Volunteer & Internship
Opportunities

Internship: applications are accepted on a rolling basis. We
offer undergraduate students the opportunity to work alongside
our staff in three positions: animal care/museum, environmental
education, and nonprofit management. Internships are unpaid
but can usually be used for college credits. Please email your
application and a cover letter to Maggie, Volunteer Coordinator
(volunteer.tanglewood@gmail.com).

Animal Care and Museum Curator internship:

This position has duties including cleaning, maintaining
and designing museum exhibits, feeding and healthcare for
animals, and handling/socializing animals.

Environmental Education internship:
Position involves assisting with or conducting educational
workshops and programs, guided tours, and hikes.

Non-Profit Management: This position involves assisting our
staff with marketing, fundraising and event planning, participating
in membership and other commities, operating the gift shop, and
aiding visitors.

Contact Us:

Tanglewood Nature Center & Museum
443 Coleman Ave. Elmira NY 14903
Phone: (607)732-6060
www.tanglewoodnaturecenter.com

Nature Center Hours of Operation:
Tuesday-Friday 9am-4pm

Saturday 10am-4pm

Trails open dawndusk 365 days a year

Nature Center Holiday Closures: New
Year’s Eve. New Year’s Day, Memorial
Day, Independence Day, Labor Day,
Columbus Day, Thanksgiving Day,
Christmas Eve, and Christmas Day.
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A Word From our Educator...
“My goal is to help visitors to
Tanglewood and participants in our
programs to enjoy nature, understand
the benefit of their interactions with
nature, and actively protect it for future
generations.”

-Ryan Donnelly, Educator

[ am grateful that due to the arrival of our new marketer Sam, to Tanglewood, I am now able

to focus all my efforts on nature education. This is my true passion that was recognized and
nurtured by my experiences at Tanglewood throughout my childhood. I began as a camper

in the 90s. It was and continues to be a great opportunity to be outdoors in a large, safe, and
fun environment. Traditional ways of learning sometimes presented obstacles. I have found

the hands-on approach used in environmental education very helpful in balancing some of the
struggles I experienced in school. While different in approach to traditional education, I believe
environment-based education also helps develop critical thinking skills necessary to understand
information, thinking like a scientist by developing and investigating hypotheses that lead to
fact-based conclusions.

And, of course, it 1s fun. Allowing kids and even adults to have the ability to see animals in
close-up and understand how they live their lives in nature gives our visitors a greater reason to
care for and protect not only our Tanglewood species but also other species in other parts of the
world they will come to learn about in the future.

We are very fortunate in Chemung County to enjoy great natural beauty and to be able to live
among the many species of animals that also have their home here. It is sometimes easy to forget
how lucky we are to experience this daily. My job as a nature educator using the resources at
Tanglewood i1s to remind us of the importance of understanding our connection to nature.



Remembering Roger- and Welcoming his Successor

This is a bittersweet message as we say goodbye to one of Tanglewood’s longest serving
ambassadors, Roger, the timber rattlesnake, while embracing a new one named Henry.

On June 14, 1994, a herpetologist in the Lake George area found a pregnant timber
rattlesnake showing signs of listlessness, a condition that doesn’t bode well for animals
in the wild. The snake was taken to a wildlife rehabilitator where, on October 10 of that
year she gave birth to 12 babies, only two of which survived. One of them was a healthy
yellowphase male who thrived successfully in captivity.

Since the snake had been born in captivity and could never be released into the wild,
arrangements were made for this snake to become part of Tanglewood’s live animal display
when they opened their new building at Gleason Meadows in 2003. So, at the age of nine,
Roger became Tanglewood’s first rattlesnake ambassador and for the next 22 years, he
helped educate the community about the native rattlesnake species and enabled the public to
witness first-hand the snake’s natural, quiet behavior.

Sadly, Roger passed away on Saturday, January 25, 2025, at the age of 31. Fortunately, we
were able to locate another timber rattlesnake to fill Roger’s shoes — a five-yearold black-
phase male, also born in captivity. He was originally part of a collection of snakes cared

for by William “Marty” Henry Martin, of West Virginia, a world-renowned authority on
timber rattlesnakes, who passed away a few years ago at the age of 80. Upon his death,
Marty’s animals went to another rattlesnake enthusiast in North Carolina, who was able to
recently facilitate the transfer of Henry to Tanglewood. One of Marty’s colleagues wrote
after his passing, “Marty’s happiness was intrinsically tied to the presence and well-being of
venomous snake populations, especially his beloved timbers.”

We are happy to have Henry as our new timber rattlesnake ambassador, fittingly in
memory of Marty, and we’re looking forward to many years of learning from him, as he
picks up where “Roger” left off in the mission of educating the public about one of our
great native species.

Henry a black-phase male timber rattlesnake at 5
years of age - Photo by Sam Hoffman

This does not include single day volunteers for events like Twilight at Tanglewood or Haunted
Happenings! With those volunteers (adding roughly 30 other one-time volunteers to our
numbers), our volunteer hours were well of 3,000! This feels like an insane amount for our little
nature center! I love watching this number grow throughout the year. We are already on track
to have more hours in 2025! As of this writing, we have roughly 550 volunteer hours already
served in 2025!

While the data is great, there is nothing like hearing someone’s “Why” when it comes to
volunteering. I was lucky enough to receive a note from our 2024 Morse Lynn Brooks
Volunteers of the Year, David and Robbie Seymour. David detailed in the note they always look
forward to their quiet Sundays at Tanglewood- providing care for our animals. They shared
with me that Robbie is continuing to think about animal care as a career and has a goal of
attending Cornell’s Veterinary School. Hearing what volunteering does for people, especially
our next generation, always brings a smile to my face and a tear to my eye because it means the
work they do here is affecting them as much as it affects Tanglewood. All of our education staff
volunteered here at some point before becoming permanent fixtures at Tanglewood, proving
that giving our time gave us purpose and goals for the future.

Our intern, Gwén
with Gridley, the.Merlin

I know what you are all thinking“I don’t have the time, energy, etc. to volunteer, so
what does all this have to do with me?” The next best thing you can do is thank any
of our amazing volunteers when you see them (most will wear lovely nametags to
spot them easily)! This increases their spirits and reminds them that the work they
do (even mowing the grass, scooping poop, or sending letters) really matters! While
it cannot be Volunteer Appreciation Week every week, we can take small steps to
ensure that we are appreciating our volunteers every single day.

-Maggie Groce, Volunteer Coordinator



Dedicating Their Time Upcoming Events at Tanglewood in 2025!

Clear your calendars and get ready for these festivities
Monarch Butterfly Workshop
July 26, 2025, 11am - 12pm
Tickets: $25 (includes butterfly habitat)
Join Tanglewood volunteer, Beverly Morrell, as she leads you
through the life of a monarch butterfly- from egg to adult and
back again.

Summer Camp 2025

July 7, 2025 - August 29, 2025

Join us for another year of fun and discovery with our
educational nature camps for kids grades K-5! From outdoor
exploration, to “mad science” experiments, theres plenty to
keep your little adventurers active and learning all summer
long!

Summer First Tuesday Drop-In Programs
July 1 & August 5, 2025, 11am - 12pm

$10 per family (non members) - $5 (members)

Join us for two exciting, hour-long summer programs designed
for families seeking fun and educational activities. Don’t miss
out on the fun and learning!

Board & Staff

EXECUTIVE BOARD

Scott Moore, President
William Bishop, Vice President
Janet Chilson, Treasurer
Laurie Garner, Secretary
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Irene Brookins

Kevin Gallagher

Greg Clark Paul DiPietro
Claire Warren Ginnan

Richard Gridley

Joshua Latterell Tina MacRonald
Angela Tufillaro

“Last year our volunteer base, which included upwards of 35
core volunteers who volunteered on a regular basis, supported

(R4

Tanglewood over 2,350 hours

Every April, we get the joy of celebrating one of my favorite weeks of the year:
National Volunteer Appreciation Week! This is the week where across the country
organizations take time to fully appreciate and honor the volunteers who graciously
give their time and talents to help their communities. It occurs annually during the
third week of Aprilmeaning in 2025 it runs April 20th-26th. By the time you are
reading this newsletter, it will be past this week, but that does not mean we cannot

. . . . Kevin Orvek
continue to appreciate all our hardworking volunteers who support Tanglewood in our Rick McNeilly
operations and in striving to fulfill our mission! g_?_ti\ I;T:nnell

Elaine Smith- Executive Director

Deanna O’Brian- Office Manager

Maggie Groce- Volunteer Coordinator/Educator
Ryan Donnelly-Educator

Bob Kurcoba- Facilities & Grounds

Megan Walters— Curator/Educator

As someone who loves to see the data, I thought I would start with some of our
volunteer data from 2024 (our own version of Spotify Wrapped if you will). Last year
our volunteer base, which included upwards of 35 core volunteers who volunteered on
a regular basis, supported Tanglewood over 2,350 hours!

%
Photo by Emily McConnell



New Members &

Donations

New Members

Individual $40
Elizabeth Donovan
Linda Hager

Anne Marshall
Naseema Subrati

Senior Family $45
Tammy Humphrey
Kim Wolf

Family $50

Srinitya Arasanipalai
Taylor Ayers

Allison Ballance
Carolanne Barcomb
Rachel & Chris Bliss
Ashley Bolton

Marissa Brown
Amanda Cheever

Elise Clark

Andrew Collson

Jillian & Richard Cornfield
Heather Corsi

Ashley Costa-Stanton
Doug & Linda Couchon
Nic Cratsley

Karen & Derek Cromer
Chad Davis

Indiana Durning

Bruce & Diane Elston
April Finnefrock

Rich Fiore

Haley Frey

Logan & Ashli Gatch
Charles Gibson
Casidhe & Matthew Gilboy
Sandy Gordon

Brittney Greene

Ed Harrington

Jake Harrington
Mustafa Hazime
Stephanie Holmes
Kaitlin Joensen
Melanie & Chris Keenan
Sarah & Mark Kennedy
Michel & Em Kenyon
Patrick Lally

Lynette Larrabee

Judy & Fred Loomis
Brian Lorenz

Emily Lunduski

Zach Machmer

Cindy McWhorter

Catherine & Damien Mustico

Angela & William Parker
Jeremy & Meghan Payne
CreeAnna Peterson

Katie Phelps

Mary Beth Prechtl

Rachel & Braden Proulx
Amy McHugh & Matthew
Rivlin

Jennifer Rudolph

Donald & Vanessa Rumsey
Codie & Brent Sauers
Victoria Simmons
Margaret & Ross Stewart
Jayna & Gordon Streeter
Paul & Elyssa Thomas
Jennifer Tropeano

Laura Wales

Daniel Walther

Jane Ward

Marianne Warneke
Katherine & Jeremy Webb
Jennifer Weber

Sabrina Wiggins
MacKenzie Williams-Baker
Jinelle Wray

Hummingbird ($75-$99)
Frank & Leslie Potter
Richard & Ashley Sharum

Bluebird $100$499
Melissa Kirk

Corporate Eagle ($1000+)
Wild Birds Unlimited

Continuing Patron Members
($1000+)

Robert Aumick

William & Ann Bishop

Ann Brouse

Dean & Janice Butts
Joseph & Giuliana Calderone
Duke & Wendy Carroll
Janet & Brian Chilson

Mary Muse & Kevin
Coughlin Kintu & Yulonda
Early

Jim & Sharon Emmick
Thomas & Deborah Fennell
Charles & Muriel Friend
Frank & Linda Gudas

Linda Hillman

Jon & Donna Homuth
Deborah & Donald Lauper
Janet & John McLaughlin
Arthur & Beverly Morrell
Kammie Morrisey

Thomas & Margaret Morse
Kevin Orvek

Stuart & Lucy Schweizer
Alan & Maria Winston

Annual Appeal
Matthew Brand

John Brennan

Carlos Flores
Douglas Iszard

Mark Holman & Maureen
Mines

Jeri Moore

Scott & Sharon Moore
Francis Morrisey

Elm Chevrolet

Grants

The Community Foundation of
Elmira-Corning and the

Finger Lakes, Inc.

Triangle Fund

ZBGA

Monetary Donations
Justin Brown

Duke & Wendy Carroll
Doug & Linda Couchon
Vimala Dasi

Bruce & Diane Elston
PayPal Giving Fund
Marcia Ham
Vladyslava Maistruk
Christopher Meyers
Margaret Paige
Thomas & Barbara Sekella
Samantha Smith

Anna Suponya

In Honor of Liz White From Meg Gore

In Memory of Merrill and Lydia Lynn
From Stephen and Dorothy Wzontek

In Kind Donations
Ann Caroscio - Bird feeder wreath

Canopy Walkway Grants and Donations
Anonymous Foundation

William and Anne Brooks-

Bacon in Memory of Don,

Norma and Mark Brooks

Daniel Burke

Duke & Wendy Carroll

Chemung Canal Trust

Company

The Community Foundation of Elmira-Corning
and the Finger Lakes, Inc.

Stephen & Carol Eberhard

Frank and Linda Gudas

Linda Hager

Marcus & Charlotte Kantz

John & Christine Meier

Dan Stonier

Michael & Mary Wayne

Women’s Club of Big Flats

Duke & Wendy Carroll - Lots of print letterhead for membership

Rich Gridley - 100 pounds of rock salt

Sara Hurley - Peanut butter, apples, and nature magazines
Paul & Susan Walton - 90 gallon tank in Memory of Christopher

Walton

Happy Birthday Cynthia Raj From Maddy Dolkart

Happy Birthday Lily From Chris & Samantha Burris

Wish Lists

For the Animals

Fresh Fruits & Veggies

(Non-iceberg lettuce, carrots, tomatoes,
broccoli, asparagus, sweet potatoes,
strawberries, melon, corn on the cob,
blueberries)

Gift cards:(Petco, PetSmart, Grocery stores
like Miniers)

Newspapers

For the Office

Printer paper, card stock, drink cups, coffee
cups (paper, compostable 25ct or more) paper

towels, toilet paper (Scott only), Kleenex,
Gift Cards: Staples, Sam’s Club

For Programs Camps & Trails
Crayons, construction paper, glue sticks,

washable markers, Scotch/Duct tape, pencils,

children’s nature books

For Fundraisers & Facility Rentals

Gift Certificates for fundraisers, bamboo
silverware, plates (paper, compostable 25ct or
more), recycled napkins

Looking to Donate?
Make your Donation HERE:
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