather will be like as 

you read this, but I’m writing following a 

beautiful Thanksgiving weekend, which would 

make it disingenuous for me to go on about the 

grandeur of s snow-covered Tanglewood. (True, 

but disingenuous in November.) It is easy to use 

the holiday season to talk about all the ways we 

should be thankful for Tanglewood, but I’m going 

to take that theme in a more personal direction. I 

was fortunate to spend another Thanksgiving with 

my 106 year old great aunt in the foothills of the 

Blue Ridge Mountains of Virginia. In her 

lifetime, she’s witnessed society’s relationship 

with nature evolve from something to be 

tolerated, then to be controlled, and later to be 

pushed aside in the name of industrial progress. 

As we looked out the window of a home she’s 

lived in for over 80 years, she bemoaned the sense 

that the youth of today (which, relative to 106, is 

pretty much everyone) may never know the 

beauty of unspoiled nature. As a woman who 

spent her life as a school teacher, she was thrilled 

to hear about how Tanglewood is not only 

preserving nature, but also doing so much to 

educate youth about nature. While she’ll likely 

never see Tanglewood in its wintry splendor, you 

probably can — and I certainly hope you’ll take 

the opportunity to do so. 

E DU CA T IO N  

T RA ILS  &  T E C H  

V IDE O   

President’s Address 

KINTU EARLY, PHD. 

BRIDGET SHARRY 

TIS THE SEASON! 
Between Thanksgiving and 
Valentine’s Day is the peak 
season for engagements. If 
you and your fiancé are 
looking for a natural, intimate, 
and environmentally friendly 
venue for your wedding:  
 
1) CONGRATULATIONS! 
2) Consider our beautiful 

new Lodge or our        
spacious Nature Center 
for your celebration 

 
You can also rent our 
grounds by the pavilion and 
the pond if you prefer an all-
outdoor event. Between the 
rolling hills and wooded 
landscape outside, and the 
warm wood interior with huge 
windows and two cozy stoves 
in the Lodge, we have room 
for festivities all year round.  
 
We welcome family reunions, 
corporate meetings, and a 
wide variety of events.  
 
If you are interested in 
learning more about events 
and rentals at Tanglewood, 
please contact Bridget, our 
Community Relations 
Manager. 

Weddings & 
Event Rentals 

Upcoming Events at Tanglewood! Cl ear  you r  

calendars and get ready for these festivit ies  

Our free weekly pre-K Program continues every 

Wednesday morning (10-11am) through March. 

Each week includes a nature story, coloring, and 

learning about the animal featured in the story—

and kids will meet the animal in real life!  

 

1/7 The Sleepy Tortoise 

1/14 The Sleepy Millipede 

1/21 and 1/28 will not have a Wiggles program, 

as our Nature Center will be closed for the last 

two weeks in January for maintenance.  

2/4 The Sleepy Groundhog 

2/11 The Wide Awake Owl 

2/18 The Sleepy Salamander 

2/25 The Wide Awake Chinchilla 

3/4 The Wide Awake Bunny 

3/11 The Sleepy Wood Turtle 

3/18 The Wide Awake Gecko 

3/25 Last Wiggles of the year! Please bring a 

healthy dish to pass. We will provide coffee and 

hot chocolate. Your kids will be able to choose 

some of their favorite animals from the past few 

months to see again!  

You may have heard whispers (or barks) of a 

collaboration between Chemung County  SPCA 

and Tanglewood. Get excited, canine hikers! 

Since Personius Woods, our dog-friendly trail 

system, is just minutes away from the SPCA, 

we’re designating a trail for their volunteers to 

use for dog-walking. The “Woodland Wags” trail 

will provide exercise, stimulation, and a breath of 

fresh air for the adoptable animals and for the 

volunteers. As Kelli, the Volunteer Coordinator at 

CSPCA says, “We all just need to get out of 

Dodge sometimes!” The trail will also be a place 

for the public to encounter adoptable pets in a 

setting where they are comfortable and engaged; 

sometimes a first impression in the kennel isn’t 

the best one, but in the woods, the animals and the 

potential adopters can both feel at ease.  

 

As a reminder, trails are open dawn to dusk, and 

your canine companions are expected to be on-

leash. Please carry-in and carry-out any waste or 

garbage from your hiking. And enjoy!  

Woodland Wags Winter Wiggles 

WINTERFEST  Sat. 2/21 from  9am–12pm 

Warm up with delicious pancakes and a toppings buffet. Indoor games, 

animal show, arts and crafts included. Bring your own sled and make a 

snowman!  

 

BASEMENT ART SALE  Sat. 3/14 from 10:30am-2pm 

We're clearing out the many vintage scientific posters and prints we've 

accumulated over the years, including Audubon and Ray Harm prints. 

Nature lovers and vintage junkies welcome!  

 

 

 

ROARING 20s CASINO and SPEAKEASY    

Sat.  4/25 from 7-11pm 

Flappers, mobsters, and those who just enjoy a good Old Fashioned 

party are invited. Raise a toast in your cloche amidst Art Deco and jazz, 

win big at the tables and take a spin on the Wheel of Sin, and sneak on 

down to our Prohibition-defying Speakeasy for a taste of a ragtime, 

goodtime era. Tickets sold in advance and at the door: $35/1 or $60/2. 

IAN MCLAUGHLIN 



We recently welcomed a new 

animal to Tanglewood! The 

woodchuck, named Sunshine, came 

from Helmer Nature Center in 

Rochester NY. When Helmer was 

unfortunately closed, they asked if 

we could take in Sunshine and we 

gladly accepted. Sunshine was 

brought to Helmer as an eight week 

old woodchuck. He was caught in a 

trap with his siblings and deemed 

non-releasable due to neurological 

issues. He is currently 18 months 

old and will turn two in May. When 

he was delivered to us, he was a bit 

overweight. The staff at Helmer  

had thoughtfully fattened him up for 

his first hibernation, but he decided 

hibernation wasn’t his thing. 

Usually woodchucks will gorge 

themselves all summer long to put 

on an extra 10 lbs. for winter—

almost all of this is lost during deep 

hibernation. Since Sunshine didn’t 

Dry and canned cat food / dry dog food / Yesterday’s News litter / chinchilla food, raisins, craisins, and almonds / peanuts, treats, and 

toys for parrots / fresh fruit and veggies, especially non-iceberg lettuce, carrots, tomatoes, broccoli, berries, and melons / crickets, 

mealworms, and worms / latex gloves, sponges, paper towels / reptile substrate / heat lamps and bulbs / laundry detergent / gift cards to 

Petco, PetSmart, grocery stores / generator for when we lose power and the animals want to be snuggly warm! 

 

 

White and colored office paper and card stock / bottled water / paper towels / Kleenex / toilet paper / decaf and regular coffee / K cups / 

reusable K-cup filter / coffee cups / gift cards to Staple’s and Sam’s / commercial gas weed-eater (new or gently used) / outdoor spray 

paint for marking trails (yellow, green, orange, pink, red, blue, purple, white) 

 

 

 

Gift certificates to anywhere / napkins / plates / plastic silverwear / plastic wine glasses 

Animal  
Additions 

Wish List  

KIM WOOD, CURATOR 

hibernate (which is okay for 

woodchucks in captivity) he was 

holding on to some extra baggage and 

arrived at Tanglewood at a whopping 

18 lbs! He has since been on a diet of 

mainly leafy greens and has slimmed 

down. If Sunshine were living in the 

wild, during hibernation his body 

temperature would drop from about 

97°F to 34°F, his breathing would 

slow to approximately one breath 

every six minutes, and his heart would 

only beat four times per minute — 

incredible!  

 

Come in and say hello to Sunshine, 

who is living near his mammalian 

friends Eddie the Virginia opossum 

and Chia the chinchilla, and admire 

Sunshine’s glorious new habitat, 

which was generously constructed by 

longtime volunteer Geoff Heywood.  

Tanglewood has four open positions 

for summer camp counselors. 

Applicants must be 16+ (18+ 

preferred) who have passion for 

environmental education and 

experience working with children. 

Must be available to work June 29th-

August 21st, plus two weeks of paid 

training prior to the first week of 

camp. Applications are accepted on a 

rolling basis until positions are full — 

please direct applications to Kim 

Wood, Camp Director.  

 

We are also accepting applications to 

our new Counselor-in-Training 

program. Interested applicants should 

be 14+ years old who are excited to 

learn more about camp: leadership, 

education, and the environment. 

Applications are due by May 15th to 

the CIT Coordinator, Bridget Sharry.  

 

Applications for Counselors and CITs 

can be found on our website.  

A N IMA LS  

B U ILD IN GS  

FU ND RA IS E RS  

Summer 
Employment 

2015 BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Kintu Early, President 

Linda Hillman, Vice President 

Lauren Little, Treasurer 

Kevin Orvek, Secretary 

Michael Bono 

Don Brooks 

Bob Butcher 

Dean Butts 

Janet Chilson 

Jim Emmick 

Jake Hover 

Deb Lauper 

Merrill Lynn 

Beverly Morrell 

Lewis. W. Morse, Jr. 

Anthony Pagano 

Linda Roessler 

Duane Saxton 

Bonnifer Schweizer 

Paul Schweizer 

Corey Stilts 

Roger TenEyck 

Ray Thweatt 

 

STAFF 

Elaine Farwell, Executive Director 

Rich Gridley, Buildings and Grounds 

Ian McLaughlin, Naturalist/Educator 

Deanna O’Brian, Office Manager 

Bridget Sharry, Community Relations Manager 

Kim Wood, Curator, Educator, & Camp Director 

 

Board & Staff 

Celebrate Solar!  
Elaine Farwell,   

Executive Director 

This was not optional. Th i s  i s  w ho  w e ar e 

and what we believe in as an organization.  

With the help of George Denmark and crew at Twin 

Tiers Solar and Wind, Tanglewood has another 

renewable energy component: an array of 36 solar 

panels on the roof of the Lodge. 

The panels will harness energy from the sun, even 

on cloudy days. And what isn’t used in the Lodge 

(our new 2,000 square foot education and rental 

facility)  will feed back into the Nature Center or 

into the grid. Mr. Denmark, Vinnie Poole, and 

Ryan Swartz visited our Facilities Committee on 

December 17th and brought us some good news 

about the expected performance of Tanglewood’s 

solar.  

 

They are confident that the black, self-washing 

solar modules will not only cover all the 

electricity use in the new building, but will also 

help with electric at the main facility. The 9.5 kW 

array is estimated to produce 10,453 kWh/year at 

an estimated savings of $1,465/yr. 

 

 For comparison, a 7.5 kW array (smaller than 

ours) saves enough CO2 over 25 years — equal to 

not burning 50 tons of coal, not driving 230,00 

miles, or more positively, planting 2,680 trees.  

 

We aren’t alone. Solar panels are popping up all 

over the Northeast. Around the same time our 36 

panels were installed, the Lincoln Center’s Rose 

Building, home of the Juilliard School, had their 

own 36 panels installed. We are excited to be in 

good company adding solar to our existing 

geothermal technology. Additionally, we will use 

solar as an educational tool; please feel free to 

visit the Lodge to observe, in real time via large 

monitors, the solar panels’ energy transforming 

capacity.  

 

Twin Tiers Solar and Wind has also agreed to run 

a promotion to get more solar in our area. For any 

business or residential customers who purchase 

and install a system and mention Tanglewood, the 

customer will receive a $200 discount and Twin 

Tier Solar and Wind will donate an additional 

$200 to us. That, along with NYSERDA’s 

generous incentives and state and federal tax 

breaks, makes solar a no-brainer! 

 

Come celebrate solar, and Tanglewood’s very 

busy and successful year, at our Annual Meeting 

on Saturday January 31st 2015 from 2-4 PM.  

$10 donations accepted, appetizers and drinks 

served. There will also be a champagne toast to 

the community who have made the Lodge a 

reality.  



New Members 

Individual 

Judith Gooding 

Tomeesha Haller 

Marie Lawrence 

 

Family 

Jody & Lucio Battisti 

Geneva Ballard 

Carl Vallely & Barbara Bramrigg 

Morgan Buck 

John  & Antoinette Cantrell 

Ted & Lynn Dates 

Joseph & Amy Dewing 

Nate  & Kelly Eldridge 

Daniel & Anne Keys 

Laura Kluge 

Darlene Marino 

Angela Rockwell 

Ben & Allison Williams 

 

Hummingbird 

Tom & Christy Chapman 

 

Goldfinch 

Jim & Lydia Eldridge 

Richard & Maria Terry 

 

Continuing Patron Circle and Corporate 

Sponsors 

 

1973 Patron Circle 

Steve Albertalli 

Bill & Ann Bishop 

Don & Normal Brooks 

Dean & Janice Butts 

Duke & Wendy Carroll 

Brian & Janet Chilson 

Marie McKee & Robert Cole Jr.  

Mary Muse & Kevin Coughlin 

Charles & Trudy Craig 

Kintu & Yulonda Early 

Jim & Sharon Emmick 

Members & 
Donations 

Charles & Muriel Friend 

Frank & Linda Gudas 

Linda Hillman 

Don & Deb Lauper 

Rob McKinnon 

John & Janet McLaughlin 

Art & Bev Morrell 

Bill & Connie Morse 

Martin Palumbos 

Paul & Lauren Schwiezer 

Art & Bebe Smith 

Ray & Tweatt 

 

Corporate Beaver 

Bobby K Entertainment 

Chemung Valley Veterinary Clinic, PC 

Maple Valley Farm Market 

Martinec Building & Remodeling, LLC 

Mirion Technologies Corporation 

Ray Jewelers 

Surface Finish Technologies, Inc.  

 

Corporate Bobcat 

Banfield Baker Corporation 

Corning Bike Works 

Elmira Savings Bank 

First Transit, Inc.  

Gerould’s Professional Pharmacy 

Hale Contracting, Inc.  

Hunt Engineers 

James D. Barrett Funeral Home 

 

Corporate Hawk 

Lighthouse Liquors & Wines of Southport, LLC 

Southern Tier Hardware 

Wild Birds Unlimited 

 

Corporate Bear 

Chemung Supply Corporation 

Perry & Carroll, Inc.  

Varga Home Veterinary Care 

 

Corporate Osprey 

Chemung Canal Trust Company 

Corning Inc. Science and Technology Division 

Fennell Industries, LLC 

John Cook Painting 

Summons Rockwell Auto Plaza, Inc.  

 

Corporate Eagle 

PS Graphic Design 

Memoriams 

 

In Memory of Phil Patchett 

Linda Hillman 

Gary & Carol Packard 

 

In Memory of Michael and Marion Buffalin 

Bruce & Joan Haskell 

Lisa Chinnici 

Ed & Mary McGarrell 

Patti Kerber 

James & Carol Brady 

Stacy Javorowsky 

Laura Shipley 

Joanne Luke 

Robert & Jane Wolff 

The Panorama Pediatric Group 

 

In Memory of Dan Larrea 

Lee Gernet Larrea 

 

Bench in Memory of Dr. Adrian Hulsebosch 

Jessica Hulsebosch Fund, administered by 

Community Foundation of Elmira-Corning and 

the Finger Lakes, Inc 

 

In Honor of Luka Vlasic’s Birthday 

Kevin & Kathy Pruyne 

David & Kahtryn Rayne 

 

Merry Christmas to Jospeh & Giuliana 

Calderone!  

Barbara Hull 

 

Merry Christmas to Frank & Linda Gudas!  

Barbara Hull 

 

Monetary Donations 

Matthew Collins 

Bernadette Gordon Dahlam 

Lydia Lynn and the Senior Exercise Class 

Gaylen Raisler 

Sister Cities Association of Corning 

Debra Todd 

 

Lodge Sponsors 

Alan Angell & Beth Dollinger 

Dean & Janice Butts 

Joseph & Giuliana Calderone 

Duke & Wendy Carroll 

Gerry & Carolyn Caruso 

Lawrence & Madeline Dolkard 

Jan & Carol Eberhard 

Charles & Muriel Friend 

Mark & Sandy Gibson 

John & Ellie Gough 

Lois Gridley 

Frank & Linda Gudas 

Linda Hillman 

Jon & Donna Homuth 

Robert Huddle, Sr.  

Barbara Hull 

Robert & Maribeth Lambert 

Merrill & Lydia Lynn 

Rob McKinnon 

Perry & Carroll 

Willian Schweizer 

Stu & Lucy Schweizer 

Paul & Lauren Schweizer 

Usha & Mahendra Shah 

John & Karen Slechta 

Greg & Connie Stickler 

Kirk & Barbara Vieselmeyer 

David & Janet Webb 

Perry & Carroll 

 

In Kind Donations 

 

Sabian Cacala 

Iams and Friskies cat food 

Lydia Lynn 

Handmade scarf for the Haunted Happenings 

raffle 

Merrill Lynn 

Pewter thumbtacks, magazines, and gloves 

John McLaughlin 

Snow Leopard books to give away in the gift shop 

Gail Norwood 

Sticky notes 

Brendon O’Brien 

A variety of animal food for his birthday! 

Jake Oparel 

Plywood and concrete work for a memorial bench 

Dorothy Sheckler 

Heating light for Paco 

John Slechta 

Honey for the gift shop and honey comb for 

education 

Larry & Lynn Walz 

Battery for our phone system 

Annual Appeal 

 

Tom & Carol Abderhalden 

Chad & Jen Batzing 

Ellen Boyd 

Ruth Bruning  

Michael & Marianne Cain 

Duke & Wendy Carroll 

Vinnie Collins 

Douglas & Susan Cotton 

Dough & Linda Couchon 

Charles & Trudy Craig 

Ted & Lynn Dates 

Mark & Julie Delgroso 

Lawrence & Madeline Dolkart 

John & Judith Forrest 

Marianne Frei 

Barbara Friedman 

Marion Gordon 

Lois Gridley 

Jerry & Linda Haley 

Michael & Michelle Halperin 

Gene Herber 

Betsy Hilfiger 

Ed & Laura Hunkele 

Todd Egan & Jennifer Meekins  

Jay Schissel & Jeri Wall 

Marilynn Jones 

Lee Kiesling 

Don & Deb Lauper 

Robert Bellman & Ljerka Ukrainczyk 

Paul Donnelly & Mary Nevin 

Barbara McDowell 

John & Janet McLaughlin 

Ann Millhollen 

Art & Bev Morrell 

Paul & Elizabeth Morss 

Jim & Brenda Norris 

Emma Novotny 

Sally Nucero 

David & Michelle Pastel 

Matthew & Joy Perry 

Robert & Karen Petzke 

Michael & Linda Pratt 

George & Linda Slobodnyak 

Peter & Lynn Smith 

Marc & Shannon Stemerman 

Charlie & Peggy Streeter 

Marty Strong 

George & Jean Strothman 

ARE YOU FOLLOWING US 

ONLINE? 

 

For different perspectives and 

breaking news on what’s happening 

up here on the hill, follow 

Tanglewood on our social media 

and website! 

 

www.tanglewoodnaturecenter.com 

(our website hosts our blog, too!) 

 

We are on facebook and twitter, 

where you’re more likely to get your 

cute animal photo fix, weather 

closure updates, and up-to-the-

minute info on our shenanigans: 

 

www.facebook.com/

tanglewoodnaturecenter 

@tanglewoodnc 

 

 

 

THE NUTHATCH GIFT SHOP 

Open anytime the Nature Center is 

open, you can pick up a variety of 

gifts for yourself and your family! 

Field guides, stuffed animals, and 

artwork available. Members get 

20% off.  

 

Richard Terry 

Michael & Amy Timofeeff 

Ron & Erica Verkleeren 

Robert Walsh 

James & Kristine West 

William & Charlotte Winkky 

Earl & Sally Wright 

McInerny Funeral Home 

Perry & Carroll 

Bright Ideas by Martinec 

Bobby K Entertainment 


