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Internship: applications are accepted on a rolling basis. We 
offer undergraduate students the opportunity to work alongside our 
staff in three positions: animal care/museum, environmental 
education, and non-profit management. Internships are unpaid but 
can usually be used for college credits. Please email your 
application and a cover letter to Maggie, Volunteer Coordinator 
(volunteer.tanglewood@gmail.com).  

  

Animal Care and Museum Curator internship: 

This position has duties including cleaning, maintaining and designing museum 

exhibits, feeding and healthcare for animals, and handling/socializing animals.  

 

Environmental Education internship: 

Position involves assisting with or conducting educational workshops and 

programs, guided tours, and hikes.   

  

Non-Profit Management internship: 

This position involves assisting our staff with marketing, fundraising and event 

planning, participating in membership and other committees as applicable, 

operating the gift shop and aiding visitors. 

Tanglewood Nature Center & Museum 

443 Coleman Ave. Elmira NY 14903 

Ph: 607-732-6060  Fax: 607-732-6210 

Email: tanglewoodnc@stny.rr.com 

www.tanglewoodnaturecenter.com 

 

Nature Center Hours of Operation: 

Tuesday-Friday 9am-4pm 

Saturday 10am-4pm 

Trails open dawn-dusk 365 days/year 

 

Nature Center Holiday Closures:  

New Year’s Eve. New Year’s Day, Memorial 

Day, Independence Day, Labor Day, 

Columbus Day, Thanksgiving Day, 

Christmas Eve and Christmas Day. 

 

Contact Us: 

443 Coleman Avenue Elmira, NY 14903 
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Volunteer & Internship Opportunities   

A Handful of Earth 
by Aleta Wynn Yarrow 
A Handful of Earth is a series of collage art based on the flora and 
fauna in the micropolitan home garden of Elmira artist, Wynn Yar-
row. She created eight banners for Tanglewood Nature Center’s 
children’s sensory trail. Scenes of each season, day and night, are 
based on observations of the living things that grow and move 
through her native shade garden. She created decorative papers 
with a variety of techniques, including painting, printmaking, and 
drawing then cut and glued them to create colorful collages. 

Her work draws on observation and memory to create art that em-
braces the spirit of place. Her lifetime’s work has been connecting 
art, the human inner life and nature. She planted a small yard with 
diverse plants, including many New York natives, with the intention 
of supporting the local eco-community, including plants, insects 
and birds. In the art, the liveliness of this Handful of Earth comes 
through. In a healthy ecosystem, a diversity of native plants and 
wildlife form a synergistic com-
munity, a natural belonging 
where all life is in balance. For 

humans, there are mental health benefits from nature and from 
art. Finding belonging in a neighborhood community that embrac-
es diversity, interconnection and nature helps humans find life 
balance and inner peace. 

Having worked for many years as a teaching artist doing art and 
nature interdisciplinary programs with children, I have a respect 
for young people and families. Art, nature and nature-based art 
have a strong capacity to heal. Environmental learning often is 
spread from children to adults rather than vice versa. Creating an 
interactive outdoor art display for children is a good way to en-
gage them in caring for the Earth. 

If you would like to see this art series for yourself, you can find all 
eight collages along our children's sensory trail! 

 



 

 

Hello everyone! 
My name is Megan Walters, and I am very excited to soon be joining Tanglewood as a Curator/
Educator! I’m not there yet because I am currently finishing my Bachelors in Conservation 
Biology at SUNY Environmental School of Science and Forestry.  
Tanglewood has been a part of my life for as long as I can remember. From my first 
introduction to Tanglewood in preschool, to attending multiple summer camps growing up, to 
volunteering in high school, to completing an animal care internship this past summer, I’ve 
always considered Tanglewood a special place.  
I’m very passionate about animals and over time have had the joy of curating my own zoo at 
home. My family has had everything from a 50-gallon community fish tank, hamsters, frogs, 
cats, dogs, betta fish and birds! I also hand raised one of my own cats, Theodore, when I found 
him as a kitten and soon after adopted his brother, Simon, a maine coon mix.  
Ever since I was little, I’ve enjoyed spending my free time in nature. Some of my earliest 
memories of being outside are from running around and collecting toads from our yard before 
my dad mowed the lawn to ensure their safety, playing with or walking my dogs outside, 
exploring botanical gardens, or sledding with my sister on snow days. Now I’ve also come to 
enjoy things like bird watching, animal tracking, nature journaling and photography. Throughout 
my life I’ve always found ways to connect with nature and I’ve always known I wanted a career 
where I could inspire others to do the same.  
I’m so grateful for this opportunity, and I can’t wait to join the team at Tanglewood.  

Meet Our New Curator!  

By Megan Walters 

Wish List  
 
For the Animals 
Fresh fruit & veggies (esp. non-iceburg lettuce, carrots, tomatoes, broccoli, asparagus, sweet potatoes, 
strawberries, melon, corn on the cob, blueberries, asparagus )  
Gift Cards from: Petco, PetSmart, Grocery Stores (esp. Miniers) 
 
For the Office/Building 
White or colored office paper and/or card stock, Drink cups (paper, compostable- packs of 25 or more), 
Coffee cups (paper, compostable-packs of 25 or more), Paper towels, toilet paper (Scott only), Kleenex, 
Decaf and regular coffee,Cream (dry, liquid in cups), Gift Cards from: Staples, Sam’s 
 
For Programs/Camp/Exhibits/Trails 
Crayons, Construction Paper, Glue Sticks, Washable Markers, Scotch tape, Duct tape, Pencils, Lined 
paper, Children’s nature books for Little Free Library. Gift Certificates to anywhere for our fundraisers, 
Bamboo Silverware, Plates (paper, compostable- packs of 25 or more), Recycled napkins 
 
For Fundraisers/Facility Rental 
Gift Certificates to anywhere for our fundraisers. Bamboo Silverware. Plates (paper, compostable- packs 
of 25 or more) Recycled napkins 

A N IMA LS  

Upcoming Events at Tanglewood!  
   Clear your calendars and get ready for these festivit ies  

MAD SCIENCE 

Saturday 6/10/23 11am-12pm. Free  

Join Maggie for an program about nature and science.  

We'll be trying out experiments and talking about the 

science behind their reactions!   

 

SUMMER CAMP BEGINS! 

First week of camp is June 26th and runs through 

August 18th. Sign up for one week or for many! 

Different themes each week. Grades K-2 and 3-5. 

 

RUN FOR THE HILLS 

Saturday 7/22/23  

For every uphill climb, there is a downhill cruise. That’s 

what this trail race is all about. Run it or Hike it. We 

offer a 5k for people who like climbing hills, crossing 

creeks and spotting wildlife. And a challenging 10k 

with more elevation and a sweet view of the Chemung 

River.  

 

MONARCH BUTTERFLY WORKSHOP 

Saturday 7/29/23  10am-12pm 

Join Tanglewood volunteer, Beverly Morrell, as she 

leads you through the life of a monarch butterfly- from 

egg to adult and back again. You will also get the op-

portunity to begin to grow your own butterfly for even-

tual release! We provide the milkweed, small butterfly 

habitat and other materials. There will be a $20 fee for 

this workshop and you must preregister.  

 

DOG HIKE AT PERSONIUS 

Saturday 8/26/23  10am-11am 

Join Ryan for a guided hike on the trails at Personius 

woods. Bring your four legged friends! 

 

 

 

TWILIGHT AT TANGLEWOOD 

Saturday 9/16/23 4-7pm 

An evening of birds, barbeque, & beverages is back 

this year on Saturday. Stay tuned as we announce  

wineries, breweries and food trucks participating! 

 

HAUNTED HAPPENINGS 

Saturday 10/21/23 11am-3pm 

hay rides, pumpkin and face painting, kids games, 

slime making, rocket demos, a chili cook off, bake 

sale and so much more!  

 

SUMMER CAMPS 

6/26/2023-8/18/2023 
Registration is open for our 2023 summer camp sea-
son. We will be offering a variety of week long nature 
oriented camps. The goal of our camps is to get your 
children outdoors to explore and enjoy what Tangle-
wood has to offer. From Dino Dig to Nature's Myster-
ies we have a camp for your child! Here are a few of 
our camps that are still available: 

Animal Aviators Camp K-2 

 Explore the science of flight, wings, and the ani-
mals who use them. 

 Get up close with our winged animal ambassa-
dors like owls and insects. 

 contests, parachute games and egg drops. 
Nature's Mysteries Camp Grade 3-5 

 Nature is one big mystery, so spend the week be-
ing a detective. 

 Crack the code on mysteries such as how many 
eyelids owls have, how rainbows are made, and 
how flies walk on the ceiling. 

 



Springtime Songbird Migration 

By Robert Recotta 

 
  

 

A N IMA LS  

Board & Staff 

BOARD 
Janet Chilson, President 
Claire Warren Ginnan, Vice President 
Cathy Bachman, Treasurer 
Irene Brookins, Secretary 
 
Nicole Barton 
William Bishop 
Jessica Degarmo 
Paul DiPietro 
Victoria Ehlen  
Hope Fenton 
Matthew Fenton 
Kelly Field 
Richard Gridley 
Joshua Latterell 
Tina MacRonald 
Angela May 
Scott Moore 
Brandon Saylor  
Will Shangraw  
 
STAFF 
Elaine Smith- Executive Director 
Deanna O’Brian- Office Manager 
Maggie Groce- Volunteer Coordinator/Educator 
Ryan Donnelly- Marketing/Educator/Curator 
Bob Kurcoba- Facilities & Grounds  
Eric Conklin– Interim Curator/Educator 
Megan Walters– Curator/Educator 

According to Birdcast’s Migration Dashboard more than a half mil-
lion birds passed through the skies around Tanglewood Nature 
Center on their northern migration routes. 

Not this year. Not this month or this week. That’s the number of 
birds that crossed Chemung County on April 14 alone. 
So where are all these birds? Why didn’t we see flocks of field 
sparrows and pine warblers blotting out the sun like swarms of lo-
custs? Because many migrating birds travel at night. 
Millions of birds choose to fly the friendly skies at night for a num-
ber of reasons. 
A big reason is the temperature. Birds expend a lot of energy while 
flying. Given the distance they travel during their migration, it would 
be very easy for them to overheat. Fortunately, the night air is 
much cooler. 
 The trip is definitely safer at night as well. There’s generally less 
turbulence when the sun goes down. There are also fewer preda-
tors. With the exception of owls and nighthawks, most other air-
borne predators are diurnal. 
 
Miles To Go Before We Sleep 
When you’ve only got a short time to fly thousands of miles, some things have to be sacrificed, like a good 
night’s sleep. Scientists have long believed that migrating birds were able to sleep on the wing using a phe-
nomenon called unihemispheric sleep, where one half of their brain sleeps at a time. Dolphins use the same 
method to keep from drowning while they sleep. 
A recent study has confirmed this theory and actually revealed that with some birds, both hemispheres of their 
brain sleep at once. They actually take micro naps for a few seconds at a time while hundreds of feet in the air. 

Migration Tidbits 
Some birds, like the ruby-throated hummingbird, purple martin and Baltimore oriole travel all the way to Mexico 
and Central America. Ruby-throated hummers are famous for making the trip over the Gulf of Mexico non-stop. 
A pretty amazing feat for a bird that weighs about as much as a nickel. 

American robins can travel as far as Mexico, though many stick to the States, over-wintering in Texas and Flor-
ida in flocks of up to half a million. 

Some robins, however, prefer to eschew the long flight and stay put year round. They survive the cold winter by 
increasing their range and substituting worms and insects for a diet of crabapples and berries like juniper and 
holly. 
And what of the Canada goose, the quintessential migrator? Their signature V formation has long been a har-
binger of changing of the seasons. 

Thanks to human intervention, the Canada goose has become a semi-permanent resident of the Twin Tiers 
and many areas in the north, much to the chagrin of golfers and anyone who has a body of water on or near 
their property. 
There are actually several subgroups of Canada geese. Some migrate, some don’t. A type of non-migratory 
Canada goose was introduced into many northern areas to bolster a rapidly decreasing population. They 
thrived, multiplied and now are considered a nuisance. Some municipalities are taking both lethal and non-
lethal steps to cull the growing flocks. 
 
Roosting. For Now 
At this point all the birds have completed their spring migration and will be with us through the summer. But as 
Labor Day rolls around and the nights start getting cooler and longer, take a look up at the night sky. If you 
don’t see anything, it might just be a flock of birds on their way to their winter homes. 
If that’s the case, I wouldn’t stare too long. It could get messy. 
Seriously, stop looking up. 



As of April 21, 2023 
 
New Members  
 

Individual $40 
Brittany Hadlock 
Kathryn Milliken 
 
Senior Family $45 
Tom & June Erbach 
Joyce Folckemer 
 
Family $50 
Brian & Melissa Alexander 
Joseph & Rachel Allison 
Darlene & Peter Batrowny 
Miranda & Michael Brommer 
Natalie & Trevor Browning 
Sarah & Dave Buchholz 
Mary Buckland 
Amy Chervinsky 
Erin Corcoran 
Elizabeth Curran 
Brian Doane 
Olivia Drake 
Kevin & Michelle Fennell 
Valerie & Neil Folnsbee 
Anne Galbraith 
Amy Gomez 
Cynthia Haigh 
David Hanna 
Jackie Hauver 
Shannon Hickey 
Jaime Hoag 
Kate Larson & Ryan Hughes 
Karin Johnson 
Maggie Jones 
Elkin & Alan Koenig 
Felissa Koernig 
Regina & John Koller 
Maria & Marcel Lanahan 
Patricia Lin 
Liv Lovejoy 
Laura & Christopher Mallette 
Anthony Martinez 
Sara Morton 
Ashley & Jeffrey Nelson 

New 
Members & 
Donations 

Shihui & Cameron Nelson 
Leah O’Connor 
Laura & Jared Prescott 
Kristen Raniewicz 
Julie Bellemare & Mark Rasmussen 
Sarah Rayle 
Marcie & Jesse Rice 
Gregg Rogers 
Stephanie Russell 
Crystal & Karim Sadik 
Myia Smith 
Rebecca Smith 
Heather Stanton 
Kevin & Sarah Starkey 
Elena Sterner 
Heather Surine 
Nicholas Tobey 
Josh Turner 
Melissa Wagner 
Jillina Wallace 
Jaclyn & Andrew Welles 
Kaitlyn Wilkinson 
Cheryl & Charlie Williams 
Teresa Willsey 
Kristina Wollenberg 
 
Bluebird $100-499 
Ken & Patricia Alexander 
 
Cardinal $500-999 
Steven & Karol Wight 
 

Continuing 1973 Patron Circle 
Members $1,000+ 
Robert Aumick 
Bill & Ann Bishop 
Dean & Janice Butts 
Joseph & Giuliana Calderone 
Duke & Wendy Carroll 
Janet & Brian Chilson 
Mary Muse & Kevin Coughlin 
Charles & Trudy Craig 
Kintu & Yulonda Early 
Jim & Sharon Emmick 
Tom & Deb Fennell 
Charles & Muriel Friend 
Frank & Linda Gudas 
Gene Herber 
Harry & Jennifer Hillman 
Linda Hillman 
Jon & Donna Homuth 
Conrad Wolan & Kelly Hume 

Deborah & Donald Lauper 
Robert McKinnon 
Janet & John McLaughlin 
Arthur & Beverly Morrell 
Thomas & Margaret Morse 
Kevin Orvek 
Mary Anne & William Perks 
Thomas & Katherine Roehlke 
Stuart & Lucy Schweizer 
Alan & Maria Winston 
 
Annual Appeal 
Mike Bono 
Linda & Joel Buice 
Gerry & Carolyn Caruso 
Joy Casciotti 
Mary Chervenak 
Lori Crumb 
Walter & Priscilla Deichmann 
Barbara Friedman 
Rich Gridley 
Frank & Linda Gudas 
Dawn Haag 
Jerry & Linda Haley 
John Heitman 
Mary Hoffman 
Douglas Iszard 
Katharine Mead 
Mark Holman & Maureen Mines 
Art & Bev Morrell 
Kammie Morrisey 
Brenda Norris 
Thomas & Patricia Santulli 
Brett Shelton 
David & Patricia Silvernail 
Peter & Lynn Smith 
Marilynn Sullivan 
Elm Chevrolet  
 
Animal Sponsors 
Fortier Family 
J. Quinn Deutschlander 
 
Monetary Donations 
Amazon 
Community Foundation 
Lori Crumb 
Facebook 
Maureen Mines & Mark Holman 
John Neidrich 
Onehope 
 

RCP Helping Hands Donor Advised Fund at the Community Foundation of Elmira-Corning and 
the Finger Lakes, Inc. 
Southside High School Class of 56 
United Way 
 
In Memory of Matthew Perry 
Duke & Wendy Carroll   Wendy Cimmet 
Denise Emery    Mimi Updegraff & John Hasford  
Georgianna Keser    Suzanne Lambert 
Jerome & Louise O’Dell   Karen Peterson 
James & Glynis Scott     
Rev. and Mrs. R. Stanley Sutton – United Methodist Foundation of West Ohio 
 
In Memory of Norma Brooks 
Albert & Deborah Ash  Athenaeum Club 
Bill & Ann Bishop   Sue Bowes 
Duke & Wendy Carroll  Charles & Muriel Friend 
Frank and Linda Gudas  Barbara McDowell 
Peggy Streeter   Thomas & Elizabeth Tranter 
 
In Memory of John Moretti 
Duke & Wendy Carroll 
Scott Cook 
 
In Memory of Katherine Mekos 
Duke & Wendy Carroll 
Karen Monborne 
Tom & Barb Sekella 
 
In Honor of Liz White and Sons 
Mary Gore 
 
In Honor of Dr. Charles Friend 
Charley & Lori Friend 
 
In Honor of Lois Gridley 
Rich Gridley 
 
Happy Retirement to Dr. Paul Donnelly 
Joanne Paulison, Doug & Tami Willard and Tony & Maurina Ruggiero 
 
In Memory of Christine Thorborg 
Karen Hayes 
 
In Kind Donations 
Irene Brookins  Children’s books 
Duke & Wendy Carroll Membership renewal supplies 
Cook Painting  Staining our garage, computer monitors and scaffolding 
Jay Schissell   Bird Watching for Children book 
Angus Smart   Animal food, hammock and plants 
Roger & Penni TenEyck Office and craft supplies 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 


