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Curating at Tanglewood is like caring 
for a family. If we run out of food, I 
need to go check the pantry. If it’s not 
in the pantry, then I need to make a 
run to the store. If one of the family is 
feeling a little sick, then I take them to 
the doctor, or in this case, the 
veterinarian. Instead of sports 
practices we take the animals to 
scheduled education events. What 
I’ve learned over the past four and a 
half months is that you always need to 

be one step ahead. Just like a parent. 

My favorite part about being the 
curator is not the control of making 
all the decisions for the animals and 
the museum. In fact, it’s the opposite. 
My favorite part about being curator 
is sharing my ideas for the museum 
and animals with the rest of the 
employees, and discussing our 
options together as a staff. Gaining 
input from everyone so that we can 
make the best informed decision 

possible. 

On any given day I could be ordering 
heat pads, emailing Fish and Wildlife 
Service, writing upcoming 
curriculum, cleaning out a complete 
terrarium, and talking with 
volunteers about animal care, and I 
wouldn’t have it any other way. 

Internship applications are accepted on a rolling basis. We offer 

undergraduate students the opportunity to work alongside our staff in three 

positions: animal care/museum, environmental education, and non-profit 

management. Internships are unpaid but can usually be used for college 

credits. Please email your application and a cover letter to Maggie, 

Volunteer Coordinator (volunteer.tanglewood@gmail.com).  

  

Animal Care and Museum Curator internship: 

This position has duties including cleaning, maintaining and designing museum exhibits, 

feeding and healthcare for animals, and handling/socializing animals.  

 

Environmental Education internship: 

Position involves assisting with or conducting educational workshops and programs, 

guided tours, and hikes.   

  

Non-Profit Management internship: 

This position involves assisting our staff with marketing, fundraising and event planning, 

participating in membership and other committees as applicable, operating the gift shop 

and aiding visitors. 

Tanglewood Nature Center & Museum 

443 Coleman Ave. Elmira NY 14903 

Ph: 607-732-6060  Fax: 607-732-6210 

Email: tanglewoodnc@stny.rr.com 

www.tanglewoodnaturecenter.com 

 

Nature Center Hours of Operation: 

Tuesday-Friday 9am-4pm 

Saturday 10am-4pm 

Trails open dawn-dusk 365 days/year 

 

Nature Center Holiday Closures:  

New Year’s Eve. New Year’s Day, Memorial 

Day, Independence Day, Labor Day, 

Columbus Day, Thanksgiving Day, 

Christmas Eve and Christmas Day. 

 

Contact Us: 

Curator’s Corner 

Ian McLaughlin, Curator & 

Educator 

443 Coleman Avenue Elmira, NY 14903 
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I think everyone can agree that the past 2 years have been challenging. For us 
here at Tanglewood, it meant closing to the public for a significant portion of 2020 
and part of 2021. In doing so, we also had to become closed for volunteers and 
interns. These two groups help to keep places like Tanglewood running behind the 
scenes, while staff completes our normal tasks. I could go on and write about how 
difficult this time was, but I would rather highlight our small, core group of 
volunteers who we allowed to continue to volunteer, who we lovingly call our Covid 
Crew. 

Our Covid Crew consisted of Gerry Caruso, Rich Gridley, John Slechta, 
Wendy Carroll, Gail Norwood, and Eric Conklin. Gerry and Rich worked outside to 
keep our trails mowed and beautiful in the summer months and made sure we 
were plowed out in the winter months. John worked on whatever projects we threw 
at him. His biggest project has been Bernice’s new indoor/outdoor home! Wendy 
worked on memberships, coming in to grab any supplies/ applications she needed, 
and working on them from her home. Gail and Eric made sure our animals were 
still receiving quality care and socialization in a time when they were missing their 
usual visitors. These are individuals the staff here at Tanglewood really leaned on 
during a difficult time. They really showed us that we can’t make it on our own, and 
that we need the volunteers to help us fulfill our mission.  We are so appreciative 
for them, but also for our other volunteers who have either come back or just 
started volunteering this year.  They  really make my job the best! 

V IDE O   

Upcoming Events at Tanglewood!  
 

Please note that because of the changing situation with Covid, we wil l  be 

scheduling public programs and events in a “last minute” fashion. Please 

check our website and Facebook pages regularly for updates, and if you 

haven’t already, join our weekly mail ing l ist! Email Deanna O ’Brian to be 

added to the l ist!  

tanglewoodoffmgr@outlook.com 

 

What to look for:  

•  Winter Wiggles Pre K Program on some Wednesdays  

• Homeschool Drop In Program on some Tuesdays  

• Saturday Guided Hikes 

 

 

Shining a light on the importance of  
volunteering 

Maggie Groce 

   

Winter Wiggles - Sydney White 
 
As the new educator here at Tanglewood I have taken over the winter wig-
gles program. It includes a book a craft and an animal spotlight. There 
have been two meets already ranging from 6 -16 children ages 6 months to 
about 5 years old, but more is to come each month until March. This pro-
gram is full of child enrichment, great for socialization, listening skills, and 
learning about different animals. This last program we learned about Gen-
eral the bearded Dragon and created fun pinecone bird feeders and Christ-
mas tree ornaments. Our next meet our animal spotlight will be Hank the 
red-tailed hawk.To learn more about dates and times visit our website. 



A Message f rom the Director  Wish List  
2022 The Year of Change: 

March 2020 to now. So much change! Almost two years dealing with Covid. All of our conversations at 
Tanglewood about funding and programming include “before Covid,” or, “since Covid.” It’s very weird and still 
hard to adjust to. I wonder how long it will take until all this feels normal? The wearing masks and multiple 
vaccinations, being worried in crowds or around strangers in general, avoiding travel, watching the news waiting 
to see if the next variant is going to be more dangerous than the previous one, and on and on…? I would like to 
say it will never feel normal, but I think we humans eventually just kind of forget what it was like before big 
sweeping changes and we move on? Maybe not. I spend time thinking about these things, but then I get mired 
in helplessness. That’s not a good place to be. I know this place all too well because of Climate Change. I first 
learned about Global Warming (that’s what we called it way back when) in the early 90’s during my 
undergraduate education. Then, in 2006, Tanglewood hosted a showing of Al Gore’s “An Inconvenient Truth.” It 
was controversial then and I even remember getting a voicemail stating that we should NOT be showing that 
farce of a movie. I knew, through my education as a biologist that it wasn’t a farce. I was worried about it in 
1990 (when the first IPCC-Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change- report came out), and I am worried 
about it in 2022. That’s 32 years of me knowing and worrying. 32 years is nothing though compared to how long 
we have known that burning of fossil fuels cause the Earth to warm. Here’s the timeline from EcoWatch:  

The field of climate science stretches back almost 200 years 
For more than 150 years, we've known that mining coal and burning fossil fuels produces heat-trapping 

gases.  
For more than 120 years, we've been able to put numbers on exactly how much the Earth would warm if we 

artificially increased carbon dioxide levels in the atmosphere.  
And it's been more than 50 years since the President's Council of Advisors on Science and Technology 

formally warned a U.S. president—Lyndon B. Johnson—that building up carbon dioxide in the 
atmosphere would "almost certainly cause significant changes" and "could be deleterious from the point 
of view of human beings." 

Last summer, the IPCC came out with its 6th report. This is the latest and most accurate information surrounding 
climate change from leading scientists worldwide. This report showed: 

In 2019, levels of carbon dioxide in the atmosphere were higher than at any time in at least two million 
years.  

The earth’s average surface temperature has increased faster since 1970 than in any other 50-year period 
over at least the last 2,000 years.  

Between 2011 and 2020, the annual average area of sea ice coverage in the Arctic reached its lowest level 
since at least 1850.  

And the global average sea level has risen faster since 1900 than over any preceding century in at least the 
last 3,000 years. 

It also showed us that unless we take aggressive action, we will not be able to stop temps from rising to 2.4 
degrees Celsius by 2050 and then to 4.4 degrees C by 2100. What does aggressive action entail? There are 
many areas we need to focus on. Of course burning of fossil fuels is a big one, then there’s how we eat, how we 
shop, etc., etc. We have a lot of work to do, and it can seem very overwhelming. But one of my favorite sayings 
is, “How do you eat an elephant? One bite at a time.” We need to get down to work and start to eat this 
elephant NOW. We have put this off so long that we can’t even stop this freight train for at least 30 years! 
Because no matter what we do, we are on course to reach at least 1.5 degrees C of warming in the next 20-30 
years!!  
So what can you do? Everyone can do their part. Tanglewood has dedicated 2022 as the Year of Climate 
Change. We are going to educate on this topic as much as we can, and work toward making our building more 
sustainable. We have 5 lectures planned this year for the public. Topics will include- weather and climate, fossil 
fuels and renewables, habitat loss and deforestation, waste and recycling, and finally food and climate. We 
hope to give you information, inspiration and hope. Please attend and learn with us. We are winding climate 
change concepts into every program we do. We are adding new signage about climate change in our building. 
We are working toward changing our lighting to all LED (which is VERY expensive), we are committed to having 
an EV charging station installed in the coming few years. One of my other goals for us is to have solar panels 
installed on the main building like there are on our lodge building. That’s a lot of goals coming up, and it’s not 
easy to make all this happen under “normal” circumstances, not to mention during a global pandemic. But, we 
all have been putting this off long enough. We can’t let anything else get in the way of eating the elephant that is 
climate change. I hope you are with us.  

A N IMA LS  

Board & Staff 
2021 BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Janet Chilson, President 

Angela May, Vice President 

Cathy Bachman, Treasurer 

Claire Warren Ginnan, Secretary 

 

William Bishop 

Irene Brookins 

Carol Cain 

Jessica Degarmo 

Kelly Domineske 

Victoria Ehlen 

Rich Gridley 

Josh Latterell 

Tina MacRonald 

Emily McConnell 

Scott Moore 

Duane Saxton 

Alan Winston 

STAFF 

Elaine Smith, Executive Director 

Ryan Donnelly, Educator, Marketer and Camp 

Co-Director 

Maggie Groce, Educator, Volunteer Coordinator 

and Camp Co-Director 

Bob Kurcoba, Facilities  

Ian McLaughlin, Curator and Educator 

Deanna O’Brian, Office Manager 

Sydney White, Educator 

 

Elaine Smith, Executive Director 

For the Animals 
Fresh fruit & veggies (esp. non-iceburg lettuce, carrots, tomatoes, 
broccoli, asparagus, sweet potatoes, strawberries, melon) 
Gift Cards from: Petco, PetSmart, Grocery Stores (esp. Miniers) 
 
For the Office/Building 
White or colored office paper and/or card stock 
Drink cups (paper, compostable- packs of 25 or more) 
Coffee cups (paper, compostable-packs of 25 or more) 
Paper towels, toilet paper (Scott only), Kleenex 
Decaf and regular coffee 
Cream (dry, liquid in cups) 
Gift Cards from: Staples, Sam’s 
Safety Salt for sidewalks 
 
For Programs/Camp/Exhibits/Trails 
Crayons  
Construction Paper 
Glue Sticks 
Washable Markers 
Scotch tape 
Duct tape 
Pencils 
Lined paper 
Children’s nature books for Little Free Library 
 
For Fundraisers/Facility Rental 
Gift Certificates to anywhere for our fundraisers 
Bamboo Silverware 
Plates (paper, compostable- packs of 25 or more) 
Recycled napkins 

A N IMA LS  

B U ILD IN GS  &  P R O GR A MS  

https://www.ecowatch.com/tag/coal
https://www.aaas.org/climate50


As of August 4th, 2021 
 
New Members 
 
Individual $40 
Lisa Ventura 
 
Senior Family $45 
Kevin & Mary Barrett 
Walter & Jeanette Zakrzewski 
 
Family $50 
Melissann & Kevin Ashton-
Patton 
Michaela & Bulezim Azemi 
Sarah Benjamin 
Kate Biddle 
Rossi & Aaron Brown 
Anitra & Edgar Colon 
Mary Beth & Marty Conwell 
Jessica Drew 
Leslie Easton 
Jessica & Stephen Green 
Amanda Horgan 
Morgan Hughes 
Jessica Hull 
Lynda Kramer 
Wonyong Lee 
Nichole Lewis 
Jie Liu 
Talicia Livermore 
Desiree & Anthony Lopenzo 
Amy & Greg Lorenz 
Molly Lutton 
Andrea & Tom Lynch 
Amanda & Matthew Mahoney 
Kelly & Nathaniel McElhaney 
Erin Mcguigan 
Jaclyn & Ryan  McLaughlin 
Brianna Morales 
Katie & Mike Muldoon 
Maggie & Tim Murray 
Laura Kemmerer & David 
Nelson 
Bridget & Chris Petrillose 
Heather & Dan Rao 
Anne Romano 
Raja Laxmi Sankar 
Jennifer Savino 
Lizabeth Scheffert 

New 
Members & 
Donations 

Jill & Adam Telech 
Deborah Tokar 
Alyssa & Dan Weber 
Erica Webster 
Cara Wijkowski 
Xinxin Zhang 
 
Bluebird $100-499 
Liying Zhang 
 
Grants 
Anderson Foundation 
Anonymous 
Chemung County Room Tax 
Community Foundation 
Delores K. Crumb Charitable 
Foundation 
Hilliard Foundation 
Salesforce.org 
Traingle Fund 
ZBGA 
 
Monetary Donations 
Amazon Smile 
Alexandra Belinky 
Jonathan Knight & Phyllis Bishop 
Gary & Ann Brouse 
Duke & Wendy Carroll 
Jonathan Cooper 
Facebook 
Givinga Foundation, Inc. 
Bill Carey & Betsy Hillfiger 
Hilliard Corporation - In Plant 
Fund 
William & Barbara Lock 
Ethan McDonald 
Martha Pierce 
SEFA 
Alan & Linda Roessler 
Target 
United Way Campaign 
Eric Burns & Lynn Williams 
Barry & Jane Winters 
Earl & Sally Wright 
YourCause 
Yunis Realty, Inc. Charitable Fund 
 
Leaf Detective Book Project 
Charles & Muriel Friend 
 
 

Twilight at Tanglewood Sponsors 
Mengel, Metzger, Barr & Co. LLP 
 
Run for the Hills Sponsors 
Avital’s 
BCK Partners 
Cameron Manufacturing 
Confluence Running 
Corning Incorporated MTE Group 
Corning Incorporated 
Pharmaceutical Technologies 
Crystal Heart Yoga 
James Emmick 
Mengel, Metzger, Barr & Co. LLP 
Nel’s Tractor 
Wegmans 
 
 
In Memory of Dan Larrea 
Lee Gernert-Larrea 
 
In Memory of Jacob E. Trimmer 
V 
Scott Cook 
 
In Memory of Philip Early – for 
the pollinator garden 
Islamic Association of the Finger 
Lakes 
 
In Memory of Ellen Hyland – for 
the pollinator garden 
Sara Hyland 
 
In Honor of Kathy Palmer 
Jennifer Latham 
 
Happy Birthday Addison 
Monichetti 
Adrian Witt 

 

In Kind Donations 

Rob Aumick  
Owl taxidermy and office supplies  
Duke & Wendy Carroll  
Office supplies  
Gunnar & Michelle Podolec  
Air conditioner for the lodge  
Gail Norwood  
PC Monitor and HDMI cord  
Ellie Stimson  
Collected at her birthday party - 

Paper towels, gloves, Kleenex, glue 

sticks, hand sanitizer, dish soap, 

sponges, coloring books, pipe 

cleaners, spray paint and timothy 

hay  


