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Internship: applications are accepted on a rolling basis. We offer 

undergraduate students the opportunity to work alongside our staff in 

three positions: animal care/museum, environmental education, and non-

profit management. Internships are unpaid but can usually be used for 

college credits. Please email your application and a cover letter to Maggie, 

Volunteer Coordinator (volunteer.tanglewood@gmail.com).  

 

Animal Care and Museum Curator internship: 

This position has duties including cleaning, maintaining and designing 

museum exhibits, feeding and healthcare for animals, and handling/

socializing animals.  

 

Environmental Education internship: 

Position involves assisting with or conducting educational workshops and 

programs, guided tours, and hikes.   

 

Committee Members: Committee opportunities are available for: 

Fundraising, Facilities and Trails, Community Relations, Human 

Resources and Nominating and Board Development. 

Tanglewood Nature Center & Museum 

443 Coleman Ave. Elmira NY 14903 

Phone: 607-732-6060   

www.tanglewoodnaturecenter.com 

 

Nature Center Hours of Operation: 

Tuesday-Friday 9am-4pm 

Saturday 10am-4pm 

Trails open dawn-dusk 365 days/year 

 

Nature Center Holiday Closures:  

New Yearôs Eve. New Yearôs Day, Memorial 

Day, Independence Day, Labor Day, 

Columbus Day, Thanksgiving Day, 

Christmas Eve and Christmas Day. 

 

Contact Us: 

Talk The newsletter of Tanglewood 

Tanglewood 

Volunteer & Internship Opportunities   

Message From Scott Moore 
By Scott Moore-Board incoming president 
 
On a Saturday morning, the sun is out and the parking lot is filling up. People are preparing for a     
birthday party in the Nature Center and one in the Lodge. There are five or so people working in the 
community garden, led by former board president Janet Chilson. Mother and son volunteers are      
preparing meals for the raptors, snakes and other furry and scaly animal ambassadors. Tanglewood is 
buzzing with activity. My favorite activity this sunny day is to take Hank, our resident red tail hawk, for a 
walk in the woods. I enter his enclosure and he initially plays 
ñhard to getò. Flying from branch to branch. Eventually, he  
settles down and jumps on a low perch and he allows me to 
approach with my gloved hand, hook up his jesses (leather 
straps around his lower leg) to a tether attached to the glove 
and take him from his enclosure to the trails. We walk down 
the childrenôs trail, out around the teaching pond. We           
encounter a young family looking for frogs. The tree swallows 
do not like Hank in their domain and begin swooping a foot 
from my head. I duck, Hank sits calmly on the glove. Up the 
red trail to the Presidentôs trail and circle the meadow. Hank 
begins to squawk as we walk. I mention this to Meghan, the 
animal curator, and she mentions itôs mating season so Hank 
may be trying to attract his girlfriend who in the past has      
appeared outside his enclosure. We arrive at the bench    
overlooking the Nature Center and watch as the parking lot 
fills with party goers. When I was first on the Tanglewood 
Board in the early 2000ôs, we were moving from the old one 
room building on Water Board property off West Hill Road to 
the new Nature Center off Coleman Avenue. We had a few 
frogs, turtles and a rabbit for programs and no raptors. Fast 
forward twenty years and our executive director, Elaine Smith, 
and her staff have created a vibrant and thriving nature center 
that serves the community and draws visitors from outside the 
area. Tanglewood is a natural treasure that I personally     
cherish and I know many others do as well. 
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Upcoming Events at Tanglewood!  
   Clear your calendars and get ready for these festivities 

SUMMER CAMP! 
July 1st through August 23rd 

Sign up for one week or for many! Different themes each week. Grades K-2 and 3-5.Explore our camps featuring 

captivating new adventures alongside beloved classics! From wilderness survival skills to eco-art, our camps offer 

something for every young explorer.  
 
 
SUMMER DROP IN PROGRAMS 
Tuesday 7/2/24 11am-12pm 
Tuesday   8/6/24 11am-12pm 
Members $5 per family  
Non Members $8 per family 

Join us for two exciting, hour-long summer programs designed for families seeking fun and educational activities. 

On July 2nd, educator Ryan will cover all things reptiles and amphibians, from snakes and turtles to frogs and 

toads. Dive into the fascinating world of these amazing creatures. Then, on August 8th, join Maggie for an         

exploration of the many different birds that can be found around Tanglewood. Maggie will share her extensive 

knowledge, helping you identify and appreciate the diverse bird species in our area. These programs are perfect 

for families looking for summertime adventures. Don't miss out on the fun and learning! 

 

MONARCH BUTTERFLY WORKSHOP 
Saturday 7/27/24 10am-12pm 

Join Tanglewood volunteer, Beverly Morrell, as she leads you through the life of a monarch butterfly- from egg to 

adult and back again. You will also get the opportunity to begin to grow your own butterfly for eventual release! We 

provide the milkweed, small butterfly habitat and other materials. There will be a $25 fee for this workshop and you 

must preregister online. 

 
 
PHOTO CONTEST 
Entries Accepted 7/5/24-8/30/24 
Calling all photographers! Whether you're 
a seasoned pro or a budding young tal-
ent, our "Nature Reflected" photo contest 
is the perfect opportunity to showcase 
your skills and capture the beauty of the 
natural world. We have four exciting cate-
gories for you to enter: Landscape, Ani-
mals, Plants, and a   special General Na-
ture category for youth (17 and under). 
The winners of each category will receive 
their stunning photos inkjet printed on 
glass. Don't miss out on this chance to 
shine! Register online. 
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From Rehabilitation to Education: The Journey of  

Tanglewood's Raptors  By Megan Walters 

 
  
  As the days grow longer and warmer, our excitement for summer only grows. As Camp Director, I get 
excited to see all my months of hard work pay off once the lodge is full of laughter and learning. This summer, 
we have some exciting new offerings, as well as reimagining some old favorites. Let us take a quick peek at 
some of the offerings for this summer! 

We start the summer with a short, 3-day camp week. This week is a great way to explore if summer camp might 
be a good fit for your child. One of the camps happening during this week is our ñNature of STEMò camp for kids 
who have completed third through fifth grade. It is a chance for students to explore a few different aspects of 
STEM. Students will learn basic coding, do chemistry experiments, and explore some ecology! This camp is 
perfect for any kid who is curious about how things work and is ready to get creative while experimenting.  

 Another exciting summer camp opportunity is perfect for all your budding artists! Our ñNatureôs Canvasò 
camp will allow campers to let their creative juices flow! We will explore nature photography, how to make art 
from recycled materials, and even learn about nature journaling. This camp is perfect for the kids who have 
completed third through fifth grade and have a love for both nature and art! 

 Finally, a returning favorite camp is getting some new activities and a new name! Our ñDino Discoveryò 
camp will follow a similar theme of our ñDino Digsò camp of previous years, but will feature a few new activities. 
We will do experiments to learn about what paleontologists know about dinosaurs, meet living dinosaurs like 
Hank and Bernice, and end the week creating our own amber slime. This camp is perfect for any dinosaur 
fanatic who has finished kindergarten through second grade. 

 While these are just a few highlights, all camps will have the chance to get out and explore nature, meet 
our animal ambassadors up close, and create lifelong memories. Summer camp is right around the corner and 
we still have openings in most camps, so sign up for one or more weeks for your little explorers (shameless plug 
over)! 

Board & Staff 

BOARD 
Scott Moore- President 
William Bishop- Vice President 
Cathy Bachman- Treasurer 
Laurie Garner- Secretary 
 
Nicole Barton 
Irene Brookins 
Greg Clark 
Peigi Cook 
Paul DiPietro 
Victoria Ehlen 
Kelly Field 
Claire Warren Ginnan 
Richard Gridley 
Joshua Latterell 
Tina MacRonald 
Angela Tufillaro 
 
 
 
STAFF 
Elaine Smith- Executive Director 
Deanna OôBrian- Office Manager 
Maggie Groce- Volunteer Coordinator/Educator 
Ryan Donnelly- Marketing/Educator/Curator 
Bob Kurcoba- Facilities & Grounds  
Megan Walters– Curator/Educator 

Naturally, when we bring our raptors for a program we receive a lot of questions. These questions often range 
from how fast can they fly, what do they eat, to how did we get these raptors?  
The story behind all our raptors here at Tanglewood all starts at the same modest website managed by the In-
ternational Wildlife Rehabilitation Council (IWRC) and a shared classification: óinjured and non-releasableô. This 
designation is given to raptors who have sustained a psychological or physical injury which would prevent them 
from living in the wild. Consequently, we receive our birds from a variety of rehabilitation clinics from across the 
country. 
Take Sophie, our great horned owl, for example. Originally from Alaska Sophieôs journey to Tanglewood began 
with an unfortunate run-in with a car which landed her in a rehabilitation clinic. Despite the efforts of the rehabil-
itation clinic Sophieôs wing never mended properly. Understandably, Sophie was a young owl averse to human 
contact with incredibly fragile bones.  
However, Sophieôs story doesnôt end here, trained professionals recognized Sophieôs potential as an animal 
ambassador. Through patience and many weeks of training Sophie learned to trust handlers, perch on a glove, 
and engage with visitors—a true testament to her resilience and adaptability. Once trained she was listed on 
the IWRC website, it was here where Tanglewood eagerly applied to welcome Sophie to a new home.  
After confirming that Sophie would be a good fit for us we began securing permits from regulating bodies such 
as the New York Department of Environmental Conservation and the United States Fish and Wildlife Depart-
ment. This step, albeit less glamorous, is a crucial step in validating the acquisition and transfer of our raptor 
residents. 
While bureaucratic hurdles may seem daunting, they pale in comparison to the joy of witnessing each bird, with 
its own unique journey, enrich our program and educate our visitors about the importance of wildlife conserva-
tion. 

Photos by Ryan Donnelly 
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STEM, Art, and Dinos All Create an Unforgettable 
Summer By Maggie Groce 



As of May 15, 2024 
 
New Members  
 
Individual $40 
Natalie Amisano 
Mary Hoffman 
Louise Richardson 
Ian Statham 
 
Senior Family $45 
Calvin & Brenda Barnstead 
Peigi Cook 
Richard & Karen Kilpatrick 
Robin Quartly 
Nancy Siegele 
Bill & Patsy Stowell 
 
Family $50 
Anthony Affissio 
Rebecca Allington 
Maria Antepara-Chavez 
Catrina Arnold 
Cameron & Kimberli Avery 
Julie Bellemare 
Michaela Belloma 
Nicollette Bennett 
Matthew Ross & Katherine Birkett 
Kristen Boscarino 
Morgan Brojakowski 
Jessica Buterbaugh 
Jonas & Cindy Byler 
Betty Davis & Glynn Carter 
Kelly Cooper 
Kelly & Daniel Copp 
Lauren Czyz 
Alexander Davis 
Keith Della Vecchia 
Nicholas & Jodi DeRico 
Hannah Dunlavey 
Sydney Forcier 
James French 
Lori & Sean Friend 
Karen Gillette 
Ashlee Harvey 
Beth & Robert Hesch 
Samantha Icenhower 
Nicholas & Abigail Joensen 
Don Keddell 

New 
Members & 
Donations 

Amber & Jeff Kemp 
Summer Kenefick 
Ellyn King 
Heather Kosty 
Melody Lachut 
Kyle & Danielle Lambert 
Lorrie Mansfield 
Devarajan Manu 
Richard & Darlene Marino 
Amanda McGinnis 
Mary & Daniel Meisner 
Kevin & Jialin Nah 
Nazia & Christopher O'Conner 
Tanya Osborn 
Allison Peak-Moon 
Mark Pitner 
Kellie Putman 
Kait & Dan Ripley 
Shawn Ropars 
Melea Sayward 
Pamela Seeley 
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Sepka 
Jessica & Jared Smith 
Michelle & Bradley Smith 
Jeff & Janelle Steiner 
Brice Storch 
Corey & Kevin Tremaine 
Marika & David Tsiklauri 
Sarah Vallely 
Genevieve Wade 
Brianna Wold 
Cheryl Wright 
Hong Xu 
 
Bluebird $100-499 
Tom & Barbara Blumer 
Trista Farnham 
 
As always, thank you to all of our 
renewing and loyal members-too 
many to list. 
 
Continuing Patron Members 
$1,000+ 
Robert Aumick 
William & Ann Bishop 
Dean & Janice Butts 
Joseph & Giuliana Calderone 
Duke & Wendy Carroll 
Janet & Brian Chilson 
Mary Muse & Kevin Coughlin 
Kintu & Yulonda Early 
Jim & Sharon Emmick 
Thomas & Deborah Fennell 
Charles & Muriel Friend 
Frank & Linda Gudas 
Gene Herber 

Harry & Jennifer Hillman 
Linda Hillman 
Jon & Donna Homuth 
Conrad Wolan & Kelly Hume 
Deborah & Donald Lauper 
Janet & John McLaughlin 
Arthur & Beverly Morrell 
Thomas & Margaret Morse 
Kevin Orvek 
Mary Anne & William Perks 
Stuart & Lucy Schweizer 
Alan & Maria Winston 
 
Animal Sponsors 
Fortier Family 
 
Monetary Donations 
Duke & Wendy Carroll 
Danaher Foundation 
Michael & Kathleen Galvin 
Onehope 
David & Patricia Silvernail 
United Way 
Colton Wheeler 
 
Grants 
Anderson Foundation 
Community Foundation of Elmira-Corning and 
the Finger Lakes, Inc. 
Employee Vibrant Community Grant from 
Corning Community Impact and Investment  
 
Annual Appeal Donations 
Tedd & Carol Arnold 
Rob Aumick 
Matt & Anne Brand 
Joy Casciotti 
Carlos & Kristina Flores 
Mike & Debbie Gesek 
Rich Gridley 
Ed & Laura Hunkele 
Art & Bev Morrell 
Bob & Michelle Norton 
Sheila Reed 
Brett Shelton 
Peter & Lynn Smith 
Rui Zhang & Danhong Zhong 
Elm Chevrolet  
Southerntier Custom Fabricators  
 
April Day of Giving 
Kathryn Aguilar 
Kristen Boscarino 
Gerald & Carolyn Caruso 
Brian & Janet Chilson 
Elizabeth Cox in Memory of Carolyn Moore 
Paul & Lindy DiPietro 
Erin Doane 

Ryan Donnelly 
Cheryl  Galvani 
Sean & Laurie Garner 
Lee Gernert-Larrea in Memory of Daniel 
Larrea 
Rich Gridley 
Michael & Michelle Halperin 
Alan Held 
Christopher Heth 
Linda Hillman 
Jeremy & Lynsey Hourihan 
Lionel Hutle 
Sue Larson 
Fred Loomis 
Colleen McCall 
John & Janet McLaughlin 
Scott & Sharon Moore 
Paul Donnelly & Mary Nevin 
Tim & Pam Newton 
Lynette Rexford 
Amy Sarno 
Ann Sitrin 
Catherine Tobin 
Angela Tufillaro 
Todd & Claire Warren Ginnan 
Jess Westlake 
Cheryl Wright 
Starbucks Corning  
 
Pollinator Garden Sponsor 
Sara Hyland - In Memory of Ellen Hyland 
 
Meg Camp Sponsors 
Tedd & Carol Arnold 
Ann Brouse 
Joseph & Giuliana Calderone 
Duke & Wendy Carroll 
Brian & Janet Chilson 
Gail Hensen in Memory of Alice Lowman 
Linda Hillman 
Jon & Donna Homuth 
Don & Deb Lauper 
Paul Schweizer 
Jay Schissel & Jeri Wall 
 
Summer Camp Sponsor 
Sara Hurley 
Mary Johnson 
 
Our deepest gratitude for thoughtful 
gifts in memory of: 
 
Robert Bishop 
From 
Duke & Wendy Carroll 
Stu & Lucy Schweizer 
Alan & Maria Winston 
 

Karin Howland 
From 
Peter & Margaret Howland 
Sara Hurley 
Geraldine Moore 
Patricia Richards 
Margaret Streeter 
Dr. David Webb 
Wix, Wenger & Weidner Attorneys at Law 
 
Our appreciation for gifts in honor of: 
 
Elizabeth White 
From 
Mary Gore 
 
Happy Retirement Cynthia Raj 
From 
Larry & Maddy Dolkart 
 
In Kind Donations 
Jennifer Collins Items from our Amazon wish list 
Allan Curren  Red-ear slider turtle shell 
Tom & Kathe Gee Rabbit hutch 
Brendalyn Keefer Audubon books 
Bonnie Schweizer Mammal water bottles, Halloween 
   sign, books for the childrenôs trail 
Liz Zillinski  Chinchilla food and Alfa bedding 
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