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Tanglewood Nature Center & Museum 

443 Coleman Ave. Elmira NY 14903 

Phone: 607-732-6060   

www.tanglewoodnaturecenter.com 

 

Nature Center Hours of Operation: 

Tuesday-Friday 9am-4pm 

Saturday 10am-4pm 

Trails open dawn-dusk 365 days/year 

 

Nature Center Holiday Closures:  

New Yearôs Eve. New Yearôs Day, Memorial 

Day, Independence Day, Labor Day, 

Columbus Day, Thanksgiving Day, 

Christmas Eve and Christmas Day. 

 

Contact Us: 
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So much has happened on our road to building the Walkway! We have been approved for funding from 
Chemung County ARPA Funds, the NY Consolidated Funding Application Market NY Funds, and an 
Appalachian Regional Commission grant. Thanks so much to the great grant writer at LaBella, to the 
Chemung County Legislature and County Executive Moss and to our political repsï Senator Tom 
OôMara, Senator Chuck Schumer, Senator Kirstin Gillibrand, and Congressman Nick Langworthy.  
 
We have also received funds from local granting agencies including the Corning Community Impact and 
Investment Fund, the Hilliard Foundation, the Anderson Foundation, and an anonymous foundation. 
There have been many great companies and community leaders that have contributed generously as 
well. We are so thankful for everyone who has gotten us to about 70% of our goal! It is because of the 
overwhelming support for the project that we have been able to keep moving forward.  
 
People keep asking me about 
timing- when does the public 
campaign open, when do we 
go out to bid, when do we 
break ground, finish the      
project, etc. A huge project 
such as this tests everyoneôs 
patience for sure! Be certain 
that we are making progress. 
We have been working on  
permits, engineering plans, 
financials/funding, security, 
marketing, signage and a lot 
more. The only thing I can say 
for sure is, we are going to 
build it and it will hopefully be 
open sometime in 2025. 
Please stay patient, stay with 
us, and stay tuned! 

Canopy Walkway Updates By Elaine Smith, Executive Director 
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Upcoming Events at Tanglewood!  
   Clear your calendars and get ready for these festivities 

Wildlife Biology Presentation  With Guest Speaker Joe Iacovazzi, PHD  
September 28th, 10am- 11am 
Admission is free for members and $5 per nonmember family 
Join us for an exciting wildlife show featuring live reptiles and arthropods! Professor Iacovazzi will offer 
an interactive experience with spiders, beetles, snakes, lizards, and more. Learn about these incredible 
animals and their roles in nature, and engage with live animals in a fun and educational environment  
 
Haunted Happenings 
Saturday  October 22nd, 11am-2pm 
Admission is free; tickets for food and activities  
available for purchase at the door. Tickets: 1 for $1,  
12 for $10, or 25 for $20. If you're not yet a member of  
Tanglewood, you can sign up for a membership and get 20 free  tickets!  
FREE stuff: meet spooky animals, enjoy kids games indoors, slime making and spooky stories. 
Ticketed stuff: Food (popcorn, hot dog and toppings bar, drinks). Bake sale items vary, pumpkin  
painting, face painting, hayrides And, the CHILI COOK-OFF! 
 
Winter Wiggles 
Starts November 16th, 10am  Free   
Come up to Tanglewood Nature Center every first and third Wednesday from 10am-11am starting     
November 16th! This FREE pre-K program will run from November-March. It's time to relax in our cozy 
auditorium. Each program will include a story, an animal coloring sheet with crayons, and a fun animal 
guest. No RSVP is   needed. 
 
Amazing Animals Presentation  
Saturday November  30th, 11am-12pm  Free 
Join us for a free animal presentation given by one of our talented educators. This program covers a 
wide     variety of animal ambassadors from our insects to our birds of prey! Come learn about how 
these animals   survive in nature and how we care for them here at Tanglewood. Guests will have an to 
opportunity to interact with our animal ambassadors. 
 
Hop Into The Holidays 
Saturday  December 7th, 11am-12pm 
Feeï Bring a gift for our animals! 
Admission is to bring a gift for one or more of our animals. 
All are welcome for this family program.  What better way to enjoy the holiday season than meeting 
some of our energetic animal ambassadors! You will meet animals that hop,  including frog, toad,     
bunny, chinchilla and Furby, the Ferret.                                                                                          
¶ Gifts for our animals: 
¶ Fresh fruit & veggies: Non-iceburg lettuce, carrots, cherry or grape tomatoes, oranges, strawberries, 
and squash. 
Gift Cards from: Petco, PetSmart, Amazon, Minier's and Sondra's City Zoo. 
Other items: Chinchilla dust, Zoo Med ReptiSun 10.0 UVB light or equivalent, Aspen Bedding,    
Timothy Hay, EcoEarth compressed substrate blocks or equivalent  

 
  
For more info and new events, check out our website and social media pages.  
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The Legacy of Barn Owls and Newest Ambassador,      
Casper 
By Megan Walters 
 
Barn owls have a rich history, they have found their way woven into folklore, mythology, and supersti-

tions. Understandably so, their eerie nocturnal habits and chilling scream-like calls have often linked 

them with ominous symbols of evil and death. This belief was so widespread that Shakespeare used a 

barn owl in their famous play, Macbeth, to foreshadow death. However, not all cultures throughout time 

have viewed them so darkly. In England, barn owls were believed to protect livestock so people would 

keep them near their front door to ward off predators. In ancient Greece, owlôs eggs were considered a 

remedy for ailments like epilepsy and alcoholism.  

During the renaissance the perception of owls began to shift. Thanks, in part, to Michelangelo who      

included a barn owl in a famous carving. Owls began to symbolize wisdom and beauty, a view that     

persists today. Now different cultures view them in a different light. Native Americans believe owls are 

carriers of ancestral souls, in Japanese culture owls are believed to ward off famine, so on and so forth.  

Now, we are thrilled to introduce our own piece of this rich history here at Tanglewood: Casper, our new 

barn owl ambassador, who joined us in late July. Unlike most of our birds, who are injured and            

non-releasable, Casper is our first captive-bred bird. Captive-bred animals like Casper play a crucial role 

in genetic conservation. If wild barn owl populations were to decline, the genetic material from birds in 

educational facilities like ours could help reestablish them. Casper is part of this important genetic cache, 

with his information stored in a national database for potential 

future useða conservation strategy that has proven           

successful with species like the California Condor and the 

Black-Footed Ferret. 

Despite being captive-bred; Casper retains many of his wild 

instincts. Unlike a domesticated pet, Casper does not enjoy 

being petted and does not form bonds with people in the same 

way. In fact, owls in captivity may see their caretakers as  

competitors or even potential mates. Barn owls like Casper 

can be demanding and often retain their juvenile tendencies, 

such as crying for food. So, while he may be adorable, Casper 

wouldnôt make a good petðbut heôs a perfect fit  

Photo by Ryan Donnelly 

Photo by Tanglewood 



  At the time of this writing, summer camp 2024 is winding down here at Tanglewood. The air is cooler and 
the grounds start getting quieter. As much chaos as summer camp brings, I always miss the rogue giggles and 
excited screams I hear in my office coming from the lodge once September hits. We offered our usual camps, 
like Forts and Forests, Camp Yucky, and Game On to close to 100 kids over the course of the summer. This 
yearôs campers even tried a few new activities and had some special visitors! Iôm so excited to highlight a few for 
you below. 

We held our first annual Art Show at the conclusion of our Natureôs Canvas camp on August 2nd. Campers 
worked hard all week to prepare art for the show. They practiced their photography, pottery, and painting skills to 
prepare nature-inspired pieces to display. They even learned how to dye materials using flowers and grasses! 
After learning all these new mediums, parents and families had to the chance to visit the lodge and admire (and 
take home) all the great artwork! While this camp was a small group, it was the perfect group of kids-excited to 
explore and create every single day. Iôm hopeful that this camp can become an annual addition to our summer 
camp schedule! 

This summer, we were also able to welcome a few guest speakers! Two of the kidsô favorites were some lovely 
community partners-For the Love of Finn and the Chemung County SPCA. During our popular Animal 
Pawsibilities and Critter Care camps, we spend time looking at different careers kids can have if they have a 
desire to work with animals. Iôm so excited that for the first time, we were able to invite Lori Wheeler of For the 
Love of Finn to come and tell the kids what it means to be a wildlife rehabber. She even brought in some baby 
opossums for kids to see. Campers even observed Lori care for the babies while here at camp. A returning 
favorite was Matt Guagliardo from the SPCA. Matt always brings one of the current animals up for adoption and 
uses it as a time to talk about how animals end up in shelters and how kids can safely and nicely introduce 
themselves to new animals. Campers were fascinated with our speakers and many told me it was their favorite 
part of camp. I am so grateful to have great community partners that share our mission and desire to educate 
our campers.  

These are just a few of the many highlights for Summer Camp 2024. I could go on for many paragraphs about 
all the hiking, animal shows, games, and fun our campers experienced this year. While summer camp may be 
just about over, my work never stops-ready to start thinking 
about what camps we can do next year. Hereôs to new ideas, 
camps, and activities in summer 2025! 

Board & Staff 

BOARD 
Scott Moore, President 
William Bishop, Vice President 
Cathy Bachman, Treasurer 
Laurie Garner, Secretary  
 
Nicole Barton 
Irene Brookins 
Greg Clark 
Paul DiPietro 
Victoria Ehlen  
Kelly Field 
Claire Warren Ginnan 
Richard Gridley 
Joshua Latterell 
Tina MacRonald 
Angela Tufillaro  
 
 
STAFF 
Elaine Smith- Executive Director 
Deanna OôBrian- Office Manager 
Maggie Groce- Volunteer Coordinator/Educator 
Ryan Donnelly- Marketing/Educator 
Bob Kurcoba- Facilities & Grounds  
Megan Waltersï Curator/Educator 

3 10 

Art Show, Guest Speakers, and Summer Fun-Camp 2024 
Highlights By Maggie Groce 

Photos by Merica Griffin 

Photo by Merica Griffin 

Photo by Merica Griffin 

Photo by Ryan Donnelly 

Photo by Ryan Donnelly 



Wish List: 
 
For the Animals 
Fresh fruit & veggies (esp. non-iceburg lettuce, carrots, tomatoes, broccoli, asparagus, 
sweet potatoes, strawberries, melon, corn on the cob, blueberries, asparagus) 
Gift Cards from: Petco, PetSmart, Grocery Stores (esp. Miniers) 
Newspapers 
For the Office/Building 
White office paper and/or card stock 
Drink cups (paper, compostable- packs of 25 or more) 
Coffee cups (paper, compostable-packs of 25 or more) 
Paper towels, toilet paper (Scott only), Kleenex 
Gift Cards from: Staples, Samôs 
 
For Programs/Camp/Exhibits/Trails 
Crayons  
Construction Paper 
Glue Sticks 
Washable Markers 
Scotch tape 
Duct tape 
Pencils 
Childrenôs nature books for Little Free Library 
 
For Fundraisers/Facility Rental 
Gift Certificates to anywhere for our fundraisers 
Bamboo Silverware 
Plates (paper, compostable- packs of 25 or more) 
Recycled napkins 

Photo by Merica Griffin 

Photo by Ryan Donnelly 
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Internship: applications are accepted on a rolling basis. We offer undergraduate 
students the opportunity to work alongside our staff in three positions: animal care/
museum, environmental education, and non-profit management. Internships are unpaid 
but can usually be used for college credits. Please email your application and a cover 
letter to Maggie, Volunteer Coordinator (volunteer.tanglewood@gmail.com).  
 
Animal Care and Museum Curator internship: 
This position has duties including cleaning, maintaining and designing museum exhibits, 
feeding and healthcare for animals, and handling/socializing animals.  
 
Environmental Education internship: 
Position involves assisting with or conducting educational workshops and programs, 
guided tours, and hikes.   
 
Committee Members: Committee opportunities are available for: Fundraising, 
Facilities and Trails, Community Relations, Human Resources and Nominating and 
Board Development. Committee do not need to be  board members 

Volunteer & Internship Opportunities   
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As of August 23, 2024 
 
New Members  
 
Individual $40 
Yvette Stedge 
 
Senior Family $45 
Bill & Mary Batroney 
Joe & Patricia Page 
Nancy Siegele 
 
Family $50 
Micki & Chris Bennett 
Terri Bower 
Opal Brown 
Cindy & Jonas Byler 
Matt & Renata Faulisi 
Kristina Flynn 
Jacob & Amanda Fretz 
Veronika Gorelchenko 
Samantha Green 
Ashlee Harvey 
Mia He 
Jennifer Hiras 
Ingrid Hungerford 
Danielle & Kyle Lambert 
Erika & Jacob Locey 
Eleanor Lynough 
Amanda & Alexander Morse 
Jialin & Kevin Nah 
Ashley & Jeffrey Nelson 
Rebecka Reynolds 
Becky Rockwell 
Laura & Adam Rundell 
Rachel Schoonover 
Taylor Smith 
Janelle & Jeff Steiner 
Nicole Tirgari-White 
Amy Wang 
Cedrick OôShaughnessy & Joanna Warzyszynska 
Mollie Wilson 
Jennifer Wisneski 
 
Hummingbird $75-99 
Michael & Sarah Hunsberger 
 
1973 Patron Circle $1,000+ 
Ann Brouse 

New 
Members & 
Donations 

Kammie Morrisey 
 
Continuing Patron Members $1,000+ 
Robert Aumick 
William & Ann Bishop 
Dean & Janice Butts 
Joseph & Giuliana Calderone 
Duke & Wendy Carroll 
Janet & Brian Chilson 
Mary Muse & Kevin Coughlin 
Kintu & Yulonda Early 
Jim & Sharon Emmick 
Thomas & Deborah Fennell 
Charles & Muriel Friend 
Frank & Linda Gudas 
Harry & Jennifer Hillman 
Linda Hillman 
Jon & Donna Homuth 
Deborah & Donald Lauper 
Janet & John McLaughlin 
Arthur & Beverly Morrell 
Thomas & Margaret Morse 
Kevin Orvek 
Stuart & Lucy Schweizer 
Alan & Maria Winston 
 
April Day of Giving 
Southerntier Custom Fabricators 
 
Monetary Donations 
Ed Dougherty & Beth Bentley 
Duke & Wendy Carroll 
Brian & Janet Chilson 
Vinnie Collins 
Lori Crumb 
Junior League of Elmira 
Deanna Middaugh 
Drena Omara 
Franziska Tamas 
Colton Wheeler 
Eric Burns & Lynn Williams 
 
Grants 
Anderson Evans Foundation 
Chemung County Room Tax 
Community Foundation of Elmira-Corning and the Finger 
Lakes, Inc. 
Corning Incorporated Community Impact & Investment 
The Hilliard Foundation 
The Triangle Fund 
ZBGA 
 
Canopy Walkway Grants and Donations 
Appalachian Regional Commission 
Bill & Ann Bishop 
Lynda Brand 
Corning Incorporated Community Impact & Investment 

Charles & Muriel Friend 
Carl & Cindy Hayden 
Jon & Donna Homuth 
Alan & Barbara Preucil 
Marc & Tracey Stemmerman 
Margaret Streeter 
The Hilliard Foundation 
 
Twilight Corporate Sponsors 
Chemung Supply Corporation 
First Heritage 
Hesselsonôs 
Hilliard Corporation 
 
Meg Camp Sponsors 
Mary Johnson 
John & Frances Juriga 
 
In Kind Donations 
Elaine Harrington   Canadian goose framed photo, bears playing framed photo, fawn twin      
     matted photo and Great Blue Herons matted photo 
Joe & Emily Messer   New boot scrubber for trail 
Gail Bartlett Woodlridge  Bird ornaments  
 
 
Happy Birthday to Giuliana Calderone 
From: 
Frank and Linda Gudas 
 
 
Our deepest gratitude for thoughtful gifts in memory of: 
 
Karin Howland  
From: 
Judy Cerio 
Ann Thorner 
 
Ryan David Cicci 
From: 
Jane Wagner 
 
Ellen Boyd 
From: 
Nina Sheesley 
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