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Internship: applications are accepted on a rolling basis. We offer 

undergraduate students the opportunity to work alongside our staff in 

three positions: animal care/museum, environmental education, and non-

profit management. Internships are unpaid but can usually be used for 

college credits. Please email your application and a cover letter to Maggie, 

Volunteer Coordinator (volunteer.tanglewood@gmail.com).  

 

Animal Care and Museum Curator internship: 

This position has duties including cleaning, maintaining and designing 

museum exhibits, feeding and healthcare for animals, and handling/

socializing animals.  

 

Environmental Education internship: 

Position involves assisting with or conducting educational workshops and 

programs, guided tours, and hikes.   

 

Non-Profit Management internship: 

This position involves assisting our staff with marketing, fundraising and 

event planning, participating in membership and other committees as 

applicable, operating the gift shop and aiding visitors. 

 

Committee Members: Committee opportunities are available for: 

Fundraising, Facilities and Trails, Community Relations, Human 

Resources and Nominating and Board Development. 

Tanglewood Nature Center & Museum 

443 Coleman Ave. Elmira NY 14903 

Phone: 607-732-6060   

www.tanglewoodnaturecenter.com 

 

Nature Center Hours of Operation: 

Tuesday-Friday 9am-4pm 

Saturday 10am-4pm 

Trails open dawn-dusk 365 days/year 

 

Nature Center Holiday Closures:  

New Year’s Eve. New Year’s Day, Memorial 

Day, Independence Day, Labor Day, 

Columbus Day, Thanksgiving Day, 

Christmas Eve and Christmas Day. 

 

Contact Us: 

443 Coleman Avenue Elmira, NY 14903 
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Tanglewood: A Free Healthcare Benefit 
By Janet Chilson-Board outgoing president 
 
I recently read a couple of articles stating that doctors are now officially prescribing a walk in nature to 

treat stress and other anxiety-related disorders.  Of course they are!  As evidence continues to show 

that time spent in nature is good for our health, these ‘nature prescriptions’ are an easy and cost-

effective way to allow people to do just that. 

In fact, this is not a new concept at all.  Way back in Ancient Greece, Hippocrates stated that "Nature 

itself is the best physician”.  What a smart guy! 

I have just completed my term of office as a Tanglewood board member and board president.  It has 

been an honor and pleasure to serve on the board of such a relevant organization in these times that 

certainly give rise to plenty of stress and anxiety.  Although I hope to return to the board after at least 

a year off, I do think taking some 

time away from the concerns of 

the organization may well allow 

me to rediscover and appreciate 

nature.  So often, when I’m driving 

up Harris Hill Road, I’m busy 

thinking of the meeting I’m about 

to attend or whether I remem-

bered to send an important email.  

For a while going forward, I can 

just think of which trail I want to 

hike, or what birds I might see.   

So, I have prescribed myself more 

exposure to nature over the next 

year.  I recommend everyone 

does the same – it’s free at     

Tanglewood! 
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 As the temperatures continue to drop, the snow flies, and the thoughts of staying cozy at 
home increase, it’s easy to think there isn’t a reason to visit Tanglewood. Most of our visitors 
come in the spring, summer, and even fall months when the weather is perfect and the wildlife 
is abundant. It’s also easy to think this means the education staff is in our own hibernation, 
waiting to awake in the spring. With two of my favorite offerings happening every winter, this 
couldn’t be farther from the truth!  

 Winter Wiggles is the perfect program for our youngest explorers to come learn and 
socialize, with both other kids their own age as well as all the animals that call Tanglewood 
home. Every other Wednesday morning, until the end of March, the museum is bustling with 
preschool age children and their caregivers. They get the chance to come meet an animal 
ambassador, read a fun nature themed story, and do an easy craft. I personally love watching 
the children meet animals for the first time. For example, our first animal guest this year was 
Pedro the Bearded Dragon. His exterior can look a little frightening at first glance-he has rough 
scales and spikes that stick out from his sides. Some of the kids were afraid to pet and get too 
close, but after talking about him and learning about how he uses some of those features to 
survive, the kids started to warm up to him, and by the end, loved their new friend, Pedro!  I 
can’t wait to see how the kids react to visits from animals like Sophie the Owl, Wiggles the 
Hedgehog, and Fluffy the Ball Python.  

 My other favorite program we do during the winter is Winter Break Camp. This half day 
offering is great for students who want to continue to work their minds during the school break. 
During this program, students go through what I call an “express camp day,” meaning we do all 
the activities experienced during a full summer camp day in a short amount of time. They do 
activities like games and science experiments (outdoors if possible), meet our animals, eat a 
snack, and create a craft all before heading home at noon! My favorite part of the Winter Break 
Camps is that it is a great trial run for Summer Camp for kids that are nervous about summer 
camp. In 2023, we 
saw almost all of our 
Winter/ Spring Break 
campers return for at 
least one week of 
Summer Camp and 
loved welcoming these 
campers back! 

 We are still 
working on planning 
exactly what themes 
and activities will 
happen at each of 
these exciting 
education 
opportunities, so you’ll 
have to keep an eye 
out for this information. 
I certainly hope to see 
many returning and 
new visitors up at 
Tanglewood soon.   

   

Winter Education Offerings to Warm Your Heart 
and Work your Mind 

By Maggie Groce 

Upcoming Events at Tanglewood!  
   Clear your calendars and get ready for these festivit ies  

 
Newsletter Access Going Forward 
As part of our ongoing efforts to transition towards digital communication, we are pleased to announce that the 
Tanglewood Nature Center Newsletter will now be available primarily in digital format. However, if you prefer to 
continue receiving print copies, kindly send us an email expressing your preference, and we will ensure that 
you receive the newsletter in the format that best suits your needs. To continue receiving  print copies of our 
newsletter, you can email  Deanna O’Brian at tanglewoodoffmgr@outlook.com 

WINTER HIKE 
Saturday 1/13/24 11am-12pm  
Join us for an enriching experience as you explore nature's winter wonders and discover the unique    
adaptations of flora and fauna in this cold-weather 
sanctuary. Immerse yourself in the tranquility of 
Tanglewood and let the magic of winter unfold 
around you.  
 
OWL HIKE 
Saturday 1/27/24 6-7pm  

$7 per person. Pre-registration is required.  

Payment must be made at time of registration  
Check website for registration 

Join us for a night hike to call in some of our native wild 

owls. We’ll begin the evening with some basics about 

owl habitats, adaptations, and behavior, and introduce 

you to our resident non-releasable owls, Sophie the 

Great Horned Owl and Ollie the Barred Owl. Then hit the 

trail! BYO headlamp/flashlight. Attendance will be 

capped at 30 guests. Ages 5 and up welcome, but use 

your best judgment about how fun it is for littles to hike at      

night in winter.  

 

2023 ANNUAL MEETING 
Saturday 2/24/24 1-3pm 
Join us as we recap the highlights 2023, announce the volunteer of the year, and mingle with other mem-
bers!  
 
WAKE UP NATURE 
Saturday 3/23/24 11am-12pm 
As spring (hopefully) approaches, we want to host an animal presentation to celebrate! Get together with 
our animal ambassadors as we talk about what’s happening out in nature as animals start to come back 

Photo taken by Gail Norwood 

Photo by Ryan Donnelly 

Seasonal Position Availability: 
Nature Enthusiast Wanted! Dive into the world of Tanglewood Nature Center as an Administrative Intern - a 
unique opportunity to blend your love for the outdoors with valuable administrative experience. 
If you are interested in the position please send a cover letter and resume to Elaine Smith 
at  tanglewooddirector@outlook.com  
For more information, checkout our website 
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Unveiling the Subnivean Zone: The Hidden World Beneath 

the Snow By Megan Walters 

 
  

 

Board & Staff 

BOARD 
Scott Moore- President 
William Bishop- Vice President 
Cathy Bachman- Treasurer 
Laurie Garner- Secretary 
 
Nicole Barton 
Irene Brookins 
Peigi Cook 
Paul DiPietro 
Victoria Ehlen 
Kelly Field 
Claire Warren Ginnan 
Richard Gridley 
Joshua Latterell 
Tina MacRonald 
Angela Tufillaro 
 
 
 
STAFF 
Elaine Smith- Executive Director 
Deanna O’Brian- Office Manager 
Maggie Groce- Volunteer Coordinator/Educator 
Ryan Donnelly- Marketing/Educator/Curator 
Bob Kurcoba- Facilities & Grounds  
Megan Walters– Curator/Educator 

Following recent snowfall, the outside world appears as a blanket covered landscape. Yet, just beneath the 
snows surface there is a hidden realm that often goes unnoticed—the subnivean zone. Derived from Latin, 
meaning ‘under snow’, this hidden realm acts as a refuge for small mammals seeking shelter from winter 
conditions.  
The insulative properties of the snow above create a protective barrier, much like the walls of an igloo. This 
allows the subnivean layer to maintain a stable internal environment, crucial for the survival of its primary 
residents—moles, voles and shrews. These 
small mammals, with adaptations such as 
sharp claws, carve tunnels which function as 
subterranean highways, providing them with 
both shelter and efficient travel routes.  
As these creatures prepare for winter, their 
focus turns to food. With not fresh options in 
the subnivean layer they meticulously cache 
away seeds, nuts and dried grasses—creating 
vital stashes that sustain them through the 
winter months.  
While small mammals inhabiting the sub-
nivean zone may appear as the sole  
beneficiaries of this hidden world, other  
animals also rely on them. Predators, such as 
foxes and owls, listen attentively for signs of 
movement under the snow, ambushing  
unsuspecting travelers below. The subnivean 
zone ensures abundant small mammal  
populations throughout winter. Without it, 
birds of prey may need to search elsewhere 
for their next meal. 
While the subnivean zone may be largely   
unheard of, it offers a captivating glimpse into 
the resourcefulness of the natural world during 
winter, emphasizing the interconnectedness of 
its inhabitants and the delicate balance         
required for survival.  

Hopefully, you’ve heard about our exciting project- we are building a canopy walkway! 
Although we are still technically in the “quiet phase” of the campaign, we do have some 
wonderful people who have contributed to the project already. Soon, we will open the public 
campaign and would love it if everyone would want to contribute! We will be in touch! 
 
Thanks to our contributors: 
 
Anonymous Foundation 
Colby Bishop and Shannon Harrison in Honor of 
Bill Bishop 
Dr. William and Ann Bishop 
Kaye Newbury 
Dr. Mark and Sandra Gibson 
The Hilliard Foundation 
Donald and Joanne Quick 
Stu and Lucy Schweizer 
Margaret Streeter in Honor of Bill Bishop 

Canopy Walkway Update 

Subnivean zone Illustration created by Adelaide Tyrol 

Subnivean zone seen in melting snow (photo by Ryan 
Donnelly) 

Photo by Ryan Donnelly 

Photo by Ryan Donnelly 

Photo by Ryan Donnelly 
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As of December 13, 2023 
 
New Members  
 
Individual $40 
Scott Cartwright 
 
Senior Family $45 
Greg Dillon 
James & Pamela Larnard 
Catherine Tobin 
Donna Updike 
 
Family $50 
Michelle Barrett 
Jessica Carswell 
Samantha Chamberlain 
Shiela Marie Dianela 
Jennifer Doyle 
Jami & Mark Earley 
Sarah & Michael Ficarro 
Kim Flood 
Reanne Furney 
Matthew Guagliardo 
Stacy Hills 
Sierra Hulbert 
Jennifer Jacobs 
Angela Kosmicki Narosky 
Shivani Polasani & Steve Massey 
Emily Matthews 
Matt & Anna McCarthy 
Megan Naida 
Allison  O'Dell 
Don & Joanne Quick 
Carmela SanLuis 
Jessica Shiposh 
Hannah & Brett Smith 
Sarah Snyder 
Sara Soprano 
Ruth Stoltzfus 
Rebeca Stuart 
Ashley Tenny 
James Reese & Heather Vanriper 
Annastasia Warfle 
Alysha Wells 
Emily Wilcox 
Christine Wolcott 
 
Hummingbird $75-99 
Elizabeth Derenzo 
 
Corporate Falcon $100-249 
Camp Bell Campground 

New 
Members & 
Donations 

Continuing Patron Members $1,000+ 
Robert Aumick 
William & Ann Bishop 
Dean & Janice Butts 
Joseph & Giuliana Calderone 
Duke & Wendy Carroll 
Janet & Brian Chilson 
Mary Muse & Kevin Coughlin 
Kintu & Yulonda Early 
Jim & Sharon Emmick 
Thomas & Deborah Fennell 
Charles & Muriel Friend 
Frank & Linda  Gudas 
Gene Herber 
Harry & Jennifer Hillman 
Linda Hillman 
Jon & Donna Homuth 
Conrad Wolan & Kelly Hume 
Deborah & Donald Lauper 
Janet & John McLaughlin 
Arthur & Beverly Morrell 
Thomas & Margaret Morse 
Kevin Orvek 
Mary Anne & William Perks 
Thomas & Katherine Roehlke 
Stuart & Lucy Schweizer 
Alan & Maria Winston 
 
FLX Gives Donations 
Kathryn Aguilar 
Rob Aumick 
Cathy Bachman 
Whitney Birkett 
Amy Bush 
Duke & Wendy Carroll 
Janet Chilson 
Peigi Cook 
Corning Toastmasters Challenge  
Paul DiPietro 
Paul Donnelly 
Ryan Donnelly 
Karl & Ginny Ehemann 
Fagan Engineers 
Sean & Laurie A. Garner 
Devan & Avery Ginnan 
Rich Gridley 
Michael Halperin 
Jennifer Herrick McGonigal 
Linda Hillman 
Douglas Iszard 
Vanessa Kalininskiy 
Jill Koski 
Gautam & Michelle Kudva 
Bob Kurcoba 
Dominick Marino 
Debra Mason 
Thomas McGeorge 
Katharine Mead 
Jennifer Miller 
Charles Mitchell  
Scott & Sharon Moore 
Mary Nevin 

Elley Newton 
Barry Nicholson 
Elena 
Zoanna 
Zoey O’Brian 
Mary Passage 
Rick Pirozzolo 
Louise Richardson 
Shannon Schamel 
ServU Credit Union 
Emily Smith 
Elaine Smith 
Chris Smith 
Paul Solyn 
Team Kno-It-All 
Walters Family 
Claire Warren Ginnan 
Brian & Mitchell Whisenhunt  
Jane Winters 
Elizabeth Zilinski 
 
Animal Sponsors 
Lincoln Carswell 
Gavin Hodge 
Owen Hodge 
Robert Seymour 
Angus Smart 
Ewan Smart 
Rory Smart 
 
Monetary Donations 
Facebook Campaign 
Barbara Friedman 
Art & Bev Morrell 
Onehope 
Gabriel & Janelle Sudduth 
Eugene Walrath 
Corning Foundation Volunteerism  
Award – Nominated by Brian Tebin 
 
Grants 
Chemung County ARPA 
Community Foundation of Elmira Corning 
and the Finger Lakes 
Corning Incorporated Foundation 
Empire State Develop/Consolidated 
Funding Market NY 
Tioga Downs Community Foundation 
 
Annual Appeal Donations 
Howie & Cathy Bachman 
Pat & Joy Bermingham 
Mike Bono 
Dean & Linda Brooks 
Ruth Bruning 
Joel & Linda Buice 
Matthew Burroughs 
Dean & Janice Butts 
Michael Cain 
Joseph & Giuliana Calderone 
Bill & Pam Caroscio 
Philip Carpentier 
Duke & Wendy Carroll 

Chemung Supply Corporation 
Mary Chervenak 
Brian & Janet  Chilson 
Matthew & Margaret Collins 
Chris & Kathy Collins 
Douglas Cotton 
Charles & Trudy Craig 
Lynn Decher 
Walter & Priscilla Deichmann 
John & Sylvie Farr 
Tom & Deb Fennell 
Bill Fischer 
Bill & Bobbi Furnas 
Cynthia Haigh 
David Hansen 
Joanne Herman 
Geoffrey Heywood 
Roberta Hoffman 
Don & Deb Lauper 
Aimee Lester 
Charles & Teresa Lockner 
Deanna Middaugh 
Mark Holman & Maureen Mines 
John & Sharon Neidrich 
Pam Newton 
John & Barbara Niles 
John & Krista  Niles-Updyke 
John Nolan 
Stanley & Stacey Oparil 
Bob Petzke 
Gaylen Raisler 
Lynette Rexford 
Christy  Schwartz 
Charlotte Scott 
David & Patricia Silvernail 
Steve Smith 
Tim & Judith Smith-Coleman 
Southside High School Class of 1964 
Nancy Spaulding 
Martin Strong 
Gayle Temple 
Ron Johnson & Sarah Tronkowski 
Arie & Clare van den Blink 
Richard VanBrunt 
Kirk & Barb Vieselmeyer 
Jay Schissell & Jeri Wall 
Angela Ward 
Bill & Charlotte Winkky 
Alan & Maria Winson 
Earl & Sally Wright   
Yunis Realty, Inc. 
 
Our deepest gratitude for thoughtful gifts 
in memory of: 
  
Barbara Butterfield 
From 
Barbara McDowell 
 
Ann Rehak 
From 
Thomas & Barbara Sekella 
 

Lois Gridley 
From 
Joseph & Lori Bulkley  Mary Kemberling 
Duke & Wendy Carroll Karen Newton 
Gerry & Carolyn Caruso Bob & Michelle Norton 
Scott Cook   Dr. Timothy & Gretchen Sharlow 
John Distefano  Richard VanBrunt 
Stephen Eberhard  Scott & Lori Welliver 
Elizabeth Evans  Elizabeth McDowell 
Boyd McDowell 
 
Ann Rehak 
From 
Thomas & Barbara Sekella 
 
Joan Heywood 
From 
Rekha Ailawadi 
 
Joel Beaton 
From 
Henry Kimball 
 
Bonnie Hamilton 
From 
Henry Kimball 
 
John R Bailey 
From 
Jeffrey Bailey 
 
Our appreciation for gifts in honor of: 
 
Alan Gaylord 
From 
Daniel Gaylord & Marilyn Altman 
 
Happy Birthday to Merrill Lynn 
From 
Stephen & Judy Lovell 
 
Merry Christmas to Roberta Hoffman 
From 
Ron & Laurel Gabel 
 
In Kind Donations 
Steven Armstrong  Hornet nest 
Chemung Supply Corp. 30 feet of black drainage pipe 
Corning Inc. Foundation Colored copy paper 
Sara Hurley   Nature books and magazines and Treu 
    Office Supply gift card 
Kathy Milliken   Large ornaments and snowmen for  
    parade float 
Bob Petzke   Copy paper and coffee 
Lynette Rexford  Bird nest 
Marc Rubin   Original painting Spring Flirtation 
Jay Schissell   Tractor wagon 
Jen Sekella   Newspapers  
Michelle Smith   Dog house to use for our quail 
Polly Smith-Blackwell  Framed Rattlesnake skin 
Chris Thorborg  Framed watercolor of Tanglewood 
Sullivan Trail   Parking lot drainage work 
Gentry & Gail Wooldridge $50 Target Gift Card 
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