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Reflecting on 2024, we began the year with our Executive Director Elaine taking a well-earned three-month 
sabbatical – birding, hiking, camping, and recharging after 20 years at the helm. Her absence reminded us 
how much we value her leadership. While our team, especially Office Manager Deanna, kept Tanglewood 
running smoothly, we were thrilled to welcome Elaine back with renewed energy and enthusiasm for the 
years ahead. 
 
A solar eclipse party offered a rare opportunity to glimpse the sun’s dance behind the moon and allowed for a 
unique learning opportunity. Meanwhile, Elaine and Bev Morrell led a monarch butterfly workshop that  
inspired budding entomologists of all ages. One of our summer camps focused on nature-inspired art and  
culminated in an art show featuring stunning photography, paintings, and pottery by the participants. 
 
Twilight at Tanglewood, our annual fundraiser, was another success. Guests enjoyed tastings from Local 
breweries, wineries, and a cidery while savoring Jamaican and Mexican cuisine. Live music by local guitarist 
Justin Raynor added to the vibrant atmosphere. Haunted Happenings delighted visitors of all ages with 
games, hayrides, and our annual Chili Cookoff, where Annie Latterell’s recipe took top honors. 
 
We welcomed a new feathered friend Casper the barn owl, joining our other bird ambassadors in  
programs. If you have not met Casper, I encourage you to do so. He has beautiful coloring and impressive 
dance moves.  
 
Our Canopy Walkway project, a breathtaking walk through the treetops, made significant progress in 2024. 
Inspired by Elmira native and world-renowned field biologist Meg Lowman, this project received public grants 
and generous community donations that will allow us to build the walkway. Meg joined us to share her vision 
of connecting people with nature worldwide through canopy walkways. In 2025, we will be soliciting the larger 
community for financial support. 
 
Next year will be an exciting challenge as we bring this vision to life. During construction, we invite you to  
continue enjoying our trails and programs. Your financial support for Tanglewood’s operations is critical as 
we grow and build for the future. 
 
Thank you to Elaine, Deanna, Ryan, Maggie and Megan and all our volunteers. Tanglewood is fortunate to 
have you passionately spreading the love of nature. Have a happy and healthy holiday season! See you next 
year. 

An Amazing Year at Tanglewood By Scott Moore, Board President 

 

Internship: applications are accepted on a rolling basis. We 

offer undergraduate students the opportunity to work alongside 

our staff in three positions: animal care/museum, environmental 

education, and non-profit management. Internships are unpaid 

but can usually be used for college credits. Please email your 

application and a cover letter to Maggie, Volunteer Coordinator 

(volunteer.tanglewood@gmail.com).  

 

Animal Care and Museum Curator internship: 

This position has duties including cleaning, maintaining and de-

signing museum exhibits, feeding and healthcare for animals, 

and handling/socializing animals.  

 

Environmental Education internship: 

Position involves assisting with or conducting educational work-

shops and programs, guided tours, and hikes.   

 

Committee Members: Committee opportunities are available 

for: Fundraising, Facilities and Trails, Community Relations, Hu-

man Resources and Nominating and Board Development. 

Tanglewood Nature Center & Museum 
443 Coleman Ave. Elmira NY 14903 
Phone: 607-732-6060   
www.tanglewoodnaturecenter.com 
 
Nature Center Hours of Operation: 
Tuesday-Friday 9am-4pm 
Saturday 10am-4pm 
Trails open dawn-dusk 365 days/year 
 
Nature Center Holiday Closures:  
New Year’s Eve. New Year’s Day, 
Memorial Day, Independence Day, 
Labor Day, Columbus Day, 
Thanksgiving Day, Christmas Eve and 
Christmas Day. 
 

Volunteer & Internship 
Opportunities   Contact Us: 



  As the wind blows stronger, the snow starts falling, and the 
days get shorter, to me it can only mean one thing-summer camp is 
coming! Well-not really, but I’m definitely starting my planning! It’s 
fun to think about what types of activities we’ll try this summer and 
thinking about the grounds being full of squeals and giggles. While 
we might not be that close to summer camp, we are coming up on 
the next best thing-winter break program! This is always a great 
way for kids to keep learning and exercising their brains during 
winter break. We have made some exciting changes to this year’s 
camp that I can’t wait to share! 

Our winter break program this year will run on Tuesday February 18th from 10am-3pm. You read that 
right-a WHOLE DAY PROGRAM! We are so excited to use this program as a way for kids to see how 
they like a full day of Tanglewood fun. A whole day means it can be a trial for kids who want to try our 
summer camp programming, without the commitment of a whole week. This will give us a chance to do 
some longer activities, fit in even more activities, and hopefully spend more time outdoors during the 
program (weather permitting of course). Little explorers planning to come to the program should be 
prepared with a packed lunch to fuel their bodies for adventure, though Tanglewood will provide a light 
afternoon snack prior to pick up! 

While we don’t have specific activities all planned out just yet, there are some Tanglewood classics that 
returning and new campers alike will love. Our program will be designed for the interests/ abilities of our 
students in 1st-4th grade. It will of course include an animal show where students can get an up close 
look at our animals, interact with them, and learn all about them. We will perform hands-on experiments 
based on our topics, make slime, and create a take-home craft! If the weather cooperates, we will hike 
down and explore at the fort area off the yellow trail and play games outside, so children should come 
prepared for the weather! 

If you and your kids are interested in being a part of our winter break program, registration should be 
opening up soon! Keep an eye on our weekly emails and social media for more info on registration. I 
can’t wait to shake off the winter blues with this fun program in February, and I hope to see some 
familiar and new faces there! 

Board & Staff 

BOARD 
Scott Moore, President 
William Bishop, Vice President 
Janet Chilson, Treasurer 
Laurie Garner, Secretary 
 
Irene Brookins 
Kevin Gallagher 
Greg Clark 
Paul DiPietro 
Claire Warren Ginnan 
Richard Gridley 
Joshua Latterell 
Tina MacRonald 
Angela Tufillaro  
Kevin Orvek 
Rick McNeilly 
Deb Fennell 
 
STAFF 
Elaine Smith- Executive Director 
Deanna O’Brian- Office Manager 
Maggie Groce- Volunteer Coordinator/Educator 
Ryan Donnelly- Marketing/Educator  
Bob Kurcoba- Facilities & Grounds  
Megan Walters– Curator/Educator 
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Winter Break Program-A Fun Way to Beat the Winter Blues!  
By Maggie Groce 

Photo by Ryan Donnelly 

Photo by Luarie Garner  

Photos by Ryan Donnelly 

Photo by  
Jesse Kendall 

Photo by  
Alex Schulz 

Photo by Mishal Osman 



 

 

Upcoming Events at Tanglewood in 2025!  
   Clear your calendars and get ready for these festivit ies  

Tuesday Drop In Programs  
January-March, 11am- 12pm 
Cost: $5 for Tanglewood members, $10 for non-members.  
Join our monthly science expeditions for hands-on learning! Perfect for ages 5 and up, these programs ca-
ter to homeschooling families but welcome everyone. Dive into different STEM topics, explore the outdoors, 
and 
 interact with animals. Be prepared for outdoor adventures!  
2025 topics: 
1/14/25 - Venomous vs poisonous- A closer look at defense mechanisms with Ryan 
2/11/25 - Invasive species with Megan 
3/11/25 - Mad Science Experiments with Maggie 
 
Owl Walk 
Saturday, January 25th, 4:30pm-5:30pm 
$7 For members, $10 non members Pre-registration is required. Payment must be made at time of  
registration  
Join us for a night hike to call in some of our native wild owls. We’ll begin the evening with some basics 
about owl habitats, adaptations, and behavior, and introduce you to our resident non-releasable owls, So-
phie the Great Horned Owl, Ollie the Barred Owl and Casper the Barn Owl. Then hit the trail! BYO head-
lamp/flashlight. Attendance will be capped at 30 guests. Ages 5 and up welcome, but use your best judg-
ment about how fun it is for littles to hike at night in winter.  
 
Winter Program 
February 18th, 10am-3pm   
Open to 1st-4th graders 
Our Winter Break Program is just around the corner! Join us on February 18th for an exciting winter adven-
ture as we explore the wonders of the season through the eyes of animals from around the globe. Discover 
how animals migrate, hibernate, and adapt to survive in chilly climates. 
Participants will enjoy an animal show featuring fascinating creatures like owls, rabbits, and turtles, and get 
creative with fun crafts. Build your own fort for hibernation and 
design your very own winter animal! 
This program is designed like camp and runs from 10 AM to 3 
PM. Be sure to pack a lunch and dress warmly, as we'll also ven-
ture out on the trails to search for signs of wildlife. 
 
Annual Meeting Pancake Breakfast 
Saturday, March 1st, 10am-12pm  Members only 
Recap the highlights of 2024 with a pancake breakfast. We’ll  
announce this year’s Volunteer of the Year and spend time  
connecting with fellow members! Keep an eye on your mailbox, 
member invitations are on the way!  
 
Bluebird Walk & Talk 
Saturday, March 22nd, 11am-12pm 
Join our director, Elaine, for a Bluebird Walk and Talk! Discover  
fascinating facts about New York's state bird and enjoy a guided 
walk as we search for these vibrant beauties.  
 
For more info and new events, check out our website and  
social media pages.  6 3 Photo by Roger Allarie 

Wish List: 

For the Animals 

Fresh fruit & veggies (esp. non-iceburg lettuce, carrots, 

tomatoes,  

broccoli, asparagus, sweet potatoes, strawberries, mel-

on, corn on the cob, blueberries, asparagus) 

Gift Cards from: Petco, PetSmart, Grocery Stores (esp. 

Miniers) 

Newspapers 

For the Office/Building 

White office paper and/or card stock 

Drink cups (paper, compostable- packs of 25 or more) 

Coffee cups (paper, compostable-packs of 25 or more) 

Paper towels, toilet paper (Scott only), Kleenex 

Gift Cards from: Staples, Sam’s 

 

For Programs/Camp/Exhibits/Trails 

Crayons  

Construction Paper 

Glue Sticks 

Washable Markers 

Scotch tape 

Duct tape 

Pencils 

Children’s nature books for Little Free 

Library 

 

For Fundraisers/Facility Rental 

Gift Certificates to anywhere for our 

fundraisers 

Bamboo Silverware 

Plates (paper, compostable- packs of 

25 or more) 

Recycled napkins 

Trophic Cascades: What truly changed the course of 
the rivers in Yellowstone? 
By Megan Walters 
 

Trophic cascades; a powerful indirect interaction that occurs when a species in the food web is 
suppressed or reintroduced. The most notable example? The reintroduction of wolves to             
Yellowstone, or so, that's what everyone thought.  

The story is straightforward. In 1995 the US Fish and Wildlife service, National parks service and 
many academic institutions helped release gray wolves back to yellowstone. Gray wolves are a 
keystone predator, this means the role they play in the ecosystem has a disproportionately large 
impact on their ecosystem.  

Once wolves were reintroduced the predation of herbivores, namely elk, increased. As the wolves 
hunted the elk it was noted their behavior changed. Instead of being more sedentary and grazing a 
plot of land until it had nothing left to offer the elk anymore, the elk were moving much more         
frequently. This is called the ecology of 
fear. The elk had learned where they are 
more susceptible to being hunted and 
have learned to avoid those areas, or 
move quickly through them. This allowed 
for plants to regenerate between grazing 
sessions, namely plants like aspen and 
willow. 

As the plants recovered, especially those 
along the banks of rivers it was noted 
that the level of erosion along the banks 
decreased as well. All of this to say,   
scientists believed that by reintroducing 
gray wolves to yellowstone the course of 
the rivers had changed. 
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As of December 18, 2024 
 
New Members  
 
Individual $40 
Penny Cole 
 
Senior Family $45 
Edward & Kim Lagonegro 
Andrew & Cecilia Yaniga 
 
Family $50 
Brenda Bomysoad 
Barb Borrelli 
Rosalynn Brown 
Pam Callahan 
Andre Chalk 
Samantha Clair 
Pamela Claypool 
Chad Davis 
Katie DeLaney 
Samantha & Taylor Eck 
Sandy Gordon 
Alyssa Blank & Tabarris Hamilton II 
Ed Harrington 
Karen Kotch 
Elaine & Luke LaBell 
Judy & Fred Loomis 
Brian Lorenz 
Katie Martin 
Matthew Murray 
Ameigh O'Connell 
Catherine Olander 
Mary Beth Prechtl 
Katrina Royle 
Jean Chapman & Dane Sammis 
Patsy & Bill Stowell 
Gary & Carla Strong 
Sravani & Botu Venkatesh 
Joanna Warzyszynska 
Matthew & Sue Weibel 
Colton Zurn 
 
Bluebird $100-$499 
Denis & Carol Negri 
Annie Finnerty & Adam Smith 
 
Continuing Patron Members $1,000+ 
Robert Aumick 
William & Ann Bishop 

New 
Members & 
Donations 

Ann Brouse 
Dean & Janice Butts 
Joseph & Giuliana Calderone 
Duke & Wendy Carroll 
Janet & Brian Chilson 
Mary Muse & Kevin Coughlin 
Kintu & Yulonda Early 
Jim & Sharon Emmick 
Thomas & Deborah Fennell 
Charles & Muriel Friend 
Frank & Linda Gudas 
Harry & Jennifer Hillman 
Linda Hillman 
Jon & Donna Homuth 
Deborah & Donald Lauper 
Janet & John McLaughlin 
Arthur & Beverly Morrell 
Kammie Morrisey 
Thomas & Margaret Morse 
Kevin Orvek 
Stuart & Lucy Schweizer 
Alan & Maria Winston 
 
Annual Appeal 
Tedd & Carol Arnold 
Athenaeum Club 
Cathy  Bachman 
Michael Bono 
Lynda Brand 
Dean & Linda Brooks 
Ruth Bruning 
Joel & Linda Buice 
Dean & Jan Butts 
Joseph & Guiliana Calderone 
Duke & Wendy Carroll 
Bill & Pam Caroscio 
Phil Carpentier 
Brian & Janet Chilson 
Penny Cole 
Timothy & Judith Coleman 
Vinnie Collins 
Matthew & Margaret Collins 
Corning Black Employee's Network 
Douglas Cotton 
Charles & Trudy Craig 
Josh & Lauren Czyz 
Lynn Decher 
Walter & Priscilla Deichmann 
Mark & Julie Delgrosso 
Paul & Melinda DiPietro 
Larry & Maddy Dolkart 
Jan & Carol Eberhard 
Thomas & Deborah Fennell 
Bill & Bobbi Furnas 
Mark & Sandra Gibson 
Rich Gridley 
Cynthia Haigh 

Linda Haley 
Jerry & Linda Haley 
John Heitmann 
Linda Hillman 
Don & Deb Lauper 
Charles & Teresa Lockner 
Deanna Middaugh 
Ann Millhollen 
Polly Moretti 
John & Elizabeth Morrisey 
Barbara Niles 
Krista Niles-Updyke 
Brenda Norris 
Robert & Michelle Norton 
Robert & Karen Petzke 
Al & Barbara Preucil 
Lynette Rexford 
Bob & Kristin Rider 
Thomas & Patricia Santulli 
Brett Shelton 
Heather Stanton 
Martin Strong 
Gayle Temple 
Jennifer Trimber 
Arie & Clare van den Blink 
Richard & Michelle VanBrunt 
Kirk & Barbara Vieselmeyer 
Jay Schissell & Jeri Wall 
Bill & Charlotte Winkky 
Earl & Sally Wright 
Yunis Realty  
 
FLX Gives 
Shabnam Rezazadeh Allwood 
Arasgoyals 
Rob Aumick  
Cathy Bachman 
Whitney Birkett 
Natalie and Trevor Browning  
Duke & Wendy Carroll 
Gerry & Carolyn Caruso 
Rachelle Cieplik 
The Clarks 
Derek & Karen Cromer 
Cheri and Ken  
Paul Donnelly 
Ryan Donnelly 
Karl and Ginny Ehemann 
Maria Elston 
Pauline Emery 
Kevin Falkenberg 
Sean & Laurie A Garner 
Lynn G 
Groce 
Susan Gruber 
Halperin Family 
JB Hambruch  
Jennifer Herrick 

 
Randi Hewit 
Valerie Heywood 
Saige Hupman 
Kalininskiy Family 
Marcus & Charlotte Kantz 
Angela Kosmicki Narosky 
Bob k 
Michael and Ellen Lanahan 
Josh Latterell 
Katharine Mead 
Maureen Mines 
Mary Nevin 
Elley Newton 
Pamela Newton 
Barry Nicholson 
Mary Ella Passage 
Rick Pirozzolo 
Podolec Family 
Leslie Potter 
Sujata Ramaiah 
Alexis Rolston 
Sam Mertus 
Shawn Ropars  
Liz Wayne 
Penelope J Schoonmaker 
Rev. Betsy Sentigar 
Sara Shaut 
In memory of Chris Walton 
In memory of Christopher Walton 
John Sirianni 
Elaine Smith 
Chris Smith 
Dawn Smith 
Paul Solyn 
Andrew & Katie Strickler 
Walters Family 
Marianne Warneke 
Claire Warren Ginnan 
Anonymous 
Devan & Avery Ginnan 
Kevin Wasson 
Jane Winters 
 
Monetary Donations 
Charles Beck 
Joanne Casazza 
Thomas & Kathleen Dubel 
Barbara Friedman 
Sylvia Ginnan 
Geoff Heywood 
Art & Bev Morrell 
Paypal Giving Fund 
Gaylen Raisler 
UK Online Giving Foundation 
United Way of the Southern Tier 
Eric Burns & Lynn Williams 
 

 
Grants 
Chemung County ARPA Funds 
Corning Community Impact, 
Tioga Downs Foundation 
 
Canopy Walkway Grants and Donations 
John Alexander 
Tedd & Carol Arnold 
Williams Companies/Dandi Mini Mart 
Art & Bev Morrell 
Lynette Rexford 
Laura Walker 
 
Haunted Happenings Sponsors 
Eaton Corporation 
Emhart Glass 
Elmira Structures 
Kennedy Valve 
 
In Kind Donations 
Carol Arnold  Children’s nature books 
James Horlgan Dishwasher 
John McLaughlin Books for gift shop give away 
 
Happy Birthday Laura – From Emily Keebler 
In Honor of Dr. Charles and Muriel Friend—Charley & Lori Friend 
In Honor of Jay Schissell and Jeri Wall – Julia Meyer 
Merry Christmas Roberta Hoffman – Ron & Laurel Gabel 
 
Our deepest gratitude for thoughtful gifts in memory of: 
 
Christopher Walton 
From: 
Peter & Kimberly Chalk 
Ryan Cronauer 
Michael & Teresa McManus 
Sean & Laura O’Reilly 
Michael & Joanne Sheahan 
Marc & Tracey Stemmerman 
 
Merrill Lynn 
From: 
Hans Bernhardt 
Duke & Wendy Carroll 
Rich Gridley 
John Helfinstine 
Jay Schissell and Jeri Wall 
 
John Bailey 
From: Jeffrey Bailey  
 
Midge Scott  
From: Margaret Streeter 
 
Karin Howland  
From: Julie Hamann, Ann Thorner, Avery & Beth Shipley  
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Photo by Megan Walters 


